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Adjusting agricultural structures in Romania should rely on modernising 
agricultural exploitations to become competitive on domestic and 
international markets. The result of these changes is a positive one if we 
ensure a normal degree of alimentary self-sufficiency and if we obtain 
advantages from our integration in the European Union. Financial 
results offered by the European Union and by the international financial 
bodies are a great advantage and they should be properly managed for 
the modernising of agricultural structures. 
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GENERAL ASPECTS OF ROMANIAN AGRICULTURE 
Agriculture is the great hope of recovery and sustainable 

development of our national economy due to the huge potential of recovery 
of the land, the main mean of production, recyclable and renewable. 
Unfortunately, this asset of national interest and irreplaceable support for 
agriculture has been the object of intense political dispute between several 
groups of interest representing the supporters of land retrocession to its ex-
owners and their inheritors, on one hand, and the defenders of agricultural 
exploitations with performing potential. After eighteen years of transition, 
as a result of land laws abusively enforced, Romanian agriculture detains 
almost 48 million plots of very small size, hard to work with mechanised 
equipment, hard to treat chemically, hard to irrigate, i.e. areas practically 
outside the reach of modern engineering techniques and on which one can 
only practice subsistence agriculture. At present, Romania has the most 
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fragmented agriculture in Europe, incapable of resisting the strong 
competition on the market of agricultural produce. 

Compared to the European Union, which detains an agricultural area 
of 41.00% of its total area, Romania has a larger agricultural area related to 
its total area, i.e. 62.00%. Starting from these data, we can draw the 
conclusion that Romania is advantaged compared to the other European 
Union countries, i.e. it has a larger share of agricultural lands from the 
country’s total area. Table 1 presents the structure of the land fund in 
Romania per agricultural use categories.   

Table 1 
Land fund in Romania per use categories 

Use 
Area 

Use 
Area 

Thousands of 
ha 

% 
Thousands of 

ha 
% 

Total area 23839.1 100 Total area 23839.1 100 
Total agricultural 
area 

14711.6 62.00 
Total non agricultural 
area 

9127.5 38.00 

Arable 9421.9 39.52 Forests 6779.3 28.74 
Grasslands 3346.9 14.04 Waters and marshes 839.1 3.52 
Hay-making 
fields 

1498.4 6.28 Roads 390.6 1.64 

Vineyards 223.3 0.93 Constructions 652.8 2.74 
Orchards 221.1 0.92 Other areas 465.7 1.95 

Source: Anuarul statistic al României (2005) 

 
The population occupied in agriculture has increased considerably in 

numbers from 27.00% to 36.00% as a result of the retrocession of the land 
to people that had worked previously in industry and in other fields of 
activity. In Romania’s case, the population occupied in agriculture increased 
considerably in the years 1999-2000 mainly because of the massive 
restructuring in the industrial sector and in other economic sectors as well. 

In Romania’s pre-adhesion period, one can notice rather great 
differences in the mean production per ha. Thus, in cereals, sugar, and rape, 
yields represent less than 30.00% compared to the yields in other European 
Union countries. There is a better situation in sunflower, where the yield 
was above 60.00%. There are also good results in milk and wine. 

THE MAIN PROBLEMS OF ROMANIAN AGRICULTURE: 
- Agricultural exploitations 
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Subsistence agricultural exploitations represent over two thirds 
of the total small size farms in Romania, i.e. up to three times more than 
in other countries in the region, though the number of small size farms has 
diminished these last years. The statistics of the National Institute for 
Statistics in Romania show that the number of agricultural exploitations 
decreased with 224,332, i.e. from 4.46 millions in the year 2002 to 4.23 
millions in the year 2005. In the case of exploitations owned by firms and 
natural persons, their number decreased with 4,409, i.e. from 22,672 in the 
year 2002 to 18,263 in the year 2005. 

Though the number of individual small size agricultural 
exploitations using an agricultural area of up to 2 ha diminished compared 
to the year 2002 with about 11.20% (i.e. 344,000 ha), they still detain a 
considerable share of the total number of agricultural exploitations, i.e. 
about 66.00%. 

The used agricultural area on the average per individual agricultural 
exploitation in the year 2005 compared to that of the year 2002 increased 
from 1.73 ha to 2.15 ha. At the same time, the used agricultural area on the 
average per legal unit decreased with over 10 ha, i.e. from 274.4 ha to 263.1 
ha. This decrease can be explained by the reduction of the activities and 
even by the dismantlement of some legal units, agricultural lands being 
handed in some cases to individual agricultural exploitations. 

In the year 2005, of the total number of 4,256,152 agricultural 
exploitations, 4,121,247 use an agricultural area of 13,906.7 thousand ha. Of 
these exploitations, 90.65% have an area smaller than 5 ha, 9.02% have 
between 5 and 50 ha, and 0.34% are larger than 50 ha. 
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Figure 1 Agricultural exploitations on measure classes 
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Excessive fragmentation of property in agriculture as well as the 
lack of forms of association lead to the perpetuation of a duality represented, 
on one hand, by subsistence and semi-subsistence exploitations and, on the 
other hand, by commercial exploitations. In the case of commercial 
exploitations, we can see there is still some unbalance from the point of 
view of the agricultural areas used by family exploitations (individual) and 
agricultural enterprises (legal personality), the latter managing, on the whole, 
to adapt to the needs of a performing agriculture as a result of investments 
during the pre-adhesion period. 

European Size Unit (ESU) is the generic name for the economic size 
of agricultural exploitations and it represents its economic potential. In 
Romania, less than one third of the total number of farms (29.30%) reach 
the threshold of European size unit, i.e. the equivalent of 1,200 Euro. The 
share of agricultural exploitations detaining at least 1 ESU is 21.70% in 
Hungary, 62.40% in the Czech Republic, 78.90% in Slovenia, 43.70% in 
Poland, and 50.80% in Lithuania. In exchange, the farms of at least 1 ESU 
in Romania use 74.40% of the agricultural area, compared to Hungary 
(94.80%), 99.00% (the Czech Republic), Slovenia (92.30%), Poland 
(89.00%), and Lithuania (83.70%). 

From the point of view of the ownership of their use agricultural 
areas, in the agricultural year 2004-2005, 74.50% was the property of 
agricultural exploitations and 14.00% was rented, compared to the 
agricultural year 2001-2002, when 63.90% of the agricultural lands was the 
property of agricultural exploitations and 5.40% was rented. The rest of 
areas were used by concession, upon rental, free of charge or otherwise. 
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Figure 2 Agricultural surface tenure manner 
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The area used by individual agricultural exploitations represented, 

per agricultural exploitation categories, in 2004-2005, 86.30% of the total 
agricultural area used by them, while the area used by legal personality units 
represented 52.30% of their total agricultural area. 

- Livestock  
At the end of 2005, they have recorded 2,766 thousand cattle, 4,936 

thousand swine, 8,385 thousand sheep and goats, 81,701 thousand poultry, 
949 thousand bee families. 

Table 2 
Livestock 

No. Categories of livestock Number (thousands) 
1. Cattle, of which: 2,766 
2. - Cows, buffaloes and heifers 1812 
3. Swine, of which: 4,936 
4. - Reproduction sows 494 
5. Sheep and goats, of which: 8,385 
6. - Sheep and goats 7034 
7. Poultry, of which: 81,701 
8. - Adult egg-laying hens 49725 
9. Bees (thousands of families) 949 

Source: Anuarul statistic al României (2005) 
 
In 2005, there were, per 100 agricultural exploitations, on the 

average, 65 cattle, 116 swine, 197 sheep and goats, and 1,920 poultry, and 
per 100 ha of land, on the average, 21 cattle, 63 sheep and goats (per arable 
land area and per grassland and natural hay-making fields) and 56 swine 
(per arable land area). 

- Tractors and agricultural machines 
In the agricultural year 2004-2005, individual agricultural 

exploitations used 152 thousand tractors, 63 thousand sowing machines, 21 
thousand combines for the harvesting of cereals and fodder plants, i.e. an 
increase, compared to the agricultural year 2001-2002, of 4.00% in tractors, 
26.00% in sowing machines, and 30.70% in combines. The number of 
agricultural exploitations per tractor decreased from 31 to 28, that of 
agricultural exploitations per sowing machine from 90 to 68, and that of 
agricultural exploitations per combine from 281 to 204.  
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We can note in this period of time the appearance of a new index – 
agricultural exploitations per agricultural equipment (tractor, sowing 
machine, combine) though in a performing agriculture, this index shows the 
number of ha per equipment.  

Table 3 
Tractors and agricultural machines 

No. Specification 
Number 

2001-2002 2004-2005 
1. Tractors 146,000 152,000 
2. Sowing machines 39,000 63,000 
3. Combines 15,000 21,000 
4. Agricultural exploitation per tractor 31 28 
5. Agricultural exploitation per sowing machine 90 68 
6. Agricultural exploitation per combine 281 204 

Source: Anuarul statistic al României (2005) 
 

And yet, these positive evolutions did not result in a diminution of 
the area per tractor since the area of agricultural land was 848 thousand ha 
larger compared to 2002. Thus, the arable area on the average per tractor 
increased from 37.3 ha in 2002 to 41.5 ha in 2005. 

In 2005, the volume of work by the family members on individual 
agricultural exploitations in annual work units (AWU) was 2,353 thousand, 
5.00% smaller than that recorded at the General Agricultural Census in 2002. 

- Impact of the SAPARD funds on agriculturists 
During the period 2000-2006, through the measure 3.1. „Investments 

in agricultural exploitations” within the SAPARD programme, farmers were 
granted a financial aid of 259.07 million Euros. The support consisted of 
tractors, performing agricultural machines and equipment, investments for 
the modernising of technologies in vegetal and animal production. Thus, by 
the end of the year 2006, they built up and modernised 629 sheds and other 
farm buildings, they modernised 16 glasshouses with a total area of 1,432 ha, 
and they built 71 new glasshouses with a total area of 16,689 ha, they 
purchased 8,713 machines and equipment, and they established and 
modernised 684,403 ha of orchards and 952,540 ha of vineyards, etc.. 

The projects within this measure are considered income generating 
investments. 

Measure 3.1. „ Investments in agricultural exploitations” has a 
particular impact on Romania’s agriculture since Law 18/1991 concerning 
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the land fund and Laws 169/1997 and 1/2000 re-established ownership of 
the lands, but private households are poor in technical equipment. 

Public aid within this measure did not go above 50.00% of the total 
eligible expenses. Within the programme, they financed projects whose total 
value was between 5000 Euro and 2.000.000 Euro. 

The aid was sufficient, therefore we hope that the funds allotted 
for the period 2007-2013 will help Romanian agriculturists much more. 

 
CONCLUSIONS 

As a conclusion, the key problems in agriculture, forestry, and rural 
area in Romania on the whole are as follows: 

- The large number of subsistence and semi-subsistence farms that 
are not viable; 

- The poor productivity and quality of agricultural production 
resulted from the lack of financial resources, the insufficient and inefficient 
use of available resources, the lack of personnel trained for the practice of 
modern agriculture, the lack of insufficiency of managerial and marketing 
knowledge, as well as the improper infrastructure; 

- The important gap between imports and exports of agricultural 
produce and (in general, there are exports of agricultural produce whose 
added value is low); 

- Absence of an organised market network (agricultural producers 
are forced to sell their produce themselves or to sell them to intermediaries 
at very low prices, the latter increasing the prices with unjustified 
commercial additions which sometimes are unjustifiably great compared to 
the price of the agricultural produce sold by the agriculturists. 

The changes so much and long waited for in the agricultural 
structure, that has turned back in time 50 years ago, are absolutely necessary 
for a sustainable, competitive agriculture. This is why we suggest viable 
commercial agricultural exploitations through the association of land 
owners and the rental of agricultural lands by investors capable of supplying 
the necessary funds for the modern equipment of agricultural exploitations 
and of applying west-European agricultural technologies. 
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