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In European economy, regional disparities still persists, even after many 
decades of joint development, and for the latest integrated countries, 
Romania among them, the un-equalities in economic performances is a 
target to solve as soon as possible, a major tool for gaining this being 
increasing competency. Cross-border activities are specific for higher 
education which is the main deliverer of competent up-dating trainings. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The agricultural policy was the first regulated economic policy in 

European construction, for it was included in the Rome Treaty, 1957, as a 
basic and fundamental issue. During the historic evolution of the EU, it 
played a significant role in the consolidation of the integration process, and 
gathered the common interest of all member states and to the candidate 
states. This longevity of the agricultural policy, playing a core-role in the 
European macroeconomic policies is explained by its-self evolution of the 
concept and of its contempt: it started as a largely financed domain which 
secures the subsistence of the inhabitants, and continued by developing 
related industrial-like activities, using less the common budgeting. 

Also, during long time-frames, the efficiency of EU expenses in the 
agricultural and rural sector revealed its results, trending to the diminishing 
of subventions as a consequence of the increasing productivity and price 
competitiveness of the specific products. 

 
 

2. DEBATE 
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In order to achieve the most progressive trend of the contemporary 
development, high education related skills during work are required. 
Because of this, there is a strong need of qualitative, up dated and 
permanent education, such activities being not only personal matters, but of 
public and socio-economic interest.  

Considering this state of facts, training is an individual acquisition of 
knowledge for the future, a choice for the activity performance, a challenge 
for the exploratory spirit, and a long lasting commitment for all society.   

In European economy, regional disparities still persists, even after 
many decades of joint development, and for the latest integrated countries, 
Romania among them, the un-equalities in economic performances is a 
target to solve as soon as possible, a major tool for gaining this being 
increasing competency. 

A special effort should be made to develop applications of the use of 
economic instruments and market mechanisms geared to the particular 
needs of developing countries and countries with economies in transition, 
Romania among them, with the assistance of regional and international 
economic and environmental organizations and, as appropriate, non- 
governmental research institutes, by: 
1. Providing technical support to those countries on issues relating to the 
application of economic instruments and market mechanisms; 
2. Encouraging regional seminars and, possibly, the development of 
regional centers of expertise. 

Education, research and public finance are stressed as important 
instruments in facilitating the transition to a more sustainable production 
and consumption patterns. 

This strategy, thanks to its resource life cycle based approach and 
the pooling of reliable information, should help to improve the eco- 
efficiency of resource use and smooth the way to more sustainable modes of 
organizing activities in line with the updated business standards. 

The objective of sustainable consumption and production is to 
improve the environmental and social performance for products and 
processes and encouraging their uptake by business and consumers. 

Romania is aiming to achieve by 2010 an EU average level of Green 
Public Procurement equal to that currently achieved by the best performing 
Member States, and the National Strategy of reaching the convergence 
targets relies on long life training.  
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In order to finance the policy which is protecting economy and 
competency, the European budgetary plan brings special shares to each 
chapter of resources allocation. 

This is why, almost half of the 2008 planed budget, 44.2%, is 
directed to economic growth and employment. This proves that European 
economic policy assumes a solid decision of improving quality of life and 
the welfare of the European citizens, using the most suitable means.  

The amount of budgetary expenses for the economic growth and 
employment will be in 2008 of 57.1 milliard Euro, out of a total fond of 
129.2  milliard Euro, raising with 4.2% compared to 2007.  

It will be raised the expenses with the strategic domains, such as 
research, (+11%), trans-European networks in transport, energy, (+14%) 
and long life trainings (+9%), especially “Erasmus Mundus” Programs. The 
farming policy and managing the natural resources come has a 43.6% from 
the total expenses, and as present changes we notice: raising sums directed 
to the rural development programs, (12.5 milliards Euro, +1.6%), while 
direct payments to the farmers are in a slow decrease.  

This budgetary approach does not affect chapters as energy, 
environment, freedom and security, foreign aid and it does not interfere with 
the local capacity of endowing activities, on the contrary. 

 The investment in the human resources is made because the EU 
seeks to increase its global market share in the field of environmental 
technologies and eco- innovations. For this, all European countries are 
called to design projects of accession for European founds, and develop 
systems for monitoring and evaluation of progress towards achieving 
sustainable development by adopting indicators that measure changes across 
economic, social and environmental dimensions. These two direction of 
action are the declared general objective of the cross-border projects, 
previously financed by PHARE programs, and now re-taken by Structural 
Founds financed Projects. 

Sustainable development is challenging for Romania, as for EU and 
the world economy the same, and the great challenge and opportunity is to 
raise the standards and quality of life. This involves a special attention to the 
means of accomplishing the long term development. 

Romania traditionally proved a strong commitment to European 
issues and tasks, but the socio-economic transition to a market based 
economy raised difficulties at all levels of organization. But Romania has 
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taken significant steps to ensure the long- term sustainable management, 
authorities being present at the local levels too, through a network of 
directing and guiding agencies.  

 
3. CONCLUSIONS 

  We assist at an increasing need of educational and training 
services, especially in the actual fields such as economic, information, 
technical specializations.  The needs and constrains observed in the target 
countries, especially in the aimed cross-border area, spring from existing 
gaps in the logistic endowment, compared to the European average level, 
and from here, the access to the latest news and information in the economic 
and technical field. 

 The higher the investment in the human ressources is the higher will 
be their performances, as economic agents, capable of building a sustainable 
economy, in wich everybody will benefit from a better quality of life.  

 Cross-border activities are specific for higher education which is the 
main deliverer of competent up-dating trainings;  this sort of activities, 
having long-term economic impact, are new for the Romania practice and 
they align with the European requirements of increasing the economic 
competitiveness,  on the basis of improving the quality of the education of 
labor, in order to diminish the gaps up to the most performances 
achievements in the first and foremost domains of long lasting, efficient and 
ecological development. 
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