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Local authorities are increasingly involved in the development and 
leading of several aspects in connection to tourism. This is based on the 
decentralization tendency found in many countries, which implies the 
granting of increased responsibilities to local authorities. They know best 
what is of interest in the areas that they manage and will do their best to 
achieve the local development goals. At the same time, this shows the 
stress lied on the involvement of communities in tourism planning and in 
the development of their areas. 
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Local public administration representatives must not overlook a 
phenomenon of great economic and social important as it is tourism. It is an 
economic-social activity which makes profitable the material, spiritual and 
human resources of a community and benefits from the technical outfit and 
services that are of public utility. Therefore, it is necessary that local 
authorities directly involve in the organization, development and promotion 
of tourism as a component of the general activity of the community it 
represents. 

Rural tourism is not a new phenomenon in the EU countries or in 
Romania. It has been practiced for a long time either spontaneously or 
organized, as a tourism activity in the rural environment. But what is new is 
rural tourism. This expansion has a double explanation: on the one hand, the 
revival of rural regions development and, on the other hand, the 
diversification of the ways of practicing tourism, rural tourism being an 
alternative form of tourism which is useful for various categories of tourists. 
That is why local communities must include tourism in the local 
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development policies. Tourism development is important for the rural space, 
both economically and socially. 

Thus, rural tourism contributes to the economic life of localities by 
means of: 

- achieving a tourism development policy on short term, closely 
connected to other sector policies: agriculture, infrastructure, environment 
protection; 

- becoming a support for new businesses and jobs which contributes 
to a new local and regional development; 

- encouraging local traditional activities, especially handcrafts, but 
also those that can contribute to the development of a specific commerce 
and new jobs; 

- increasing income in the case of  the inhabitants of rural areas 
generated by the use of local resources, agricultural ecologic products for 
tourists’ consumption and the existing tourism potential; 

- spurring the process of increasing life quality in the rural 
environment. 

But, on the whole, rural tourism, by means of its seasonal and 
permanent activities, must develop contributing to the development of 
localities, by means of: 

- rational exploitation , so that industry-of any type and especially 
the tourism one, do not degrade resources, but to develop in such a manner 
as to protect environment’ 

- equal development chances, the economic activities should bring 
benefits for resources, local communities and industry on the long run. 

Our opinion is that tourism must meet a series of preliminary 
requirements in order to become a factor of local development: 

- preserving an optimum equilibrium among the ecologic, socio-
economic and cultural systems of the area when a development process of 
the respective area is introduced; 

- assuring supplementary income sources for the local population; 
- diversifying economic activities by increasing the offer of local 

products and services, this leading to the increase of the tourism 
attractiveness of the area; 

- promoting the exchanges between cultures and populations as a 
solidarity and social cohesion factor; 
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- encouraging a coordinated policy of preparing the territory which 
allows the improvement of competitiveness of the economic activities in the 
less favored areas and the supply with infrastructure elements and 
equipments essential for life quality both for local population and visitors; 

- settling partnership agreements among the territorial centers both 
in the country and abroad to obtain an information flow regarding the new 
changes in the field, to promote the tourism offer, to collaborate to staff 
training and to promote some common points of view; 

- attracting experts capable of offering professional consulting on 
marketing matters, preparing accommodation places, catering places, 
relation with tourists, informative system; 

- including of the rural tourism offer - with folk, religious, cultural 
manifestations of the respective area, which can attract tourists and 
individualize the respective area - in the possible catalogues or guides issued 
by the National Authority for Tourism, the Mountain Area Commission and 
the National Association of Ecologic, Rural and Cultural Tourism; 

- financing some training and education programs for specialists in 
crafts and handicraft activities or in other related activities. 

As concerns the rural environment, we mention can a type of tourism 
which has positive effects on local communities: the ecotourism. In the last 
decades of the last century the tourism industry developed by focusing on 
nature and on the real cultural values. Eco-tourism is, in fact, the most 
valuable type of sustainable tourism. This type of tourism has as main goal 
to preserve the environment and lays stress on educating tourists in matters 
regarding environment protection and preservation. 

Ecotourism has in view the existence of local communities, 
especially of their traditions, having an important potential for developing 
local communities, providing environments interesting from the ecological 
point of view and associated with traditional ethnic settlements. Eco-tourism 
aims at diminishing the negative effects on the local and natural 
environment as well as on local population. The areas with eco-tourism are 
considered very important. This implies the existence of special rules with 
positive effects on the traditional life style of local population.  The new 
tourism can facilitate a real interaction between local population and tourists 
as well as a real interest for protecting the natural areas, both emitting and 
receiving tourists. 
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Eco-tourism can diversify the range of traditional economic 
activities, without isolating or replacing them so that local economy is not 
subordinated to changes or to external or internal influences. The tourism 
activities carried out under the umbrella of eco-tourism provide specific 
opportunities. Local population and the tourism industry are forced to make 
use of the natural resources in a sustainable manner and to become aware of 
the valuable natural and cultural goals. 

Local public authorities play an essential part in the ecologic tourism. 
They can act as supporters of eco-tourism principles by means of: 

- identifying and arranging the tourism resources which can be 
exploited by observing the conditions imposed by eco-tourism; 

- establishing strict measures of preserving natural environment, of 
protecting ecosystems  and the archaeological and historical goals; 

- integrating local communities in tourism development by 
attracting households, supplying jobs and obtaining incomes from tourism 
activities; 

- not excessive developing of tourist facilities to prevent the overuse 
of environment by tourists; 

- educating tourists about the biologic diversity existing in the area 
and the preservation means by  drawing up and issuing some behavior 
norms that tourists must obey. 

A type of tourism that can contribute to rural development is 
cultural tourism. This can be a chance to revive and preserve the cultural 
traditions. The life style, the architectural one, the occupations, costumes 
and popular shows are important attractions for tourists. That is why they 
must be properly rendered valuable and preserved for the benefit of local 
population. 

Rural tourism development can not be achieved rationally and 
efficiently without a public administration obeying general rules which are 
in accordance with the characteristics the tourism field, without a coherent, 
sable but versatile network of efficient institutions, without the control of 
the tourism activity and of its impact on the communities it manages. 

Local public administration can be one of the supporters of the 
profitable management of tourism patrimony, having at its disposal 
mechanisms by means of which tourism can develop in the larger frame of 
urban organizing and developing of localities as well as of arranging 
territory. The institutions of local public administration can play an 
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important part in supporting and promoting competitive tourism, in 
maintaining normal relations between the natives and tourists. They also 
contribute to the progress and prosperity of other sectors of activity and of 
the respective zone. 

The authorities of the local public administration are increasingly 
involved in complex matters which the territorial-administrative unit is 
faced with and that is why the action area change and even expand: 

- local administration must be capable to use proper resources by 
means of local programs of economic development. These can attract other 
resources, too, apart from the public ones;  

- local authorities must take other decisions referring to local 
development but this implies an increased awareness of local potential and 
of community’s necessities; 

- local administration is the one that gives the politic answer to the 
local economy problems; 

- local economy is the basis for the incomes from taxes collected by 
local authority. Local authorities should be interested in managing the 
interests of an economically stable administrative-territorial unit, in 
delivering good public services, in efficiently planning the development of 
the respective zone. 

The responsibilities of the local authorities show the important part 
they play in the economic and social life of the community they represent. 
The change of the economic-social system, the problems generated by the 
transition process in Romania and the globalization of economy made the 
life of localities more difficult. That is why, the decisions of the responsible 
factors are very important to overcome the problems that occur. 

Therefore, the development of rural tourism is an alternative which 
the local authorities can employ making use of the potential of the 
administrative-territorial unit, the tendencies and opportunities which they 
identify. 

The tasks of local authorities regarding the sustainable development 
of rural tourism and their way of action are presented in the following table. 
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Table 1.  
The tasks and the way of action of the local pubic authorities for developing 

rural tourism  
Tasks Way of Action 

• act as an essential factor 
in planning rural tourism 
development; 

 

• identifying the tourism potential of the respective 
locality or county and decides on the types of tourism 
that can be developed there; 

• establishing the strategies and the development policy 
of rural tourism; 

• achieving the tourism planning and coordinating the 
implementation of the goals in the plan 

• finance tourism 
development projects, 
totally or partially; 

 

• providing the general infrastructure and the necessary 
assets; 

• diversifying the tourist offer in the areas they manage; 
• attracting investors and new investments; 
• offering facilities to companies that deliver tourist 

services. 

• involve in creating 
favorable circumstances 
for developing the 
tourism field; 

 
 

• creating an attractive and stable business environment 
by means of a competent and uncorrupted 
administration and an impartial judicial system; 

• solving the proprietary right problems;  
• obtaining the community’s support for tourism 

development; 
• creating some regulations and local standards 

regarding tourism development; 
• preserving the security and health in the tourism areas. 

• act for protecting the 
tourism resources; 

 
 

• being in charge with capitalizing the territory; 
• establishing measures of protecting environment;  
• carrying out tourist education programs and programs 

that inform tourists about the respective area; 
• matching the tourist offer with the level of the 

administrative-territorial unit they manage; 

• are a part of the tourism 
development 
management. 

 

• creating and keeping the relevant levels of information; 
•  coordinating tourism with other governing levels in 

view of correlating the programs existing at local level 
with those existing at regional and central level; 

• Managing the crisis situations which can diminish the 
tourism activity in the respective area. 

 
The politic commitment in view of developing tourism in a planned 

and sustainable manner is essential. The fulfillment of this commitment 
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requires sometimes the informing of politicians about the potential 
importance of tourism in the area and the importance of its development in 
accordance with the sustainability principles. 

Mention can also be made of the priorities which the local public 
authorities must take into account in order to develop rural tourism. My 
opinion is that these priorities are: 

- making some researches to analyze the problem of rural tourism, 
taking into account certain tourist objectives and boarding structures and to 
identify some possible foreign financings which may stimulate the 
implementation of the local policy in the tourism field. If potential investors 
did not study the existing tourism resources, their capacities and the 
possibilities of tourism development of the respective area, they will 
certainly hesitate to invest in the respective area; 

- putting into practice the actions which aim at developing the 
respective area in accordance with some decisions of the local councils. 
Because of the everyday problems, this subject is postponed or even ignored 
in spite of the fact that it could attract investors; 

- increasing the awareness about the importance of tourism activities 
and of the positive impact which the tourism field can have on the 
respective area at the level of each town hall or public institution; 

- creating various permanent information sources for tourism. The 
existence of advertising materials containing information about the tourism 
objectives and the boarding houses, Web pages which can be easily 
accessed by people, is compulsory. 

- organizing actions to improve the way in which environment looks. 
This matter is very important as it has negative effects not only the natives’ 
lives but also that of the tourists. Pollution, the bad management of some 
communities, disorder have all a negative impact not only in the case of all 
citizens but also in the case of tourists. 

Local public authorities and tourism are two notions which are 
intimately linked. Thus, the local public authority can encourage tourism, 
which, in the end, reflects the social relations generated by tourism. 

Local authorities must understand that tourism resources must be 
preserved and looked after, as tourism contributes to the economic welfare 
of the area by creating new jobs and generating incomes for local 
businessmen and, implicitly, for local communities, by means of the tax 
system. At the same time, tourism is an educational environment which 
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helps both tourists and the local population to get information about the 
history, the natural, cultural and anthropoid resources of the respective area, 
contributing to creating some common links and interests between tourists 
and the native population, and to the friendship among peoples and to peace. 

Taking into account the idea that sustainable development meets the 
requirements of the present without compromising the capacity of future 
generations to satisfy their own needs, tourism, as an economic activity, 
must collaborate with the other economic activities to improve the quality of 
environment and the resource stock. Therefore, it becomes necessary for 
local and central authorities, for local communities together with those that 
offer tourism services and connected services, for those that protect 
environment and even for tourists who benefit from the tourism offer and 
the quality of the environment of the respective tourism destination, to 
contribute to tourism development. 
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