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The post-accession aspects of the development consolidation in our 
country are related to The European Sustainable Development Strategy, 
adopted   by the European Council in Göteborg, 2001, as a regulation 
follow up to the Rio-Conventions, 1992. Significant efforts are made, still, 
Romania remains unable to use all the rural subvention, due to the 
structural gap compared to EU, and to the clearly phase difference of the 
macroeconomic business cycle of its economy: this shows a rural sector 
different business cycle, allowing horizontal transfer of disturbances from 
other national economies. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 
The present aspects of the development consolidation in our country 

are related to the European Sustainable Development Strategy, adopted   by 
the European Council in Göteborg (2001), as a regulation follow up to the 
Rio-Conventions (1992). This was complemented by an external dimension 
in 2002 by the European Council in Barcelona (2002).  

However, unsustainable trends in relation to climate change and 
energy use, threats to public health, poverty and social exclusion, 
demographic pressure and ageing, management of natural resources, 
biodiversity loss, land use and transport still persist and they are permanent 
challenges for the community. Joined forces are needed, in short term 
actions, whilst maintaining a long- term perspective, to gradually change the 
current unsustainable consumption and production patterns, of all sort. 

 
2. DEBATE 
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The EU Commission launched three years later (2004), “On the 

review of the Sustainable Development Strategy – A platform for action”, 
and also a renewed Sustainable Development Strategy for the enlarged EU. 

All these documents set out a coherent strategy on how the EU will 
more effectively live up to its long- standing commitment to meet the 
challenges of sustainable development.  

The Rio-Conventions springing approach, (upon bio-diversity and 
upon climatic changes) will be applied systematically to all economic and 
environmental EU policies.  

Now, the Commission develops indicators for monitoring and 
periodically evaluating progress towards achieving the strategy's goals. 
They will reflect the efficiency in using resources, the cutting of resource 
use from its negative environmental impact, and the decoupling of negative 
environmental impact from economic growth. 

Romania develops her own priorities in accordance with its needs 
and national plans, policies and programs, in order to achieve significant 
progress in the years ahead in meeting three fundamental objectives: 
a. To incorporate environmental costs in the decisions of producers and 
consumers, to reverse the tendency to treat the environment as a "free good" 
and to pass these costs on to other parts of society, other countries, or to 
future generations; 
b. To move more fully towards integration of social and environmental costs 
into economic activities, so that prices will appropriately reflect the relative 
scarcity and total value of resources and contribute towards the prevention 
of environmental degradation; 
c. To include, wherever appropriate, the use of market principles in the 
framing of economic instruments and policies to pursue sustainable 
development. 

In implementing the European Policies, Romanian government 
should consider gradually building on experience with economic 
instruments and market mechanisms by undertaking to reorient policies, 
keeping in mind national plans, priorities and objectives, in order to: 
- Establish effective combinations of economic, regulatory and voluntary 
(self- regulatory) approaches; 
- Remove or reduce those subsidies that do not conform with sustainable 
development objectives; 
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- Reform or recast existing structures of economic and fiscal incentives to 
meet environment and development objectives; 
- Establish a policy framework that encourages the creation of new markets 
in pollution control and environmentally sounder resource management; 
- Move towards pricing consistent with sustainable development objectives. 

“The National Strategic Framework 2007-2013” was adopted in 
2006.  

This document re-takes the designed directions of the “National 
Development Plan 2007-2013”, adding some specific tasks for the 
implementation.  

According to this “National Strategic Framework”, there are 
challenges for the rural and farm development, confronted with a series of 
problems connected to: 

• The presence of a quasi-large number of non-profitable farms, 
having a 1.7 ha. of area. 

• A lower productivity and quality of products, compared to the 
average of the European Union, most of it due to the lack of 
financial resources and to the precarious infra-structure. 

• A deficit arising from the import and the export balance of farm 
products, because the Romanian exports owe less added value 
(comparative disadvantage). 

• The lack of an organized commercial (supply) chain allowing a huge 
discrepancy between the small producer price and the high selling 
price. 

• The precarious infrastructure. 
• In some regions, a permanent exposure to the natural risks such as 

earthquakes or floods. 
The general strategy follows the implementation of a multi-

functional model for rural and farm development. The basic principle in 
applying this model is promoting a balanced development of the farm and 
non- farm functions of the rural areas. 

Pragmatic actions will be taken in the direction of the national needs 
regarding the quality of the infrastructure, as well as solving the structural 
problems of the domain, and to support this plan, up to € 34 billion will be 
available for development and support to agriculture and rural development 
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through the EU Structural Funds as a part of the Common Agricultural 
Policy. 

Our country integrated since 2007 with the European economy, and 
at the time, coming fulfillments were expected because the latest 8 years of 
rapid economic growth showed a promising potential for good results, the 
Romanian foreign deficit was low and also, accession to the Euro-zone was 
a closer target. 

Wat happened was that the agricol production decreased during the 
last year, the first year of Romania integration in the UE economy, with 
more than 13% in value, compared with 2006, and with more than 18 % in 
volume, according to Eurostat Report.  

Such an abruptment in the sectorial macroeconomic rezult was 
somehow expected by the skeptics of the European integration, being 
knowk that the national performances of Romanian agriculture are lower 
than the western average ones.  

During the post-socialist evolution of the economy, this was the 
worst measured result, fact that must draw attention to the economists and 
specialists. 

This situation has as prime impact a diminishing of the average 
Romanian farmers incomes of 16,7%, followed by the social negative effect 
of the lowering incomes. 

The similar situation of Bulgaria, a country which joined UE in the 
same time, is not an observation able to comfort us (Bulgaria reported a 
21% decreasing of production volume in agricol sector per 2007).  

Also, the European subventions remained un-used in milk, sugar and 
tobaco productions for the last year. The annuity-system supporting the 
European Union rural development is a wisely desighed mechanism of 
promoting competitiveness, cutting subventions for the extra- planned 
production, thus giving way to the highest possible perfeormances in 
production. The annuity-support system is expected to bring the re-
structuration of the agricultural and rural sector of our country, but it is a 
disputable argument the subvention-cutting, diminishing or even worse- not 
using it now, for the national, regional and local conditions.  

This is why we conssider that the market distortions and local 
bureaucraty broughed up another unexpected consequence of joining UE: 
the imposibility of the complete using subvention founds for a basic aliment, 
such as milk, and also for sugar and tobaco is more than a lack of absorbing 
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founds, it shows a dimension of the rural disparity up to the European 
average level in this domain. 

 In line with the agricultural measured gap up to the more advanced 
standards, we notice that structural adjustment of agricultural sector with the 
European budgeted policies is a huge effort for all the society, not only for 
those directly engaged in the rural field. 

 
3. CONCLUSIONS 

 
The 2008 budget of EU directs for the first time more founds to 

economic growth than to agriculture exploitations and natural resources: 
almost half of the 2008 planed budget, 44.2%, is directed to economic 
growth and employment.  

This European economic policy decision came as a result of the 
World Bank statistic showing that the world economic growth rate was 
reported 3.9% in 2006, 3.6% in 2007, while the estimations are 3.3% for 
2008 and 3.6% for 2009.  

 The supplement of finance for growth objective is obviously 
directed to prevent the potential negative effects of a word markets’ 
temporary decline, which could have an undesired impact on European 
market. 

This prudence in the European economic policy shows a strong will 
of improving quality of life and the welfare for the European citizens. 

Meanwhile, the farming policy and managing the natural resources 
has got 43.6% from the total expenses, and as present changes we notice the 
raising sums directed to the rural development programs, (12.5 milliards 
Euro, +1.6%), while direct payments to the farmers are in a slow decrease, 
on the purpose of reinforcing their self-competitiveness. 

On the other hand, Romania has a higher economic growth-rate for 
eight years now, (6% estimated for 2008), but still, remains unable to use all 
the rural subvention, due to the structural gap compared to EU, and to the 
clearly phase difference of the macroeconomic business cycle of its 
economy: this shows a rural sector different business cycle, allowing 
horizontal transfer of disturbances from other national economies.  

These transferred disturbances enter in the national system by 
imports; for instance Romania produces sugar using imported sugar-beat 
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from Poland, inside a raising price mechanism, which harms regional price 
stability.  

It is the time to remember that European Economy is a human 
construction, not perfect, but aiming to ideal competition, for the benefit of 
all consumers, thus, authorities should co-ordinate their national policies in 
a mutual mode as well, not only being guided from one center, for the 
purpose of a reliable intervention on the market mechanism. 

Going for cohesion, the sustainable communities at all levels should 
be able to manage and use resources efficiently, to plan a material support 
for the eco-development innovation in economic activities, ensuring 
prosperity, welfare, environmental and social protection. 
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