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The present paper intends to design a strategy for the sustainable 
development of the Romanian agriculture and rural area, to identify the 
main modalities to reach the strategic objectives for the years 2013, 2020 
and 2030. Romania needs a multifunctional and competitive agriculture, 
which is also complementary to the agriculture of the other European 
Union countries. Main decisions have to be taken with regard to the 
support to the different  agricultural systems under competition, among 
which the most important are the following: food production versus 
biofuel production, conventional agriculture versus biotechnological 
agriculture, intensive agriculture on family holdings versus agriculture 
on very large-sized farms. It is very important for the Romanian 
agriculture to determine the equilibrium point for each above-mentioned 
case, the optimum level that transforms competition into internal and 
external complementariness. The strategies that have been designed so 
far generally envisaged all these economic and social desiderata, while 
trying to impose a new rural area development philosophy, based upon 
the sustainable rural development concept, which presupposes a 
harmonious blending between the agriculture (and forestry) economy 
component and the non-agricultural rural economy component, based 
upon the following principles: harmony between the rural economy and 
the environment, rural area naturalization by preserving the natural 
environment, the use of natural local resources, mainly renewable 
resources, diversification of agricultural economy structure through 
pluriactivity, through the extension and diversification of agri-food 
economy,  of non-agricultural economy and of rural services.             
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In this strategy project we present a viewpoint related to the 
problems of agriculture and rural development after Romania’s adherence to 
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the European Union. We face a great dilemma of compatibility between the 
new Common Agricultural Policy, with its objectives adapted to the current 
situation of agriculture in the European Union (high technology, higher and 
higher material intake and costs, availability of big reserves of agricultural 
products, with important economic consequences upon farm economy) and 
the condition of the Romanian agriculture, which must have other objectives 
than the European agriculture’s ones (deep restructuring of exploitations, 
massive support for the increase of technical and economic efficiency in 
order to ensure the national food consumption, the penetration of the 
common agricultural market with Romanian agricultural products, 
environmental protection, improvement of the rural poverty degree, etc.). 

We wish the agricultural and rural area reform strategy in the field of 
medium- and long-term durable development, entitled RURAL 
ROMANIA XXI, was a Romanian project for Romania, laid down by the 
Romanian Academy (Institute for Agricultural Economy, National Institute 
for Economic Researches in collaboration with the specialized faculties and 
departments and the Academy of Agricultural and Forest Sciences 
„Gheorghe Ionescu Şişeşti) and endorsed by the parliamentarian political 
parties, by Romanian Presidency, Romanian Government through the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Ministry of Environment 
and Durable Development, Ministry of Economy and Finances, by 
syndicates, trade unions and professional associations from the agri-food 
sector, etc. 

Romania needs a pluri-functional agriculture, competitive and also 
complementary with the agriculture from the other European Union 
countries, and also major decisions regarding the support of various 
concurential systems within agriculture, among which the most important 
are: 

• food production versus biofuel production; 
• conventional agriculture versus biotechnological agriculture; 
• intensive agriculture versus ecologic agriculture; 
• modern agriculture versus traditional agriculture; 
• family agriculture versus agrarian agriculture. 

It is important, for the Romanian agriculture, to determine the 
balance point and the optimal level that turns competition into an internal 
complementarity for each case mentioned above. 
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The new philosophy of the rural area development relies on the 

concept of durable rural development, meaning the harmonious meeting 
between the agricultural (and forest) economy component and the non-
agricultural rural component, based on the following principles: 

- concordance between rural economy and the environment (economy-
ecology balance);  

- programs of durable and sustainable development must comprise a 
medium- and long-term horizon; 

- naturalization of rural area, by keeping the natural environment as 
intact as possible;  

- the anthropized environment, created by human, should be as similar 
as possible with the natural environment; 

- utilization in rural economic activity of local natural resources, 
especially the regenerative ones; 

- diversification, through pluriactivity, of the agricultural economy 
structure, by extending agri-food economies, non-agricultural economies 
and services. 

The implementation of the Strategy Rural Romanian XXI aims at: 
the increase of social insertion degree, especially in the non-

agricultural rural economy, and, implicitly, the attenuation and 
diminishing of the severe rural depletion, by practicing a durable 
environment-friendly agriculture, with utilization of clean energy and, 
mainly, regenerative local natural resources;  

-the formation and development of a multifunctional and durable 
rural economy; the increase of economic activities’ competitivity and the 
development of an economy based on knowledge and on the promotion of 
informational societies in the Romanian rural area;  

-the development and modernization of production and social 
infrastructure; the development of human resource;  

-the environmental quality protection and improvement; the dramatic 
reduction of development differences within the rural area;  

-the achievement of the medium rural development levels from the 
E.U. countries. 
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P1. CURRENT SITUATION OF AGRI-FOOD SECTOR AND 
RURAL AREA  

1. Natural capital (natural resources) 
- Soil quality (ecologic macro-zoning) 
- Water resources (predictions of assurance of the water necessary 

for irrigation, processing, habitat) 
- Factors of major climatic risk (restrictions for agricultural 

activities, processing, habitat, etc.) 
The natural capital synthesis must establish the ecologic 

sustainability map of the durable rural development (agricultural and non-
agricultural)  

2. Anthropic capital (production, commercial resources)  
- Current situation of agricultural land (organization, plotting, 

surfaces, etc.). Pooling-organization project for the agricultural 
land  

- Endowment of agricultural land, functionality degree, capital 
requirements for reutilization (limits, profitable extensions, 
maximal extensions) 

- Endowment with assets, production and commercial equipment 
(operation degree, possibilities of rehabilitation) 

- Situation of the primary agricultural sector (vegetal and animal 
production) 

- Situation of agri-food sector (secondary): development and storage 
units, according to the E.U. norms  

- Situation of the service sector for agriculture and rural population  
- Situation of the non-agricultural economic activities  
3. Rural human capital (human resources) 
- Groups of active age, dynamics 2020, 2030 
- Groups of professional education  
- Groups of occupation (exploitation managers, employees, in full- 

and part-time) 
- Educational and consulting-extension systems  
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 4. Social capital  

1. Land property (agricultural land and forests) and agricultural 
exploitations  
- Forms of property, dimensions  
- Agricultural exploitations  

- big (capitalist), no., ha  
- medium (associations, agricultural societies) 
- trade private-family exploitations  
- semi-subsistence exploitation  
- subsistence exploitations  

2. Non-agricultural property  
- real estate  
- commercial (commercial societies) 
- associative  
- co-operative 
- public-private 
- capital size  

3. Occupational structure of rural population  
4. Incomes of various social rural categories  
5. Social migration and its effects  
6. Local administration, partnerships, initiatives, civic spirit, etc.  

5. Current situation of Romanian agri-food sector  
1. Structure of agricultural land fund, land utilization degree  
2. Crop structure, efficiencies, technologies applied, good and    
bad, agricultural practices, vegetal products’ quality  
3. Animal livestock. Efficiencies, animal-based products’ quality, 
technologies, situation of stables, etc.                                   
4. Processing of agricultural products, technologies, quality, 
competitivity  
5. Economic performances of the agri-food system (local, county 
level, zonal, regional). Difference RO/EU  

6. Agri-food markets  
1. Situation and dynamics of the competitive environment  
2. Situation of agricultural markets  
3. Structure of agri-food consumption in Romania (Romanian 
products, products imported from the E.U., third sources) 
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7. Situation of rural area  

1. Technical endowment and fitting out of rural area  
2. Technical endowment of rural houses  
3. Rural area differences (urban; rural RO/rural E.U., endowment 
rhythms, forecasting) 
4. Situation of educational, sanitary, infractions in rural systems, 
etc.  
5. Romania’s rural development degree (at local, zonal, regional 
level) 

8. SWOT analysis on the current situation of agri-food sector 
and rural area  
  
P.2. TARGET OBJECTIVES 2013-2030 

 1. General target objectives of the agricultural and rural area 
development strategy (horizon 2009-2030) 

The increase of social insertion degree, especially in the non-
agricultural rural economy, and, implicitly, the attenuation and 
diminishing of the severe rural depletion;  
Practicing of a durable environment-friendly agriculture, with 
utilization of clean energy and, mainly, regenerative local natural 
resources;  
Formation and development of a multifunctional and durable rural 
economy;  
Increase of economic activities’ competitivity and the development 
of an economy based on knowledge and on the promotion of 
informational societies in the Romanian rural area;  
Development and modernization of production and social 
infrastructure;  
Development of human resource; environmental quality protection 
and improvement;  
Dramatic reduction of development differences within the rural area;  

Three horizons  1) H 2013 
2) H 2020 
3) H 2030 

Objective 2013: 1) Harmonization of the Romanian agriculture 
with the good European practices (common acquis) 
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                         2) Integral adsorption of European funds on 
the two pillars: a) agricultural market; b) rural development  
2. Objective horizon 2020: achievement of the E.U. medium 
agricultural development level (mean for the period 2006-2008) 
through: 

- increase of average productions, comparable with the E.U. 
mean; 

- provision of an increased percentage of the internal agri-
food consumption with our own agricultural yield; 

- increase of Romania’s participation to the intra- and extra-
European export of agri-food products; 

- alignment of the external payment balance, the component 
agri-food products  

- assurance of a GDP/ha, respectively per farmer, at the 
average level of the E.U. countries  

 3. Objective horizon 2030: achievement of the E.U. 
medium agricultural and rural development level (level 2030 
E.U.) through: 

- consolidation of the agricultural exploitation in 
concordance with the European model (about 400-500.000 
agricultural exploitations in Romania) 

- technical and managerial training of exploitation managers 
and farmers; 

- extension of non-agricultural rural economy (storage and 
processing of agricultural products, rural traveling, rural 
services) up to the level of 70-80% of the rural economy; 

- appropriation and/or equalization of the technical 
endowment level of the rural area, of rural locations and 
houses with the one in the urban area; 

- integral provision of the demand for agri-food products 
with Romanian products; 

- increase of the Romanian agri-food export with up to about 
10-12% of the European agri-food export; 

- exceeding of the external payment balance for food 
products;  

- eradication of rural poverty. 
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P3. STRATEGY PROGRAMS  

Programs of durable development are required for each period 
(2009-2030), for the formation of a multifunctional and durable rural 
economy based on regenerative resources, on the knowledge and promotion 
of informational societies, as following: 

1. Program of agricultural development (exploitations, projects 
for crops, pomiculture, viticulture, legumiculture, livestock, per 
species and products, forage base, pastures), relied on the ecologic 
sustainability maps of the agricultural development (per ecologic 
and social macrozones) 

- phytotechnical map of Romania  
- vegetable map of Romania  
- fruit-growing map of Romania   
- vineyard-growing map of Romania  
- animal breeding (per species and products) map of Romania  

2. Programs of forests and forest shelter-belts extension and of 
exploitation on forests, forest-based products, hunting, etc.  

- forest map of Romania  
3. Programs of development for the agricultural prime-matter 
processing (food industry), storage, etc. 
4. Programs of rural development regarding the endowment of 
the rural area, of rural locations and houses, according to rural 
development maps and to natural risk maps  
5. Programs of education and professional reconversion for the 
rural active population  
6. Assessment of financial support for the programs of 
development  
7. Elaboration of requirements and law packages concerning 
durable rural development and financial and fiscal support for 
the foreground programs of rural investments   
8. Designing of administrative and managerial structures for rural 
community agriculture (abilities, decision making) 

- Structures of agricultural orientation (agricultural 
managerial authorities) 
- Structures of consulting-extension (agriculture chambers) 
- Local administrative structures  
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9. Territorial correlation of durable rural development with the 
Romanian poles of economic development (comprised within the 
strategy of durable development) 
10. Alternative support policies for Romanian agriculture  

- putting the financial and fiscal support for branches, types 
(sizes) of agricultural exploitations and non-agricultural small 
and medium-size enterprises on the first position  
- putting the financial support for endowment/fitting out of 
the agricultural and forest territory, of rural locations and 
houses on the first position  

Observation. Each program needs the proper development for the 
two distinct works  

(Project  1. “Market organization….”; Project 2. Strategy Rural 
Romania XXI) 

All programs of sector development must lead to economic and 
urban/rural habitat rebalance of the rural area through the foreground 
economic development of the rural area in order to attenuate and 
eliminate, until 2030, the current serious differences urban/rural. 

 
 
 
 

BIBLIOGPHY 
 
 

1.OTIMAN, P.I., Restructurarea agriculturii şi dezvoltarea rurală a 
României în vederea aderării la Uniunea Europeană – un punct de 
vedere, ediţia a II-a, Editura Agroprint, Timişoara, 2000. 

2.OTIMAN, P. I., Agricultura României la cumpăna dintre secolul XX – un 
secol al deznădejdii şi secolul XXI – un secol al speranţei, Editura 
Agroprint, Timişoara, 2002. 

3.OTIMAN, P.I., Viaţa rurală a României în secolul al XX-lea: un secol de 
iluzii, dezamăgiri şi speranţe sau Drama satului şi ţăranului român, 
Editura Mirton, Timişoara, 2005. 



FACULTATEA DE MANAGEMENT AGRICOL 
4.OTIMAN, P.I., MATEOC-SÎRB, NICOLETA, GOŞA, V., BĂNEŞ, A., 

SĂLĂŞAN, C., CRISTA, C., BERAR, C., Romania’s rural 
development – the core issues confronting the Romanian village, 
Globalisation and integration challenges to rural development in 
Eastern and Central Europe, University of Agriculture, Kaunas, 
Lithuania, vol. 2, Book1, 2005. 

5.OTIMAN, P.I., Dezvoltarea rurală durabilă a României în contextul 
integrării europene (I), Revista Academica, nr. 43, 2005. 

6.OTIMAN, P.I. coordonator, Dezvoltarea rurală durabilă în  România, Ed. 
Academiei române, Bucureşti, 2006. 

 


