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This paper analises the size of individual agricultural exploitations at the 
2005 horizon, on the national level, on the level of Region 5-West, and on 
that of the Timiş, Arad, Caraş Severin and Harghita counties. Comments 
are made on the average size of the private agricultural exploitations on 
each level. The Useful Agricultural Surface (SAU) has been considered, 
and the average size in each class has been calculated. We chose this 
calculation method because the average on the whole dimensional data 
distorts the reality - the average within a limited size class being a more 
faithful mirror of this evolution.  

 

Key words: farm size, Region 5 West, Timiş, Arad, Caraş-Severin,  
Harghita counties. 

 The agriculture of Romania is still confronted with big difficulties at 
the managerial level. The main one is the size of the exploitations, this 
having a negative impact over the unitary outputs, coupled with other 
influential factors such as the weak technical endowement, the lack of 
enough mechanical services and of self-financing funds, the low expertize 
of the farmers, the lack of a genuine internal market for agricultural 
products, agricultural policies only in partial agreement with the farmers’ 
interests, etc.  

The economical dimension of the agricultural exploitations is 
influenced by two main factors: the territorial dimension and the the level of 
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unitary outputs. The present paper will deal with the territorial dimension of 
the farms. In order to have a complete, more rigurous image over the said 
parameter, we will analise the informations that make the national character, 
as well as that of Region 5 – West, and finally of the Caraş-Severin. Timiş, 
Arad and Harghita counties.  
 On national level in 2004, there were 13.906.698 agricultural 
exploitations, whereby  1.906.792 farms, i.e. 43.3% were under 1 hectare. 
Their percentage in terms of surface, nonetheless, is much smaller, that is, 
only 4.90%. An extremely interesting fact needs to be outlined. The 
commercial exploitations, whom, naturally, are sized between 10-100 ha, 
have grown both in terms of numbers and dimensions at a lower pace than 
those over 100 hectares, at least in terms of dimensions. This means that, 
most likely, the commercial farms in Romania will be short-circuited.  
 Also worthy of mentioning are the average dimensions of the 
agricultural exploitations, calculated on distinct size classes. The farms in 
the 1-10 hectares class, the ones defining the family-type farm, have the 
average dimension of 2.29 hectares. Very interesting is the situation of the 
exploitations larger than 100 hectares. Their average surface is 445 hectares 
(table 1). 

Table 1. 
Average size of farms according to size class in Romania, 2006 

 

No. Size class 
(ha) 

Surface 
(ha) 

% of the 
total 

Number % of the 
total 

Average size 
(ha) 

1. Under 0,1 19.266 0,10 415.327 9,5 0,046 
2. 0,1-1 675.260 4,80 1.491.465 33,9 0,45 
3. 1-10 6.373.987 45,80 2.368.261 53,8 2,69 
4 10-100 1.638.299 11,80 108.468 2,5 15,10 
5. Over 100 5.222.056 37,50 11.746 0,3 444,58 
6. Total  13.906.698 100,00 4.395.208 100,00 3,16 

 Source: Ancheta structurală în agricultură, 2005, INS, Bucureşti, 2006 
 

 We hereby note a visible tendency to increase the dimensions of the 
exploitations. The place of smallholdings is being taken by the capitalist-
type, large agricultural exploitations. For instance, at the level of Region 5- 
West, the percentage of farms bigger than 100 hectares was, at the level of 
2004, of 51.3% of the useful agricultural surface (SAU) and only 0.5% of 
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their total number (table 2). The average size of farms larger than 100 ha is 
541 hectares.  
 

Table 2. 
Average size of farms according to size class in Region 5 – West, 2006 

No. Size class 
(ha) 

Surface 
(ha) 

% of the 
total 

Number % of the 
total 

Average size 
(ha) 

1. Under 0,1 2.436 0,1 50.383 15,8 0,048 
2. 0,1-1 35.110 2,0 84.589 26,6 0,42 
3. 1-10 569.936 32,6 166.138 52,2 3,43 
4 10-100 244.698 14,0 15.634 4,9 15,65 
5. Over 100 898.966 51,3 1.662 0,5 540,89 
6. Total  1.751.710 100,00 318.396 100,00 5,50 

     Source: Ancheta structurală în agricultură, 2005, INS, Bucureşti 
 

  
The process of concentrating the agricultural production in large-sized farms 
is even more obvious in the Caraş-Severin county, where their number is 
only 0,2% of the total, this meaning a process of concentrating the 
production higher than the national level. 

Table 3. 
Average size of farms according to size class in the Caraş-Severin county, 

2006 
No. Size class 

(ha) 
Surface 

(ha) 
% of the 

total 
Number % of the 

total 
Average size 

(ha) 
1. Under 0,1 332 0,10 8.235 13,1 0,04 
2. 0,1-1 6.432 1,7 13.333 21,1 0,48 
3. 1-10 141.211 38,3 39.171 62,1 3,60 
4 10-100 37.549 10,2 2.237 3,5 16,79 
5. Over 100 182.987 49,7 133 0,2 1375,84 
6. Total  368.524 100,00 63.109 100,00 5,84 

     Source: Ancheta structurală în agricultură, 2005, INS, Bucureşti, 2006 
 

 
We will next analize the parameter of the farm size in two plains 

counties, Timiş and Arad, these being the main agricultural zones in the 
western part of Romania. 
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Table 4. 
Average size of farms according to size class in the Timiş county, 2006 

No. Size class 
(ha) 

Surface 
(ha) 

% of the 
total 

Number % of the 
total 

Average size 
(ha) 

1. Under 0,1 853 0,14 17.172 15,99 0,05 
2. 0,1-1 7.183 1,16 30.073 28,01 0,24 
3. 1-10 159.261 25,68 42.391 39,48 3,76 
4 10-100 127.648 20,59 8.381 7,80 15,23 
5. Over 100 325.145 52,43 986 8,72 329,76 
6. Total  620.090 100,00 99.003 100,00 6,26 

     Source: Ancheta structurală în agricultură, 2005, INS, Bucureşti, 2006 

Table 5. 
Average size of farms according to size class in the Arad county, 2006 

No. Size class 
(ha) 

Surface 
(ha) 

% of the 
total 

Number % of the 
total 

Average size 
(ha) 

1. Under 0,1 935 0,20 18.177 20,49 0,05 
2. 0,1-1 9.392 2,00 22.147 24,96 0,42 
3. 1-10 139.470 29,75 44.619 50,30 3,13 
4 10-100 56.310 12,02 3.339 3,76 16,86 
5. Over 100 262.639 56,03 435 0,49 603,76 
6. Total  468.746 100,00 88.717 100,00 5,28 

     Source: Ancheta structurală în agricultură, 2005, INS, Bucureşti, 2006 
 

In both counties, the agricultural exploitations larger than 100 ha 
have the biggest percentage - 52,43%, respectivly 56,03%. This fact clearly 
indicates the direction in which the agricultural structures in Romania will 
evolve, that is, the large, capitalist style exploitation.  

In the mountainous regions in the center of Transylvania, the process 
seems slower, the explaination being the characteristics of the economics of 
these realms. The agriculture is not the main production branch here (table 
6). 

Table 6. 
Average size of farms according to size class in the 

 Harghita county, 2006 
No. Size class 

(ha) 
Surface 

(ha) 
% of the 

total 
Number % of the 

total 
Average size 

(ha) 
1. Under 0,1 309 0,10 6.186 8,14 0,05 
2. 0,1-1 8.593 2,69 19.284 25,38 0,45 
3. 1-10 136.968 42,92 42.613 56,07 3,21 
4 10-100 132.618 41,55 7.767 10,22 17,07 
5. Over 100 40.643 12,74 143 0,19 284,22 
6. Total  319.131 100,00 75.993 100,00 4,19 
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     Source: Ancheta structurală în agricultură, 2005, INS, Bucureşti, 2006 

 
In the Harghita county, the exploitations larger than 100 ha have the 

percentage of 12,74% of the SAU and only 0,19% of the total number. 
In conclusion, at all the level analised, one can note the increase of 

the surfaces held by the exploitations larger than 100 hectares. 
If the process of concentrating the agricultural production will 

continue at this pace, it is likely that after 10 more years, the agriculture of 
Romania will be dominated by the capitalist-type, big agricultural 
exploitation. When we use the “capitalist” term, we do not imply the 
negative conotations it carried before 1989, but the level of capitalisation. 
These enterprises will be endowed with the technical, financial, human, 
organisational, informational capital and so on, at the level requested by the 
necessity of promoting the competitive systems in agriculture. We make 
this statement based upon the example of the “Mann Enterprise” in the 
Timis county, which is endowed with all the capital necessary for the 
promotion of competitive production technologies. 

If the trend will be the one outlined above, the road followed by the 
similar farms in Western Europe will be short-circuited in Romania. 

There, the evolution of the agricultural structures had as a target the 
formation of commercial farms, structures which are still functional, with 
good results, nowadays. In Romania, it seems that the evolution of the 
agricultural structures has as a target the large, capitalist-type exploitation, 
which will integrate under the same decisional center, under several forms, 
the small properties of the several, with surfaces bought by foreign investors 
– especially Italian and German, at least in the western area of Romania. 
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Fig. 1. The short-circuit of commercial farms in Romania 

Naturally, we wonder whether it is good or bad that the Romanian 
agriculture is already dominated by the large, capitalist-type, exploitation. 
The answer is yes and no. 

Yes -  because this type of exploitation has several advantages: it 
promotes modern technologies based upon the utilisation of high output 
technical means, at lower costs and in conditions of higher profitability. 
This way, the products made in Romania will be competitive at the level of 
the European, even world, market of agricultural products. Even more, these 
large, capitalist-type exploitations, will be sure and perrenial sources of 
revenue for the local and national budgets. 

No – because such an evolution does not solve the rural or peasants 
problem – as it was called in the inter-war period. Indeed, we wonder what 
will happen with the 45% segment of the Romanian population represented 
by the rural population. For these, a solution ought to be found concerning 
their means of subsistence. The big, capitalist-type, exploitations, due to the 
utilisation of high-performance means, will be unable to employ more than 
a reduced quota of the rural population. Such a necessity will have to be met 
before the biological limits manifest themselves.  

The measure in which the advantages of the large, capitalist type 
exploitation, will prevail in front of the disadvantages, will give the 
synthesis answer to the dilemma above. In any case, the presence of this 
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type of agricultural structure in the rural Romanian landscape is a certainty 
which cannot be ignored.  
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