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The demographic determinations are many and deep along the whole 
economic system, the causality relations between them being an actual 
theme of research.  
After 1989, the dynamics of Romania’s population has been influenced by 
the combined evolution of the new economic, political and social factors. 
In the period 1990-2002, the population’s growth rate followed a 
decreasing trend, as a result of birth rate decrease, death rate and out 
migration rate increase. 
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The demographic evolution of Romania’s population in this century 
reveals the attempts of the society to modernize its own socio-economic 
structures; the urban population increased in number, while the rural 
population decreased; the diminution in the number of rural people was not 
a linear process, being determined by the rural communities’ own 
demographic history and by the main political changes, accompanied by 
specific policies and strategies (Table 1).    

In the period between the censuses of 1977 and 1992, the number of 
rural population diminished by 1,745,965 people (by 14.3%). This trend was 
also present in the period 1992-2002, however by a much lower rate, i.e. a 
diminution by 172,322 people (by 1.6%).The decline in the number of 
population also means the decrease in the share of rural people in total 
population, from 81.5% in 1912 to 45.7% in 1992. In the period between 
these two censuses (1992, 2002), a slight increase of the share of rural 
population in total population was noticed, that reached 47.2%. 
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Table 1.  
Share of rural population in total population at the 1992 and 2002 censuses 

% 
Development region 1992 2002 
North-East 55.9 59.4 
South-East 43.0 45.3 
South 59.0 60.3 
South-West 56.1 56.2 
West 38.3 39.1 
North-West 47.9 48.9 
Center 40.0 41.7 
Bucharest 11.3 12.1 

Source: Census of the population and dwellings of January 7, 1992, vol. I, NCS, 1994; 
Census of the population and dwellings of March 2002, NIS, 2003 

Both at rural population level and at Romania’s population level, 
there is a diminishing trend of the number of inhabitants, yet in the rural 
area the population declined by 172,322 people (1.6%), while at national 
level it declined by 1,129,061 people (4.9%). 

In Romania there are 11,127,311 women, out of which 45.8% in the 
rural area. Compared to the general population trend, where the decline 
reached 4.7% in 2003 compared to 1992, the decline of women population 
reached 4.0%.  

The average life duration increased, at present reaching 74.14 years 
in women and 66.41 years in men in the rural communities, lower than in 
the urban communities (75.42 years in women and 68.24 years in men). 

In the period 1990-2003, the natural movement of the population in 
the rural area largely followed the trend of the whole population. The 
natural population increase is negative both in the rural and in the urban area, 
however higher in the rural area, i.e. -4,2 in 1000 inhabitants, compared to 
only –1.0 in 1000 inhabitants. This is the result of the increasingly lower 
birth rates in live births (11.0 in 1000 inhabitants in the rural area; 8.7 in 
1000 inhabitants in the urban area) and of the increasingly higher death rates 
(15.20 in 1000 inhabitants in the rural area; 9.70 in 1000 inhabitants in the 
urban area).  

The general fertility rate in Romania is 37.8 live births in 1000 
inhabitants, continuously down since 1967, when it had reached 102.5 live 
births in 1000 inhabitants.  In the age category 20 - 30 years, the number of 
live births is the highest, i.e. 79.7 in 1000 inhabitants, followed by the age 
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group 30 - 34 years (41.7 live births in 1000 inhabitants) and the age group 
15 -19 years (33.4 live births in 1000 inhabitants).  

The development regions where the number of inhabitants increased 
are North-East, by 3.9% (the largest increase), followed by the South-East 
Region, with 1.2% and Bucharest, with 0.7%. A decline of the number of 
inhabitants was found in all the other development regions: West 5.5%, 
South-West 5.1%, North-West 3.9%, Center 3.1%, South 2.9%. As regards 
the situation of the population living in towns, in all regions the population 
declined, the decline reaching 9.7% in the North-East Region (Table 2).  

Table 2.   
Demographic evolution in the development regions 

 
 Development regions 1992 2002 

- total population 3751783  3674367  
- urban population 1651912  1491282  

 
North-East 

- rural population 2099871  2183085  
- total population 2963177  2848219  
- urban population 1686968  1556243  

 
South-East 

- rural population 1276209  1291976  
- total population 3559737  3379406  
- urban population 1458883  1340603  

 
South 

- rural population 2100854  2038803  
- total population 2457515  2330792  
- urban population 1077415  1021487  

 
South-West 

- rural population 1380100  1309305  
- total population 2111947  1958648  
- urban population 1302000  1193472  

 
West 

- rural population 809947  765176  
- total population 2909669  2740064  
- urban population 1508599  1401453  

 
North-West 

- rural population 1393070  1338611  
- total population 2701697  2523021  
- urban population 1619095  1473641  

 
Center 

- rural population 1082602  1049380  
- total population 2354510  2226457  
- urban population 2086944  1956899  

 
Bucharest 

- rural population 267566  269558  
Source: Census of population and dwellings, January 7 1992, tome I, NCS, 1994; Census of 
population and dwellings, March 2002, NIS, 2003 
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 The most rural development region is South (60.3% of population 
lives in the countryside), while the most deruralized (except for the region 
Bucharest, with 11.3% of rural population in total population) is the 
development region West (39.1% is the share of rural population in total 
population).  
 

 
Graph 1. Rural population distribution by development regions, 2002 

 
Source: Census of population and dwellings of March 2002, NIS, 2003 

 
The demographic causes are the different values of the natural 

population increase – Region North–East with high birth rate values, Region 
West with low birth rate values and significant in-migration rates in West 
and out migration from North-East.  

Region North-East has a top position in the hierarchy of 
development regions as regards the rural population, which totals 2,183,085 
inhabitants. The counties in the region North-east are also well represented 
at country level, Suceava (459,347 inhabitants) holding the first place as 
regards the number of inhabitants in the rural area, while the county Iaşi 
(429,124 inhabitants) is on the second position. The other counties from this 
region are also among the first 10 positions in this hierarchy . 

The development region South follows at a small distance, which 
totals 2,038,803 rural inhabitants.  
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The regions that follow at a larger distance are: North-West 
(1,338,611 inhabitants), South-West (1,309,305 inhabitants), South-East 
(1,291,976 inhabitants) and Center (1,049,380 inhabitants), that are close to 
the average value by development region (1,280,737 
inhabitants/development region).  

The last on the list is the development region West which totals 
765,176 inhabitants.  

On the other side of the list we find counties from five development 
regions, among which the best represented is the region Center, with four 
counties: Alba, Braşov, Sibiu and Covasna (this being also the last on the 
list, with 110,453 inhabitants).  

The regions West (Caraş Severin and Hunedoara) and South-East 
(Brăila and Tulcea) follow with two counties each, as well as the regions 
South-West (Mehedinţi) and North-West (Sălaj) with one county each. 

 The analysis of the rural population distribution in the 
territory reveals that more than 80% of the rural localities have a density 
which is close to or lower than the limit used by the European Union for the 
identification of rural areas (100 inhabitants/sq.km). Two patterns of 
population distribution in the territory are identified: on one hand, a more 
densely populated area, located outside the  Carpathians arch, which is 
characterized by a mixed type of economy, i.e. industrial-agrarian; on the 
other hand, an area with a lower population density, located in the mountain 
areas and in Dobrogea, zones with an economy based upon animal 
husbandry, forestry and fisheries. 

There are also differences between the population density in the 
western part of Romania, where the communes with a population density 
lower than 50 inhabitants/sq.km prevail, situation resulting from a low 
natural population increase, and the population density in the eastern and 
southern parts of Romania; here the communes with a population density 
ranging from 50 to 100 inhabitants/sq.km prevail, with a stronger migration 
phenomenon and higher birth rates. The rural territories with the highest 
population density – more than 100 inhabitants/sq.km are located in the 
following zones: Moldova, with an extremely high natural population 
increase, and the southern part of Romania (counties Prahova, Dâmboviţa, 
Vâlcea, Olt and Ilfov), where the high value of rural population density is 
the result of the stronger industrialization process.  
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In 1997 the number of inhabitants/sq.km was 94.6; the highest 
density was found in the region North-East – 102.7 inhabitants/sq.km 
(without considering the region Bucharest, with a population density of 
1265.8 inhabitants/sq.km); the lowest density was 64.7 inhabitants/sq.km in 
the region West. A high density was also found in the region South, i.e. 
101.5 inhabitants/sq.km; the next in the hierarchy are: 83.8 
inhabitants/sq.km (North-West), 82.8 inhabitants/sq.km (South-West), 82.3 
inhabitants/sq.km (South-East) and 78.0 inhabitants/sq.km (Center) 
(Romania’s Statistical Yearbook, NCS, 1998:863). 

In the next 5 years a diminution of the population density took place 
in all the regions of the country. The national average population density in 
2002 was 91 inhabitants/sq.km. The highest density was maintained in 
North-East (101.45 inhabitants/sq.km), while the lowest in the west (61.85 
inhabitants/sq.km). The highest decline was found in North-West (78.68 
inhabitants/sq.km) and South-West (78.26 inhabitants/sq.km). 
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