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The agriculture represents one of the main sectors of activity of the 
Romanian economy, taking into account the biological, dynamical and 
nevertheless the high-quality agriculture, due to its high developed 
potential. 

 
Key words: agriculture, occupied population, evolution of 

population occupied in agricultural area   
 

The agricultural areas from Romania amount to 14.8mil ha (9.4mil 
ha for production) situating our country on the second place, among the 
countries in the region from this point of view, after Poland. From this area 
14300ha are dedicated to ecological agriculture mainly cereals, pasture 
lands, vegetables, fruits, the spontaneous, collecting of flora and other 
cultures in more reduced proportion. 98 % of the agricultural areas, were 
into the private area. The soil and the climate constitute positive factors for 
the accomplishment of a dynamical agricultural production. 
 In the modernizing process the Romanian agriculture was 
accompanied by the reduction of the occupied population from 74.1% in 
1950 to 27.5% in 1989, which generates favorable effect on using the factor 
of work in the national economy. 
 After December 1981 as a consequences of the abolition of the 
agricultural and production co-operative, society and of the work factor in 
the tendency shown on the international plan, in Romania the population 
occupied in agriculture has grown substantially. In 2002 it was higher with 
6.2 % than in 1989, being almost equal with that used in 1919, two decades 
before. 
 An analysis of the occupied population during 1996-2006 reveals the 
fact that it acknowledged an increasing trend during  1996-2000 from 

                                                
* University of Pitesti 



FACULTATEA DE MANAGEMENT AGRICOL 

34.64% to 41.37 %, the latter decreasing each year after 2000, reaching at 
31.1% and according to the National Commission of Prognosis, it will 
continue to decrease with 16% by 2013. This decreasing will be a result of 
the fact that a large part of this occupied population in agriculture will move 
towards the services and constructions. 
 

The evolution of the occupied population in agriculture  in Romania 
 
Year Total number 

of population 
(thousand 
people) 

The 
occupied 

population in 
agriculture 
(thousand 
people) 

The balance of occupied 
population in the 

agriculture in the total 
number of occupied 
population (thousand 

people) 

The 
dynamic % 

1996 9379 3249 34,64% 100 
1997 9023 3384 37,5% 104,15 
1998 8813 3349 38,01% 103,07 
1999 8420 3466 41,64% 106,68 
2000 8629 3570 41,37% 109.89 
2001 8563 3498 40,85% 107,66 
2002 8329 3011 36,15% 92,67 
2003 8306 2884 34,72% 88,77 
2004 8238 2634 31,97% 81,07 
2005 8390 2674 31,87% 82,30 
2006 9313 2840 31,10% 87,41 

Source: Statistic Annual Year Book of Romania 2006 

 
 This tendency was determined, on one hand, by the firing of an 
increasing number of workers in construction and industry which has forced 
to come back in the agriculture field, and, on the other hand, from passing 
from the big modern agricultural production to the small traditional 
agricultural production ( which imposes the using of an increasing volume 
of work). This tendency influences in a negative way the productivity in 
agriculture, the costs and the prices of the agricultural products, the capacity 
of competition of the Romanian agriculture. Those eliminated from the 
industry and who returned to the country side, used the advantage of having 
assured an accommodation and a household, becoming from industrial 
worker, agricultural worker. It is the sign of the tendency of the economy 
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and population of the country to become agrarian during the transition 
period. If we follow the evolutions of the occupied, it was found that, after 
2000, this began to decrease, proving that the agricultural sector, will pass to 
a second plan after the services sector, and Romania has to practice an 
agriculture of the intensive type, to deal with the requirements imposed by 
the European Union. 
 

The evolution of the average number of the employers in the Romanian 
agriculture 

 
Year Number of 

employers 
(thousand 
people) 

Number of 
employers in 
agriculture 
(thousand people) 

The balance of the 
employers in 
agriculture in the 
total number of 
employers  

1996 5939 364 6,13% 
1997 5597 352 6,29% 
1998 5369 311 5,79% 
1999 4761 240 5,04% 
2000 4623 196 4,24% 
2001 4619 189 4,09% 
2002 4568 159 3,48% 
2003 4591 152 3,31% 
2004 4469 143 3,19% 
2005 4559 144 3,16% 
2006 4910 130 2,62% 
Source: Statistic Annual Year Book of Romania 2006 

 
Concerning the evolutions recorded at the average number of employers in 
agriculture, this reduced during 1996-2006 from 6,13% to 2,62%, this thing 
being possible, firstly because in this field, the pay is reduced and many 
potential workers migrated both to cities or abroad for a higher salary, but 
also because of the lower birth in rural field in the last two years. Anyway, 
according to the National Commission of Prognoses, it is estimated that at 
the end of 2013, the number of employers in agriculture will grow to 3,6%. 
These estimations are based on the fact, once because member of the 
European Union, Romania, will benefit by funds of 14,5 billion euros, 
allotted for agriculture during 2007-2013. The obtaining of these funds is 
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conditioned by viable projects which, if they will be implemented will lead 
to the creation of new jobs in agriculture.    
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