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The XXIst century is the era of society of knowledge. The most important 
productive factor is human capital. Owing to its mobility it is an incentive 
of the settlement of industry. The knowledge and education level of a 
society is an element of competitiveness as well, which determines the 
chance of accessing to goods. The application of knowledge of the new 
Member States is weak and is lagging behind the EU average except the 
central regions represented by the capitals. Paving the way to the 
complete development of cognitive society is the solution, which is a long 
and difficult process. 
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INTRODUCTION 
               Subregional, micro-regional complex researches were carried out 
through regional education-developmental strategies on behalf of the 
Ministry of Education and Culture in 2006. While writing the SouthernGreat 
Plain Education Development Strategy 2007-2013 (BLAHÓ J.-TÓTH J.† 
2006) present research besides its original objective has revealed and 
confirmed several significant relations in the field of competitiveness. Based 
on severel national and international figures it has revealed relations 
between social, economic environment and the effectiveness of schools; and 
highlighted regional disparities (NUTS II.) which are significant even 
within the sub-region (NUT IV.). It became clear that such disparities in 
social and economic development hinder closing up and competitiveness. I 
consider global challenges defining which definitely reform society and 
economy, and their dominance is strengthening in our everyday life. Not 
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only because of their effect, but also the quick changes which can be 
defined as shocking elements. The key to success is the quick and adequate 
reaction to these challenges: 

1. The effect of e-society (informational shock) 
2. The effect of globalization (globalizational shock) 
3. The speeding effect of the scientific technical revolution 

(civilizational shock) 
I am examining the competitiveness of the Orosháza subregion from the 
towns’ aspects. Because development can be achieved starting from towns 
not from rural territories lagging behind in the Southern Great Plain. 
 
 

1. THE SETTLEMENT STRUCTURE OF THE SUBREGION, 
ITS SPATIAL RELATIONS 

 

 
 

1. Chart: The settlement system of the subregion 

Sources: Own drawing according to Blahó János 
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The settlements of the subregion are organic parts of the settlement 
system of The Great Plain so they have the same features as well. And it is 
true of their settlement morphology, functions and the relations between 
settlements. The connections between settlements on The Great Plain are 
seriously hindered even today by the borders drawn by Trianon. Peace 
Treaty. 

The settlement system is a result of historic, economic and social 
evolution. The subregion of Oroshaza can still be found in the inner 
periphery. Its weak connections to the international transport corridors 
delays its participation in international processes and devision of labour. 

Farms with new functions, villages grown from homestead centres, 
small and large villages, towns with significant industrial potential 
developed from villages are all characteristic of the settlement system of the 
subregion. The proportion of urban population in the subregion is acceptable, 
but according to the quality indexes (service function) it is a typical 
Hungarian countryside (except Orosháza). I mean that in Hungary a strict 
settlement grade has been formed which is steeper than in Western Europe. 
The leading role of Budapest means not only its first place in the settlement 
structure, but also it has a monopoly in certain services and opportunities. 

 It results that the settlements on the lower grades cannot provide the 
required standard of living, thus the access to key-competencies necessary 
for individual and social success. Consequently there is no chance of social 
and economic closing up in the hierarchy of settlements. 

Thanks to its economic and social dominance following regional 
centres and county towns Orosháza participates in the co-operation of the 
Southern Great Plain as a mezo-centre. 

There has not been researches since scope of regions researches in 
1974, so in the case of Orosháza I examined the tendencies and spatial 
positions of economic and social processes. 

According to this we can state that its dinamically developing 
economic potential surpasses the subregion, it has county and regional 
significance in several ways, and its institutions undertake similar functions.  

 Tótkomlós is the second biggest town of the subregion. The town’s 
transport infrastructure is the worst of the three towns in the county. Only 
minor roads and some railways without prospects go through the town. 
Tótkomlós is classified as a subcentre in the hirarchy of the settlement 
system in Southern Great Plain. Csorvás owing to insufficient urban 
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functions is a transition between a microcentre and subcentre. This 
disturbance in identification appears in the spatial relations and urban 
functions of the settlement. The relations of the settlement within the 
subregion are loose in several respects. Its social structure is typical of large 
villages. Even there were not craftsmen, tradesmen and peasant holders as in 
Orosháza and Tótkomlós, where these groups developed from the XIX. 
century resulting a civil population of rural towns. 

In the Southern Great Plain Region the relations between the 
settlements show a special spatial position, which has historic roots. The 
development of the subregion is still hindered by Trianon borders. 
Meanwhile by the border of Hungary and Romania expanding transfers are 
created providing advantages for both partners. Oroshaza subregion is still 
located in the inner periphery within the borders. I consider these 
settlements peripheric because of their infrastructural drawbacks and their 
insufficient access to international transportation passages. These are all 
drawbacks in the competitions of the settlements.  The subregion is 
predominantly influenced by the first rate axis development is Budapest, 
Kecskemét, Szeged; the second rate one is Szeged, Hódmezővásárhely, 
Békéscsaba which goes through the subregion. This axis is one side of a 
triangle created by Szeged, Békéscsaba, Arad. The EU integration of 
Romania can quicken the re-establishment of the economic, social and 
natural unity of the Great Plain, and all of these offer new opportunities for 
the subregion. 

 
 

2. THE COMPETITIVENESS OF THE SUBREGION 
 
 
The technical revolution of the XXIst century appraises the role of 

creative societies and individuals. That is why I consider the innovative 
potential of the social and economic space determining and additionally the 
value of human capital. Human capital has become the most important 
factor of production. Its value is determined by the competence of 
knowledge and education, emotional intelligence, health and environment 
consciousness. 

While examining competitiveness I am focusing on these factors 
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The Great Plain has become a great looser of the shift of regime. Its 
drawback is enormous not only according to Europian measures. (the GDP 
in the Southern Great Plain Region is 40.4 % point of the EU average)*, but 
falls behind the Hungarian average as well with 25% point.) 

The programme of economic structural change and social 
development of the Grait Plain is being carried out drawly and in several 
cases not according to supporting competitiveness.  

The competitiveness of the subregion is also weakened by the high 
inactivity of the active-aged inhabitants. The subregion of Orosháza is an 
agricultural, rural subregion, which is a result of its natural conditions. It is 
true although Orosháza is the most industrialized town of the region. 

. The global market prefers products with significant human capital, 
so the most important element of production is human capital. According to 
Imre Lengyel there is a positive linear connection between GDP and the 
proporton of population with university degree. (+0.49) (LENGYEL 2003) 

The quality, education of human resourses is an indicator of 
competitiveness.  

The qalifictions of the population in the region and the sub-region 
falls behind the EU average.  

The application of knowledge is weak in the regional sub-regions 
(except towns with county ranks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
* Source:EUROSTAT April 2005,242nd of the NUTS-2 regions of the Southern Great Plain 
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2. Chart: The application of knowledge in the subregions 

Source: Own drawing according to Lengyel I.’s data 
 

The social and economic structure of the sub-region is dominantly 
agrarian typically of the Great Plain, which means that it has not gone 
through economic and social restructuring yet. All of these have a 
significant role in competitiveness.  

 
 

SUMMARY 
 

 
The traditional agricultural period of the Great Plain is over. The 

new developmental programmes have not brought the results expected in 
the economic sphere.  

The rural subregions of the Great Plain, as the subrigion of Orosháza 
will hardly be able to join the international devision of labour succesfully 
and close up to the European average without the necessary overall rural 
developmental programme. Standardized development can be realized in a 
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new Europian space. Living by the borders may become advantagous with 
the easter enlargement which brought crossborder co-operation. The 
volumetric capacity is detemined by he quality of economic and social 
infrastructure The tajpotential of The Great Plain offers one of the most 
effective ecologic-agricultural economic conditions with excellent logistic 
endowments. The competitive development of the agricultural sphere would 
reduce the high proportion of inactive population. (I consider the 
tajpotencial and exploiting agricultural endowments in the first place more 
important than the accessibility for the subregion to catch up.) 
Competitiveness and higher employment would raise the ability of 
producing income. The social income level determines the accessibility to 
goods, which would reduce disparities.  
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