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MEASUREMENTS AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT REGARDING THE 
SUSTAINABLE USAGE OF PASTURES 
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Among the main utilization’s categories of agricultural land, in our 

country, can be mentioned: arable lands (63.9%), pastures (22.8%) and hay 
lands (10.2%). In these conditions, Romania has a mixed and well-balanced 
agricultural production (60% vegetal production and 40% zootechnic 
production). This agricultural potential should be put forward but, almost 
half from the total surface and animals’ number are placed in subsistence 
farms. For subsistence farms, using of financial supports offered by EAFG 
and EAFDR can bring agro-environmental benefits, toward both farmers 
and society tend.  
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INTRODUCTION 
 

 Romania has an agricultural land surface of 14,741.2 thousand 
hectares (or 61.8% from the landed fund surface). Among the main 
utilization’s categories of agricultural land in our country, can be 
mentioned: arable lands (63%), pastures (22%) and hay lands (10.2%). In 
these conditions, Romania has a mixed and well-balanced agricultural 
production, which of vegetal production represents 60% and zootechnic 
production represents 40%. Thus, Romania’s agriculture presents an 
important agricultural potential among Central and East European countries, 
which should be distinguished. Among the problems which limit this 
potential can be mentioned: agricultural activities and agricultural lands 
(arable, pastures etc) abandonment, inadequate management practices and 
the decrease of livestock. Solving of these problems is necessary because 
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influences negatively both yield and biodiversity and determines the 
apparition and emphasis of some degradation processes of agricultural lands 
(apparition of invasive species, soil erosion).  

 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 
Among the numerous problems of Romanian agriculture must be 

mentioned those from structural category concerning big land surface and 
many small farms, which belong to a big number of owners. Almost half 
from total surface and from total number of animals are included in 
subsistence farms. At 1st of June 2007, from total agricultural farms, 
1,237,358 (29%) were registered in Farm Register and were using a 
9,705,502 hectares surface, which represents 70% from the total utilized 
agricultural area (UAA). As surface, the great majority of farms are between 
0 and 5 hectares, with an average of 1.63 hectares. In these conditions a 
small number of farmers fulfil conditions to be registered and to benefit of 
payments financed by Commune Agricultural Policy (CAP), Pillar I – 
European Agricultural Fund for Guarantee (EAFG), respectively Pillar II – 
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) – farming at 
least 1 hectare made of parcels no smaller than 0.3 hectares.  

Starting with 2007 year, Romania put in the practice direct payment 
scheme which comprises among other things – Single Area Payment 
Scheme (SAPS) and Complementary National Direct Payments (CNDP) – 
which are available for all agricultural land categories and which are not 
related to yield. Financial support for these is assured through funds 
administrated by EAFG through Pillar I of CAP. Through this measure is 
followed the support of a competitive agriculture practicing, sustainable and 
marketable, by respecting of cross-compliance conditions. For subsistence 
farms, which assure the existential support of vulnerable rural population 
categories, using of financial supports, offered by FEGA and FEADR, can 
bring obvious economic, social and environmental benefits, toward farmers 
and society tend.  

For obtaining of these financial supports, farmers must fulfil and 
respect cross-compliance conditions (maintenance of agricultural land in 
good agricultural and environmental conditions – Good Agricultural and 
Environmental Conditions – GAECs, respectively requirements of Good 
Agricultural Practices Code).  
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

 
Single Area Payment Scheme (ha) consist of payment of an equable 

amount of money for hectare, indifferently by the usage category of land, 
payable ones per year, total dissociated by yield. The institution responsible 
for put on the practice of direct payments is Paying and Intervention Agency 
for Agriculture (PIAA). The management and the control of financial 
support accorded to the farmers are realized through Integrated 
Administration Control System (IACS), instrument subordinated to PIAA. 
 To benefit of this support, farmers who manage pastures should 
fulfil following conditions of eligibility:  
Ø farm surface at least 1 hectare made of parcels no smaller than 0.3 

hectares; 
Ø maintenance of farms’ surface in good agricultural and 

environmental conditions (GAECs); 
Ø observance of good agricultural and environmental conditions on all 

agricultural parcels of farms even on those smaller than 0.3 ha;  
Ø fill in and hand in an application registered by IACS, during the 

legal term 3 of Mars – 15 of May;  
Ø do not benefit of life annuity. 

Romania as the other member states of UE had obligation to 
establish a measurements set, which farmers who solicit direct payments 
should respect. These measurements were established in agreement with 
European and national legislation and they define good agricultural and 
environmental conditions which must assure: 
§ an adequate management of agricultural land which has to determine 

both the increase of productivity and the improvement of 
environment quality; 

§ soils protection especially of those eliminated from production; 
§ avoidance of agricultural lands abandonment and their maintenance 

in good agricultural and environmental conditions. 
Good agricultural and environmental conditions, which apply at this 

time in Romania, refer at observance of five standards (I. Standards for 
avoiding soil erosion; II. Standards for maintenance the optimum soil 
organic matter by using of adequate agricultural practices; III. Standards for 
maintenance the soil structure; IV. Standards for maintenance a minimum 
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soil maintenance level; V. Standards for maintenance the existing area of 
permanent pastures) and eleven conditions. Farmers, who apply for direct 
payment, should respect following standards and conditions for pasture 
surfaces which they owned: 
IV. Standards for maintaining a minimum soil maintenance level 
 7. Maintenance of permanent pastures by assurance of a minimum 
level of grazing or by their cutting at least once per year; 

Observance of this condition assures: 
§ avoiding of pastures abandonment, of invasive vegetation 

apparition, of over-grazing; 
§ maintenance of canopy sward biodiversity; 
§ maintenance of a favourable conservation status of some 

habitats. 
 8. The burning of permanent pastures is only allowed with the prior 
approval of the competent environment protection authority; 

By stop of this practice is assured: 
§ avoidance of vegetation and fauna destruction as well as soil 

micro flora and fauna destruction; 
§ accumulation of organic matter in soil is favorised. 

 The approval of this measure could be the solution only for extreme 
problems (some pests and diseases damage etc). 
 9. The cutting of single trees and/or of groups of trees on arable land 
is not allowed; 

In this way is assured: 
§ places of rest for the animals lain on pasture; 
§ preservation both of some rare tree species and landscape; 
§ soil clamping of the sloping lands. 

10. Avoidance the encroachment of unwanted vegetation on arable land, 
especially on the lands no longer used for production. This condition obliges the 
farmer to make minimum maintenance tillage on pastures, thus contributing at 
maintenance or improving of forage yield level respectively of landscape.  
V. Standards for maintenance of existing surface of permanent pastures: 
 11. Maintenance the area of permanent pastures existing at national 
level on 1st of January 2007. 

If the national proportion will decrease, then measures for 
reconstitution of permanent pastures will be applied. These measures will be 
announced to farmers upon submission of the aid applications for the area 
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aid schemes, for the year when permanent pastures reconstitution measures 
are established. The Paying and Intervention Agency for Agriculture will 
communicate annually the permanent pastures management measures to be 
complied within the following year. 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
 

Observance of these conditions assure to put forward all economic, social 
and environmental benefits, already mentioned, which pastures can offer. 
The importance accorded for pastures at EU level results from the obligation 
which Romania has, annually, to send to the European Commission, until 
latest 31st October, information regarding the ratio between the areas of 
land maintained as permanent pasture and the utilized agricultural area (art. 
76(2) of EC Regulation no. 796/2004). 
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