
LUCRĂRI ŞTIINŢIFICE, SERIA I, VOL. X (1) 

POLITICAL ASPECTS REGARDING AGRICULTURAL 
COLLECTIVIZATION IN ROMANIA 

 
ASPECTE POLITICE PRIVIND COLECTIVIZAREA 

AGRICULTURII ÎN ROMÂNIA 
 

 M.  R.  LUNGU* 
 

The agrarian reforms of 1945 were inspired from the Decree about land 
elaborated by the Bolsheviks in 1917. The agricultural collectivization 
phenomenon was treated as a fundamental component in the rise of 
communism. About 80,000 peasants were arrested in the name of the fight 
against the rich, and out of them about 30,000 were prosecuted in public 
trials. 

 

Key words: Romania, comunnism, collectivization, agrarian 
reform,political aspects 
 

When the Soviet Union has occupied Eastern Europe, the soviets 
already had a collectivization strategy. The agricultural collectivization had 
an important place in this strategy, which was similar to the soviet model. 

The agrarian reforms of 1945 were inspired from the Decree about 
land elaborated by the Bolsheviks in 1917. They regarded the attraction of 
peasants towards the communists and the destruction of the political enemy 
– the large land owners. 

These things happened in Romania as well, by means of the agrarian 
reform of March 23rd 1945, done by the communist government of Petru 
Groza. They have expropriated 1,468,000 ha out of which 1,109,000 ha 
have been allotted in whole or complementary land plots to 917,000 
peasants (Mureşan, 1998, p. 337). 

Poor in numbers, saturated by elements and lacking important 
political personalities the Romania Communist Party has gone through a lot 
of internal struggles after august 23rd 1944. They were centred around two 
important groups: one was the nationalist group, really numerous and 
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represented by Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej; the other one was represented by 
Ana Pauker, Vasile Luca, Walter Roman, Pantiuşa and came from Moscow. 

The agricultural collectivization phenomenon was treated as a 
fundamental component in the rise of communism. The standardization of 
society also involved the transformation of the village life into an industrial 
model, much more ideological than economical. 

Three main periods can be seen, without considering it an absolute 
time span: 
1. 1949-1953 – the violent implementing of collectivist structures; 
2. 1953-1956 – a slight relaxing of the collectivization policy – the fiscal 

burden is relieved; 
3. 1957-1962 – acceleration of collectivization through violent means. 

The collectivization campaign was officially started together with 
the plenary session of the Central Committee of the Romanian Workers 
Party of March 3-5, 1949. 

The communist leaders were aware of the difficulties facing the 
collectivization. This is the declaration of Gheorghiu-Dej at the above 
mentioned plenary session: the rich are dangerous, tenacious and with 
fighting spirit. The rich is different from his brothers, the well-to-do from 
towns, in that he does not like theorising. He grabs an axe, a hammer, 
shoots from the dark and protects his property with his life (Cătănuş, Roske, 
2000, pp. 14-15). 

The communists came up with an artificial division of peasants in 
three categories: the poor peasants (that owned up to 5 ha of land), the 
middle peasants (that owned 5-20 ha of land) and the rich (that owned 20-50 
ha of land). 

This was an artificial distinction for the division of peasants in good 
and bad, and for instigating them one against the other. The communists 
called the well-to-do peasants rich. 

The communists designated the rich as class enemy and then wiped 
them out as a model for the middle peasants, who only had two possibilities; 
being terrorized or joining the collective farming system (Cătănuş, Roske, 
2000, pp. 14-15). 

Usually, they were gathered at night and forced to settle in other 
areas of the country. About 80,000 peasants were arrested in the name of the 
fight against the rich, and out of them about 30,000 were prosecuted in 
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public trials(Barbulescu, Deletant,Hitchins, Papacostea, Teodor, 2002, p. 
404).  

Throughout the collectivization process, the party activists had to 
deal with the problem of distinction between the middle peasants and the 
rich peasants. In the end, the Popular Councils, run by Teohari Georgescu, 
minister of Internal Affairs, were designated to deal with the identification 
of rich peasants on local level. 

Ana Pauker was responsible for the collectivization from the part of 
the Political Bureau of the party. She also supervised the activity of the 
agricultural minister, which was in charge of the agricultural machines 
stations (S.M.T.), the state agricultural farms (G.A.S.) and the collective 
agricultural farms (G.A.C.). On local level, the Agricultural Commissions 
had an important role. They were established as part of the Popular Councils 
and the village party organizations (Cătănuş, Roske, 2000, p. 17). The 
militia and security organisms had to elaborate periodical reports regarding 
the activity of the class enemy in the villages. 

At first only a small number of collective farms were established. 
They would be supported by the state through G.A.S. farms and S.M.T. 
stations. Besides being endowed with the richest lands obtained through 
merging, the GAC also benefited from a 20% reduction of the state 
mandatory contributions. 

In order not to compromise the collectivization process, the 
communists said that the registration was peasants’ choice. In order to 
attract the peasants towards the collective agricultural farms, the state has 
offered the obtained crop to the registered peasants and given them a 2 year 
tax exemption. 

In September 1951 the idea of accelerated collectivization was given 
up, to the benefit of the agricultural cooperation which was more easily 
welcomed by the peasants. 

1953 brought certain concessions for the peasants. Some taxes and 
milk, meet and wool mandatory contributions have been reduced. A new 
sale system with advance payment was introduced for livestock, animal 
products, raw materials, fruits and vegetables. The taxes for the sale of farm 
products that were left to the peasants after the delivery of the mandatory 
contributions were halved. 

In 1956 small and medium farms (with 5-20 ha) ensured about 75% 
of the country’s crop. During the same year, for fear of the Hungarian 
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revolution, the mandatory contributions for some products have been 
eliminated. 

In 1957 the Dobrogea Regional Committee announced that their land 
has become 100% socialist property. The Dobrogea activists have been sent 
to other regions of the country to help the collectivization process. 

The communist propaganda was accompanied almost everywhere by 
brutality and illegitimate acts committed by those sent to convince the 
peasants of the advantages of the socialist exploitations. 

Peasant meetings were staged with a small number of peasants, 
selected by the party. They have given their approval for the transformation 
of the existing agricultural cooperations into agricultural farms. A series of 
peasant outbreaks took place, such as those in the villages near Focşani, but 
they were all defeated by the security battalion of the town. 

In 1959, “Scânteia”, the party newspaper, wrote that the socialist 
sector contained 5.8 million ha, which represented 68% of the total arable 
surface, and 17% more than the year before. In 1960 the socialist sector 
reached 82% of the total, although 680,000 peasant families with 1.8 million 
ha of land were left outside, especially from the mountainous areas. 

The party leaders were not satisfied by the crops obtained from the 
agricultural farms. The second party congress of 1955 predicted for 1960 a 
cereals production of 15 million tons, while the highest rate in that five-year 
plan was attained in 1957, with 11 million tons. 

At the end of the year, there were about 5,000 agricultural farms, but 
most of them had to engage in bank loans that they could not pay back. 

In 1962 the party leaders have started the final stage of the 
collectivization process. In spring of that year, the party has officially 
announced the closing of the socialist agricultural transformation. 
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