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Markets processes are one of the sources of inefficiency, but not the only 
one, political processes are too. Externalities appear when an agent is 
making a decision and is not bear all of the consequences of its action. 
The legislation could impose taxes to correct this inefficiency and intent 
to correct the damages. This concept is easy to define in principle, but is 
difficult to implement in practice because is necessary to know the level of 
pollution and the marginal costs for every emitter.  
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policy  
 
 The contemporary world is confronted with a serial of radical and 
fast changes, which are expressed during longer or shorter period of time in 
all human activities fields, even in ecological economical ones. The human 
behavior and human values, and the resulted priorities, are changing as a 
result of new information releasing and passing through new experience. 
The question that frequently has arisen in connection with these drastic 
changes had the following content: Which will be the elements that will 
generate some world decision adoption in a unitary way regarding the 
environment protection? Which effort should be made by the governments 
in order to inverse the planet Earth environmental factors degradation and to 
assure a sustainable future for the next generation? Which is the impact of 
the environmental taxes upon the product final price? How is going to 
influence these taxes implementation upon the enterprise price policy? 
 Environmental taxes are defined as a tax whose tax base is a physical 
unit (or a proxy of it) of something that has a proven, specific negative 
impact on the environment (European Commission, Environmental taxes – 
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A statistical guide, p. 4). It was decided to include all taxes on energy and 
transport in the definition of environmental taxes.  

Environmental taxes have long been an instrument to adjust revenues 
in national budgets and to some extent serve as an incentive to change the 
behavior of citizens by increasing the costs of certain products which have a 
negative impact on the environment. European efforts such as the Lisbon 
strategy emphasize that environmental taxes are an important instrument, 
not only for the protection of the environment but also for competitiveness 
and growing economies. The green tax reform should lead to decreasing 
labor taxes and more weight being put on environmental taxes (European 
Communities, Environmental taxes in the European economy 1995 – 2003, 
2007, p1). 

Energy taxes are made up of for example excise duties on mineral 
oils, duties on electricity, coal tax and taxes on gas. There are exemptions of 
certain taxes counted as energy taxes. Most exemptions are in place for 
reasons of international competitiveness. Within the transport sector is for 
instance aviation exempted from tax on kerosene and international 
navigation is normally exempt from different types of energy taxes in the 
European countries. 

For analytical purposes, the environmental taxes can be divided into 
four main categories (European Commission, Environmental taxes, A 
statistical guide, Luxemburg 2001, p12.) : 

• Energy taxes (including CO2-taxes) 
• Transport taxes 
• Pollution taxes 
• Resource taxes (excluding taxes on oil and gas) 

By example in the European Union households account for just over 
50% of energy taxes paid but their final energy consumption account for 
just above 26% of total energy consumption.  

In order to pass over the legal difficulties, some governments use – 
more or less – a highly efficient set of instruments in changing operation. 
Satisfying the sustainability condition need new investments – one of these 
is the fiscal policy – a component of government’s environmental policy.  
 The governments should pay to sustain different programs in the 
field: the founds are generally coming from the taxes.  Lack of necessary 
founds will determine the government to make public loans. In general in 
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economy and in marketing especially, it has to be taken off the vail of 
monetary fluxes to understand the real resources fluxes. Behind taxes fluxes 
there are the government needs, through this the decision it will be taken 
how the resources will be obtained, need for all the households and 
enterprises, as well as their repartition for collective consume and 
investments. Actual ambient politics is cooling down non-sustainability 
symptoms, prescribing solutions that will actuate upon the effects, but, the 
real disease is still spreading. Now days, the governments continues to 
subvention in many cases, those activities that threaten the survivor on a 
long term the economy: the fishing ships are yearly subvention with billion 
of dollars, even if their yearly capacity overflow the sustainable efficiency 
of fishing areas. In Germany, the coal production was subvention 
continuously for years, even if, The Scientific Community of this country 
expressed clearly the opinion regarding the necessity of reducing the carbon 
emission.  The ecological policy taken by Germany created prejudices to the 
environment through the carbon emissions, but the real problems are much 
deeper than they look at the first sight. In order to determine the economic 
system to reflect and not to hide the ecological realities, the society has to 
get a radical principle and in the same time obviously: the damage has to be 
paid in totality. To make all the ones that pollutes to pay, the governments 
has to approve not so many environment authorizations, ore to put taxes 
directly on polluting activities. On long term, the taxes and the 
authorizations have to stimulate cleaner technologies and life styles and 
more efficient ones for the limited environmental resources which Earth is 
able to provide it.  
 The contemporary fiscal systems – does not matter the government 
political particularities that are working on it – is characterized by the 
existence of two big categories of taxes/duties: traditional taxes and modern 
taxes. If people are considering traditional taxes as a necessary evil, modern 
taxes (where environmental taxes are placed) are considered as being a force 
for economy improving.  
  The same as „the parents” of direct and indirect taxes, the specialists 
of developed countries that tried to fiscal system, introducing between 
modern taxes a serial of environmental taxes modifications (green taxes): 
from those for water pollution to those for air pollution, others hundreds of 
environmental taxes now presents in the developed countries. The tax is 
charged for pollution and on negative externalities are called „green taxes”, 
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because through them the environmental protection and income increasing 
is watched. Introducing this tax will determine the enterprise to reduce their 
emission and protect the environment, reducing the damages which 
pollution is making on people and on our planet. The green tax will offer 
incomes for administrations and they will be able to use them for own 
activities financing, or to reduce the taxes for advantageous activities, as 
labor and accomplishing savings.  
 The green taxes have a double efficiency: the state will obtain 
incomes, and the environment is protected, because the tax is discouraging 
the negative externalities. But, are few states that had used these fiscal 
instruments in order to eliminate the income and salary taxes. 
 The increasing utilization of sustainable taxes means practically a 
generalized practice for politicians from many countries in order to express 
the purposes regarding environmental protection using: carbon dioxide to be 
pumped into the oil extraction deposits, exploitation limits of marine 
potential and so on. As an effect, Netherlands as example, the adopted taxes 
system reduced the river and lakes industrial pollution, and even the total 
plumb and mercury emissions.  
 Many developing countries use environmental market mechanisms 
in an opposite way comparative with developed markets. Instead of putting 
taxes on pollution or resource exhausting, some governments are auctioning 
the pollution or resource utilization. Using this sort of system, he society 
could impose a maximum level of quantity or resource utilization that are 
exploited for each year. In contrast with this, through environmental taxes 
prices are delimited and the market is let alone to decide upon the quantity. 
But these mechanisms are almost similar, because, both could generate 
governmental founds and could use the market in order to discourage the 
environmental degradation.  
 Countries with less experience in market economy – planned 
economies – are the ones who impose the most sophisticated environmental 
taxes (as example Chine and Russia situation). These systems developed in 
the latest 30 years of communist tradition and force the standards to be 
respected using fees.  
 Now days there are hundreds of green taxes, beginning with dioxide 
carbon emission taxes till the engine oil taxes, from water exhausting taxes 
that are applied for excessive water pumping or its extraction from aquifer 
fossils, till the taxes for long run goods recycling. Most of the money that is 
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coming into the budget is from environmental taxes applied on engine fuels.  
In European Union, the gas price is an average 4 times higher comparative 
with USA as a result of environmental taxes imposed by the government. 
Ideally, the obtained incomes should be utilized for developing some 
modalities of covering sustainable resources for ecological necessities for a 
certain region, being practically used for sustainable environmental 
programs founding.   
 But which is the right modality for calculating and establishing these 
taxes? In order to determine them are necessary a serial of measurements, 
and on their basis it will be calculated the pollution and the damages 
determined by it. Even after pollution effect estimation or resource 
evaluation, result conversion into monetary terms is extremely difficult.  

Revealed preference techniques can be divided into direct and 
indirect methods.  Direct revealed preference methods  include  simulated  
market  exercises,  i.e.,  constructing  a  real  market  for  a  non-market  
good,  and  replacement  costs. Market prices are  used  when  there  is  a  
physical  impact  –  through  a  dose-response  or  exposure-response 
function – on the production function of a given market good. The 
replacement or restoration cost method assumes that the economic cost of 
a non-market good can be estimated by the market price of a substitute 
market good that can replace or restore the original quantity or quality level 
of the non-market good. 

Indirect revealed preference techniques use models of 
relationships between market goods and the non-market  good  of  interest,  
assuming  that  there  is  some  kind  of  substitute  or complementary  
relationship  between  both  goods (European Commission, N — ExternE – 
Externalities of Energy – Methodology 2005 Update, Luxembourg: Office 
for Official Publications of the European Communities, ISBN 92-79-00423-
9, p. 4-9 

Anyway it should be underlined that these taxes evaluation is made 
considering many criteria, as: 
-  geographic localization and the impact of each pollution form upon the 
environment; 
- the legislation and the culture of each state/region  in a close linkage with 
local tradition, unwritten laws and EU legislation; 
-  the historic environment (past taxes which where applied in that are) ; 
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- the period of time for which the environmental authorization/ permit is 
released or taxes are calculated. To buy a environmental permit for a long 
period of time will ask a larger amount of money.  The permits for most of 
the pollution „commerce systems” are each of them determined for pollutant 
quantity.;  
- the progressively or the regressive of taxes system. In industrialized 
countries, the taxes are regressive because the taxes are taken more money 
from the poorest and less money from the richest. In order to be sure that the 
environmental mechanisms and not too appreciated and will create social 
inequities, and will became necessary that the decision makers to take in 
consideration the taxes system progressively; 
- the nation microeconomic structure. Small nations that have an economy 
that is depending by the commerce, will have an entire variety of exceptions 
for industry, which begun to be transferred upon the consumers. In 
developed countries this actins are not frequently happening. 
 On long term, countries have to harmonize the environmental taxes, 
especially when those are connected to global issues like: acid rain, ozone 
destruction, global warming. Because the destruction of non-sustainable 
industries will generate economic problems, the governments will have to 
plan major changes around the taxes, step by step as much as the 
circumstances are allowing, and to give people enough time to adapt.  
 Which is the impact of „green taxes” upon the enterprises price 
policy? 
 Even if the main element for price determination is the concept 
„How much the buyer agree to pay for a good of a service?”, for the public 
field the price is established by the public balance. The taxes and the fees 
are the price that all of us have to pay and the reasons are so obviously. 
 Analyzing the enterprise price strategy, as a major part of enterprise 
marketing strategy, it is shown that that price is a complex and variable 
strategy. If the objectives of price strategy are liked to the income, volume, 
competition, social responsibility, the factors that influence the price policy 
are resemblance. They are coming from high costs, completive environment, 
organizational culture, and from the environment too. 
 One of the problems which arise from the factors determination that 
will have an influence upon the decision of pricing determination is that 
they do not remove the risks that are generated by the fact that the 
environment is ignored, concept that is found in each enterprise.  
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 An enterprise that is willing to have success will look to involve a 
large amount of information for price determination and they will have clear 
objectives and efficient procedures in order to assure that they focused on 
consumers and this is as important as any other marketing decision.  
 When we are talking about environmental factors that are 
influencing the price policy, we are talking about the environment with its 
changes, fluctuations, problems (by example natural disasters)  which will 
have a great impact upon the environment, and the pollution problem with 
its negative effects upon the economic environmental in general and upon 
the marketing environmental in particular.  
 By other words, the price impact of the public environment upon the 
enterprise price policy is a decisive one, that will determine radical changes 
for the enterprise price strategy, changes that are resulting from the fact that 
the new environmental taxes could not be ignored al microeconomic level. 
The result of this complex method for price calculation is determining an 
increasing of the final product/service final price. 
 The environmental taxes/fees could have a global character (some 
are local and some are global). By example, the taxes level for the smog are 
different for each city, but a tax for a global issue (as green effect gases 
releasing) will better functioning if they are uniformly applied around the 
world.  
 As soon as taxes will be implemented, the social costs of 
environmental activities will reflect this, the governments will include and 
finance the economic and social activities from the collected founds.  
 The most efficient and the most benefic utilizations for collected 
taxes are: 
 - the alternative energy sources (wind energy, photovoltaic cells, 
energetic plats) became competitive or almost competitive. The solution for 
taxes utilization in the situation of fossils fuels, taxes that will reflect the 
costs which will be paid by the enterprises, costs that are generated by the 
negative effects of this energy usage and as result air pollution, acid rains, 
global warming is generated, and as economic result the investment in 
heating plant is diminishing and this will encourage the investment in wind 
and solar energy obtaining. Cheap energy produced by solar energy will be 
utilized for water electrolysis, and it will produce hydrogen, which is an 
affordable way for stocking and transporting the solar energy.  
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The contemporary economy, based on fossil fuels burning, could be 
replaced by an economy which use the energy taken from sun – hydrogen 
and which will not generate destructive increasing of global temperatures; 
 - replacing taxes on income with taxes on environment, and it will 
not have an influence upon the governmental budgets, but they will switch 
the investments directions, and is starts to became obviously that not 
military aggression but food and environmental crisis are the primordial 
factors are destabilizing the states on long term  
 Stopping the incomes / salary taxes and the transition to a sustainable 
economy will generate new employment possibilities. In developing 
countries – by example in China and India – which burn large quantities of 
coal, taxes on carbon could became a major source for incomes, allowing to 
governments to drop the dependence for the taxes from commerce, selling 
and corporative profits, which create a discrimination for poorest and 
embarrassing investments.  
 The development of an ecological economy has to be an important 
step for all governments, and the environmental tax one of the major 
instrument in order to reach this goal. Comparative with developed 
countries or the union countries, the Romanian legislation encourage in an 
insufficient way a sustainable ecological economy and a legislative 
improving is necessary.  
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