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1. INTRODUCTION AND GENERAL ISSUES 
 
As global changes are depending more and more to the globalization, 

the future of the European agricultural sector is directly linked to the 
balanced development of the rural area, which covers some 80% of the 
European territory. Therefore, the concept of rural development, known and 
promoted as the „European agricultural model” [1], is founded upon two 
main axes: on one side, the development of the agricultural sector according 
the competitiveness requirements, on the other side the development of the 
rural area as a u coherent and durable framework, capable to meet the 
various necessities of the rural area and the requirements issued by the 
environment protection. Therefore, the European policy regarding the 
support for the rural development targets both the measures meant to 
support the agricultural markets and those meant to enhance the territorial, 
economic and social cohesion. The principles of this policy are [2]: the 
recognition of the multifunctional role of the agriculture, the development of 
the competitiveness, the acknowledgement of the environment issues, 
diversification of the economic activities and the preservation of the rural 
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heritage. The main financial instruments for the rural development of the 
European Union are the Structural and Cohesion Funds and the 
complementary instruments that are the European Agricultural Fund for 
Rural Development and the European Fund for Fishery, considered as 
financial instruments for the implementation of the regional policy. All the 
Member States are using these instruments to supplement their own 
financial resources for the rural development. 
 

2. INSTRUMENTS AND MAIN OBJECTIVES OF THE 
STRUCTURAL FUNDS FOR THE 2007 – 2013 PERIOD 

During the 2007 – 2013 period, the implementation of the European 
regional policy will be done with the help of three financial instruments, 
known as the Structural Instruments: the European Regional Development 
Fund, the European Social Fund and the Cohesion Fund. The amount of 
money allocated to these instruments in the EU budget ranges them on the 
second place in terms of financial support. The implementation of the 
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) will be financed both by the Structural 
Instruments and the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 
(EAFRD) and the European Fisheries Fund (EFF). 

The European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development [3] will 
finance actions for the durable economic development dat regional and local 
level. 

The European Social Fund [4] will finance actions that will support 
the growth of the manpower and enterprise adaptability, an increased access 
on the workforce market, supporting the social inclusion of disabled people, 
reduction of the unemployment rate and fighting discrimination. 

The Cohesion Fund [5] will finance projects concerning 
environment protection and pan European transport networks as well as the 
improvement of the air and road traffic management, modernization of 
urban transports, the development and modernization of multimodal 
transport. 

 During the 2007-2013 programming period, the there are three 
objectives of the Structural Funds [6], as follows: 

Convergence [7]– promoting the development and the structural 
adjustments of the regions lagged behind. This objective aims to promote 
the growth and the employment in the Member States and the regions 
underdeveloped and concerns the regions with the GDP lower than 75% of 

http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/l66004.htm
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the EU average, in areas at the NUTS II level. This objective will be 
financed through all the three Structural Instruments, that are: ERDF, ESF 
and the Cohesion Fund. 

Regional competitiveness and employment [7]: supporting regions 
that are not eligible for the Convergence objective and it is financed by the 
ERDF and ESF, covering NUTS III areas – county level or smaller, 
including areas with important socio – economic changes in the industry and 
services sectors, lagged behind rural areas, urban areas in difficulty and 
areas depending on fishery. This objective aims to ensure socio – economic 
cohesion within the European territory by providing the best conditions for 
competitive economic development and employment in order to increase the 
employment rate. 

European territorial cooperation [7]: supporting regions, counties 
and transnational areas, being financed by ERDF and covering NUTS III 
areas – county level that are internal borders of the EU, as well as some 
external borders. 

This objective aims at promoting an harmonized and balanced 
development of the EU by “the enhancement of the cooperation instruments 
at transnational and interregional level and intervention at the exterior 
borders of the EU [8].  
 
3. PRIORITIES FOR THE RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN ROMANIA 

 
The indicative EAFRD financial allocation between the axes [9], prove the 
importance given by the European Commission to the strategic objectives: 
improvement of the farmers’ competencies and the qualification of people 
working in the field of food processing and forestry (55-60%), ensuring a 
continuous use of the agricultural land (50-65%) and increasing the 
attractiveness of the rural areas (60-70%), as shown in the following table: 

Axis Axis 
allocation 

Strategic Objectives Objective 
Allocation 

Improvement of the farmers’ competencies 
and the qualification of people working in the 
field of food processing and forestry 

5-10% 

Improvement of the competitiveness of the 
productive exploitations and of the semi-
subsistence exploitations 

55-60% 

 
Axis 1: Improvement of 
the farmers’ competencies 
and the qualification of 
people working in the 
field of food processing 
and forestry 
 

 
some 
45% 

Restructuring and modernization of the food 
processing and forestry sectors 

35-40% 
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Ensuring a continuous use of the agricultural 
land 

50-65% 

Preservation and improvement of the natural 
resources and habitats 

30-40% 

 
Axis 2: Improvement of 
the quality of the 
environment and of the 
rural areas 

 
some 
25% 

Promotion of a durable management of the 
forest land 

5-10% 

Maintaining and developing the economic 
activities that aim to improve the employment 
rate 

30-40% 

Increasing the attractiveness of the rural areas 60-70% 

 
Axis 3: Life quality in the 
rural areas and 
diversification of the 
economy in the rural areas 
 

 
some 
30% 

Development of the abilities and awareness of 
local stakeholders regarding the importance 
of local government 

0,5-1,0% 

Promotion of the endogenous potential or the 
territories 

77,5% Axis 4: Implementation of 
the LEADER approach 

 
some 
2,5% Improvement of local government 22,5% 

 
The establishment of the objectives of the national strategy for the 

rural development was based on the outcomes of the SWOT analysis of the 
Romanian rural area, on the concordance with other national policies, on the 
priorities of the European Union in the field of the European rural area 
(Lisbon and Göteborg) and the directions of the Common Strategy. 

General Objectives: Increase of the economic dynamic of the rural 
areas in Romania including the durable development of the agricultural and 
forestry sector; Preservation and improvement of environment; Increase of 
the social dynamic and of the quality of life in the rural areas. 

Directions/Priorities for action: Improvement of the agricultural and 
forestry sectors competitiveness – Axis 1; Improvement of the quality of the 
environment in the rural areas, through a durable management of the 
agricultural and forest land – Axis 2; Development of life quality in the rural 
areas and diversification of the economy in the rural areas – Axis 3; 
Implementation of the LEADER approach – Axis 4. 

Strategic Objectives of Axis 3 – Life quality in the rural areas and 
diversification of the economy in the rural areas: Maintaining and 
developing the economic activities that aim to improve the employment rate; 
Increasing the attractiveness of the rural areas; Development of the abilities 
and awareness of local stakeholders regarding the importance of local 
government. 

Specific Objectives of Axis 3 – Life quality in the rural areas and 
diversification of the economy in the rural areas: Diversification of non-
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agricultural economic activities within the farms and supporting the small 
entrepreneurs in the rural areas; Setting up, and diversification of the tourist 
attractiveness; Setting up and modernization of rural infrastructure; 
Improvement of the social, natural and economic environment in the rural 
areas; Protection of the rural cultural heritage; Development of the abilities 
and awareness of local stakeholders in order to stimulate the territorial 
planning. 

 
 

4. CONCLUSIONS 
 

Rural durable development is one of the main priorities of the 
development of Romania. Due to the large amount of funding required by 
the modernization and development of the agricultural sector and rural area, 
this objective cannot be achieved only with the national resources, thus 
needing the support of EAFRD, an EU fund that Romania can access as a 
Member State. In this respect, starting this year, Romania opened three 
measures: measure 1.2.1, measure 1.2.3 and measure 3.2.2, first two 
measures referring to the development and modernization of the agricultural 
sector, and the third one to the durable development and modernization of 
the rural area.  

Measure 3.2.2 – „Renovation, development of the villages, 
improvement of the basic services for the rural economy and population and 
the valuation of the rural heritage” is a target for local authorities of the 
Romanian rural areas, this measure allowing the accession of funds for the 
rehabilitation of road, development of water supply and sewage systems, but, 
also for the modern systems of waste collection (including the selective 
collection). Measure 3.2.2 is include in Axis 3 – „ Life quality in the rural 
areas and diversification of the economy in the rural areas” and its objective 
is: Improvement of basic physical infrastructure in the rural area; 
Improvement of the access to the basic services for the rural population; 
Growing the number of rehabilitated villages; Growing the number of 
heritage objectives from the rural area. 
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