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The agri-food sector, by the organization of the product chains or product 
groups in the new context generated by the enlargement of the EU 
towards the East of Europe and accentuated globalization has many 
advantages offered by new spatial approach and the increased 
competitiveness. 
The organization of the chains is a major concern for Romanian 
administration. The legislative and institutional harmonization is going 
on in order to make functional the new institutions created for the 
implementation of the Common Agricultural Policies. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Romania is on its way to embrace the agricultural structures and the 
organization on chain products and products groups as the ones existing in 
the EU. The knowledge of these models takes the appliance of concepts 
such as agri-food system, chains, new directions in the context of EU 
extension and globalization emphasize. 

The survey on chains involves a detailed analyze of the chains, 
commercialization channels, performance on each stage, and finding the 
solutions for a raise in competitiveness of the products on the market.   

Romania has not a formed and functionally agri-food sector, yet. 
The brake-outs which took place during the reorganization and privatization 
in agriculture, food industry, and agri-food trade has not been repaired on 
the basis of privatization of these sectors. This process in ongoing and it will 
be accelerated now when Romania is part of the EU. 

 
MATERIAL AND METHOD 
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In order to ensure the need for food of the population it is necessary 

to make complex economic activities, such as: producing agricultural 
throughputs; conditioning, getting in and storage; processing the 
throughputs in agri-food products; distribution chains.  

Due to the top-down diversification of the activities, the agriculture 
created various models of integration, according to the diversity of food 
products. The modern agri-food economy appeared and it is characterized 
by the links between sectors and products such as: 

- agri-food chains specific to different products and groups of 
products; 

- the agri-food chain at national level, which integrates the products 
chains or groups of products, and which represents the agri-food economy 
or the “agri-food system” 

The activities within the chains are supported also by the 
involvement of the professional and inter-professional organizations and by 
the producers groups. 

On the basis of the Law 778/2001, there have been funded inter-
professional organizations on agri-food products. The law controls the 
setting up of the nongovernmental inter-professional organizations on 
products or groups of products, at national and zonal level. 

The inter-professional organizations on chain product or group of 
products they are meant to make known to the public the policies and the 
Government strategies on this field, the legislation on this area. They are 
organized and have a similar function as the EU inter-professional 
organizations, settled by the Regulation of the EU Council no.2200/1996. 

The activity of inter-professional organizations looks for: 
- agri-food products (natural products, animal products including 

bio-products and ready to eat products, worked and/or conserved, secondary 
products from the natural products); 

- the agri-food product chain, treated as functional relations system 
which ties together producers, processors, transporters, warehouses, 
distributors and retailers and/or stock exchanges ; 

- the market of the agri-food product treated as the total acts of 
selling and buying, the demand and the offer of an agri-food product, the 
meeting place for buyers and sellers. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 
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Starting 1989, there has been a fall in demand for inland agri-food 

products. This was due to the reduced buying power of the population and 
to some facilities for foreign products*. 

The performances have been weak and we can tell about a lack of 
performance till now. From some estimations, on the basis of the „final 
production” criteria, agriculture – food industry ratio was 1: 0,82 lei, and by 
the „gross added value” criteria 1: 0,50 lei. This result shows a relevant gap 
of the Romanian agri-food sector and the EU.  

The considerable gaps on efficiency and production are the basis of 
the main disparities between Romania and EU on food safety. Between the 
main causes of the efficiency gaps there are the quantity and the quality of 
the production factors, including technology and information. From 
economic point of view there have been fundamental changes in agriculture 
and up and down of it. To the internal stress for adjusting the market 
economy we may add the external evolutions concerning the competition 
between the main producers. 

 The productive structure of the agri-food economy can be evaluated, 
mainly, by analyze of the sector’s contribution to the configuration of the 
national economy resources, by determination the changes in weight of the 
agri-food sector. The main tendencies are: 

- a decrease in agricultural intermediary selling to food industry, 
confirming the reorganization of agriculture-food industry reports.; 

- the relatively low and fluctuating ratio of intermediary products 
selling to agricultural production, because of the tendency to be part of the 
final consumption. 

The evolution of the Romanian agri-food sector shows that this 
sector is on constant modernization and restructuring. The performances in 
the agri-food sector, finally shows the level of the food safety of the 
population and his involvement in structuring and an economic development 
in harmony. 

On the way how it is assured the integration of the agriculture with 
food industry and connected activities depends, on high scale the increased 
food quality and level of food auto-sufficiency*.  

                                                
* Popescu M: “Concentrarea producţiei agricole – tendinţe convergente şi divergente cu 
UE”, Ed. Expert, Bucureşti, 2001 
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From the consumption point of view, we can underline some 
essential characteristics, such as: 

- a high level of cereals and cereal products consumption, both in 
rural and urban areas; 

- a low consumption of meat and meat products, a little over the half 
of the European level; 

- a very low consumption of fruits and vegetables and fruits and 
vegetables products, because of the very little internal offer; 

- an increased potatoes consumption that together with cereals 
indicate a low qualitative structure of food consumption in our country. 

The Romanian National Program for Rural Development 2007-2013 
pays respect for the „Commission Guiding Lines” and comprises the general 
strategy and the translation of the Communitarian and National priorities. 
According to CE Regulation no. 1698/2005, financial allocations on axes 
are presented in Table 1.  

Table 1      
Financial Allocations for 2007-2013 

Specification 
Per cents allocated from the European 
Agricultural Rural Development Fund  

Axe I: The raise in competitively of the 
agricultural (including products processing) and 
forestry sector 

45% 

Axe II: The improvement of the rural 
environment 

25% 

Axe III: Life quality in rural areas and the 
diversification of the rural economy 

30% 

Total, from witch: 100% 
     Implementation Axe IV: LEADER 2,5% 
     Technical Assistance 4,0% din FEADR (301 mil Euro) 
     Contribution to national complementary 
direct payments 

500 mil. Euro 

Total EARDF 8022,5 mil. Euro 

Source: MAPDR: “The Romanian National Program for Rural Development 2007-2013”, 
October 2006  

  
During 2007-2013 the irredeemable allocation from the EU for rural 

development is 8,022 billion Euros. 20% from the funds allocated to rural 

                                                                                                                        
* Letiţia Zahiu: “Management agricol”, Ed. Economică, Bucureşti, 1999 



LUCRĂRI ŞTIINŢIFICE, SERIA I, VOL. X (1) 

development for the first three years from the Romania join to EU (2007-
2009), representing 2,38 mill. Euro, from the EARDF, will be allocated to 
National Complementary Direct Payments from the First Pillar of CAP’s. 

Main specific objectives for Axis I „The raise in competitively of the 
agricultural (including products processing) and forestry sector” there are: 

- Sustainable development of a competitive agri-food sector by 
improved processing and marketing of the agricultural products, by 
developing human resource sector, connected with added value on the 
products chain. a positive impact on hired personnel from this sector is 
expected from these measures and also a closer approach to the market; 

- A better products competitiveness and the modernization of the 
processing and storage units, a competitive management on human 
resources. 
  „The Strategic Guiding Lines” from the EU for the period 2007-
2013, impose that the allocated resources for Axe 1 to create a strong and 
dynamic agri-food sector based on the priority of knowledge transfer and 
innovation alongside agri-food chains and prioritized sectors and 
investments in human and physic capital. It goes for the improvement of the 
companies and the introduction of new technologies. It also goes for the 
agglomeration of the agricultural land, storage, new agricultural 
infrastructures, and support for the subsistence farms to transform in 
sustainable farms. Stimulating the development of a competitive agri-food 
sector goes for market functionality, able to face the competition on the 
international markets. 
 The technical specifications for Axis I comprise detailed objectives, 
correlation with other measures from EARDF and other structural funds, 
funds beneficiary, limits, types of payments, impact indicators waited to be 
realized, legislation . 
 For the reorganization and modernization of the Romanian agri-food 
sector will contribute also the financial allocations for Pillar I of CAP’s 
(direct payments and market strategies) and will be around 4 million Euro 
for 2007-2013. 
 

 
CONCLUSIONS 
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A very important problem for the Romanian agri-food chains is the 
reorganization and the modernization by attracting foreign investments in all 
sectors, especially in agri-food sector. Encouraging foreign investments 
should be supported by encouraging internal investments especially in small 
and medium size companies in rural areas. 

The improvement of the marketing activities for all the components 
of the chain and market stabilization could reduce the gaps on the 
organization and functionality of the EU chains. 
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