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Agroturist activity has two main objectives: recreation and rest for the 
public on the one hand and the increase of the farmers’ incomes on the 
other hand by using their own products and thus avoiding the transport 
charges and expenses as compared to other types of tourism. 
As far as the zone under study is concerned, it is difficult to obtain an 
agricultural yield of high economic efficiency. 
One of the main ways to increase the efficiency of the agricultural 
exploitation is represented by its size rationalization, optimization of the 
yield structure, and superior revaluation of the products by agrotourist 
activities. 
Agapia zone has the necessary tourist potential for activities with tourist 
character, that is monuments , museums, recreation zones, tourist lines. 
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RESULTS AND DEBATES 
At present we can’t speak about the economy of agricultural house-

holds based only on agriculture. 
The process of diversification and integration of several economic 

branches determines major changes in the economic structure of the 
individual farms and in the life of the rural population. 

Among the great variety of activities present in the rural 
environment, an important part with a tendency of expansion is represented 
by agrotourist activity. 

                                                
∗
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Agrotourist activity has two main objectives: recreation and rest for 
the public on the one hand, and the increase of the farmers’ incomes on the 
other by using their own products and thus avoiding the transport charges 
and expenses, as compared to other types of tourism. 

Agrotourist implementation in the individual farms may be 
motivated due to the following advantages: 

§ agrotourist activity increases the opportunity of the working place 
numbers; 
§ ensures the continuity in the rural activities where the population is 
poor; 
§ the authentic products and the unique experience is valuable within 
the individual farms; 
§ provides opportunities to indicate which products are important in 
the future, for family consumption or to be used in tourist activity; 
§ may generate incomes in non-active seasons for agriculture; 
§ provides opportunities to create the recognition of the farmers 
(land-owners) who are practising  this activity; 
§ increase the level of the social behaviour as related to other 
members from the same or from another community; 
§ the incomes and pilgrimage to individual farms stimulate the rural 
development, constraining new relationships in agricultural private 
domain with natural resources and environment preservation. 

Commercial society IOANA SRL Agapia, Neamţ county carries out 
its activity in accordance with the Romanian legislation regarding the 
commercial societies, according to society contract and regulations. The 
activity objective of the society is represented by: 

a) land cultivation of any nature as title, for example: field 
cropping, fruit-tree plantations, green houses, fish ponds, 
piscicultural planning, farm animal breeding; 

b) processing and selling of the products of animal origin; 
c) activities of agrotourism, lands and spaces afferent to them. 
15 km distance from the firm headquarters in Agapia, is located 

Târgu-Neamţ town, an important centre of communication lines and tourism 
from that zone, ensuring the link of Neamţ monasteries with those from 
Northern Moldova, with numerous places and historical localities, with 
Izvorul Muntelui lake in Bicaz, with Ceahlău Mountain and Cheile 
Bicazului or other important health resorts. From the Western regions one 
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can reach Neamţ County through Gheorghieni – Bicaz Strait – Lacul Roşu – 
Cheile Bicazului, a winding road, with a wild landscape, of an exceptional 
beauty, then Bicaz town, alongside the accumulation lake Izvorul Muntelui 
– Bicaz, up to Poiana Largului and from here over Petru Vodă Strait – 
Pipirig – Târgu Neamţ. From Transilvania one can pass through Topliţa-
Borsec-Tulgheş Strait – Valea Bistricioarei – alongside the accumulation 
lake Izvorul Muntelui – Bicaz – over the viaduct from Poiana Teiului – 
Poiana Largului – Târgu Neamţ, a less difficult road than the previous one, 
but particularly beautiful and attractive, with many inviting places. 

Agapia locality includes within its surface the forest, pastures and 
arable lands and all these have influenced the living standard of the 
inhabitants emphasizing their preoccupations in timber industry, animal 
raising, plant cultivation. 

From this brief presentation one can conclude that Agapia locality 
has mixed functions in which agricultural function is dominant, being 
followed by timber industry, light industry and other services. The 
cultivated lands are not sufficient to retain the labour power, nor the timber 
industry, which has caused the migration of the seasonal or permanent 
labour power towards other localities from the county or from the country. 

The labour power absorbed in agriculture is numerous exceeding 
70% from the active population and 48% from the total number of 
population. If we add here the contribution of the salaried workers, who 
during their holidays or free time work also in agriculture, we may conclude 
that the agricultural lands may not offer a permanent and sufficient working 
front, and that’s why there is a surplus of labour power forced to beyond its 
bounds, or in the agriculture of other localities of the country. 

Material endowment of the agriculture in Agapia is relatively good. 
The individual farms, depending on their agricultural surfaces have a special 
farm equipment and tools represented by: ploughs, sewing machines, 
cultivators, hay making machines. There are also tractors but not all of them 
are endowed with the necessary equipments. 

The existence of a great number of draught horses (about 200) 
ensures to carry out in good conditions the agricultural works. 

The division into fragments of the arable plots, the presence of the 
broken land in agricultural cultures, the existence of the fruit-trees represent 
a serious impediment in carrying out the agricultural works with the help of 
tractors, using especially animal traction. These places inspired many great 
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scholars and writers such as Ion Neculce, Miron Costin, Dimitrie Cantemir, 
inimitable Ion Creangă born in Humuleşti, unsurpassed M. Sadoveanu, who 
spent the last part of his life at Vovidenie, the mountain lover Calistrat 
Hogaş. Besides the well known Bistriţa monastery, Neamţ region is well 
known for a series of monasteries and old convents very beautifully painted, 
real establishments of Romanian culture, from where the first Romanian 
printed works appeared, such as Neamţ Monastery, Agapia Monastery, 
painted by N. Grigorescu in his youth, Durău Church with its convent 
painted by Tonitza, many of these monasteries preserving the graves of the 
rulers and voivodes – Bistriţa, Văratec, Secu, Sihăstrie, Ştefan cel Mare 
Churc in Piatra Neamţ. The Ceahlău Mountain is also a very attractive 
tourist objective with its peaks: Toaca and Panaghia and the spectacular 
Duruitoarea cascade. 

The agrotourist farm of the society IOANA SRL has ten rooms, a 
micro-restaurant, a kitchen, house-hold annexes, a surface of 50 ha, from 
which 30 ha arable land, 10 ha with pastures, 8 ha with meadows, 2 ha with 
vegetables and 2.5 ha non-productive land (buildings, roads etc.) as it is 
presented in table 1. 

Table 1 
Size and structure of the categories of utilization 

Specification UM Surface % from total 
Total surface Ha 50 100 
Agricultural Ha 47,5 95 

Arable Ha 30 63,15 
Pastures Ha 10 21,05 

Meadows Ha 5,5 11,57 
Vegetables Ha 2 4,23 

Non-productive Ha 2,5 5 

The arable land for the field crop is organized in three field system, 
being cultivated with rye, maize, potatoes. Each culture has 10 ha. Being a 
farm with an agroutourist profile it will have 2 ha cultivated with 
vegetables, from which 1 ha with cucumbers and 1 ha with headed cabbage. 

Zootechnical micro-farm is structured on several branches, namely: 
cattle, swine, poultry raising. All these branches provide with animal 
products and subproducts the micro-restaurant belonging to the commercial 
society IOANA SRL. 

The micro-farm type is an individual one, with a close circuit for the 
personal use of the products. Just a part of the young animals are 
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slaughtered and a part of the meat is used by the micro-restaurant. The other 
part of the livestock is for sale. 

The fattening of the young animals is carried out in semiintensive 
system within the farm. The young females are inseminated with semen 
taken from valuable bulls belonging to SC Halbull SA Miercurea Ciuc from 
Simmental and Red Holstein breeds. The raising system is a semiintensive 
one. 

In the barn, the cattle are kept tied on two rows. The technological 
works are made manually, with the exception of dung evacuation and 
milking which are carried out mechanically. The cattle are fed during 
summer, on pastures or mixed, by adding concentrated feeds in the first 
months lactation. The dung evacuation is made mechanically, by means of a 
drain-canal, 45 cm wide and 11 cm deep, with swinging elements. 

During winter the fibrous fodder is stored in the barn in the form of a 
hay-stack. 

As far as swine raising is concerned, those 24 pigs belong to 
improved breeds; the hybrids have a high productive potential good meat 
productions , taking into account the non-pretentious housing and feeding 
conditions. 

The pigs are housed 20 m distance from the cattle barn. The pigsty 
has a paddock where the animals may rest. The swine feeding is made 
manually, the water is given in abundance. The feeding diet is based on 
cereal crops, to which succulent forages are added: green fodder, mangold, 
turnip and food remains. 

The rhythmicity of meat production is determined by those two 
cycles of seasonal production, that is a farrow in autumn and another one in 
spring, resulting two fattenings a year. 

For those 225 fowls, the housing capacity is about 70 square metres, 
with two compartments: one for laying hens and another one for the 
broilers. These two compartments are separated by a wall and two doors. 
The populating density is about 7 laying hens and 15 broilers. The feeding is 
made at trough. 

The activity in agriculture is materialized in the agricultural products 
coming from the field crops and the animal species raised at the farm. In 
order to establish the economic efficiency, the synthetic index ”Total profit” 
has been determined, separately for each product and cumulatively for the 
whole micro-farm. 
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Table 2 
The products and the incomes obtained in the micro-farm 

Producion (Qt) No. 
crt. 

Product Ha 
total goods 

Cost 
lei/kg 

Sale price 
lei/kg 

Unitary profit 
lei/t 

Total profit lei 

1 Maize  10 60 20 0,3 0,5 200 4000 

2 Potatoes 10 300 60 0,2 0,5 300 18000 

3 Rye 10 31 10 0,4 0,5 100 1000 

4 Cucumber 1 15 10 0,85 1,0 150 1500 

5 Autumn cabbage 1 17 10 0,2 0,3 100 1000 

 Total  32 - - - - - 25500 

The data show us that the most advantageous culture is that of 
potatoes, from which a profit of 18.000 lei may be obtained. On the average, 
for all field crops the annual total profit from those 32 ha, has been 
estimated to 25 500 lei, under the conditions of respecting the revaluation 
prices, and when the farm does not exceed the programmed costs. 

In those conditions in which the obtained production is used to a 
higher proportion for agrotourist activity, especially in the case of 
vegetables, the profit will be higher, for sure. 

Zootechnical micro-sector has been developed to provide the 
products of animal origin necessary to the agrotourist activity. These 
products are: milk, pork, eggs, chicken. By the superior use of these 
products in the micro-restaurant of the hotel, an annual profit of 22 205 lei is 
estimated. 

Table 3 
The economic efficiency of the animal products obtained in the agrotourist 

micro-farm and used in the tourist activity (2007) 

No. 
crt. 

Product 
UM 

(annimal 
no.) 

Production 
volume 

Cost 
(lei) 

Quantity 
used in the 

unit 

Revaluation 
lei/UM 

Unitary 
profit 
(lei) 

Total 
profit 
(lei) 

1 Milk 10 2200   l 1,5 2000  l 4,0 2,5 5000 

2 Pork 15 1800   kg 6,7 1800 kg 13,0 5,3 9540 

3 Eggs 100 10600  buc 0,3 8500 buc 1,0 0,7 5950 
4 Chicken 100 220    kg 5,2 175 15,0 9,8 1715 

 Total - - - - - - 22205 

From the data presented in table 5, it results the efficiency of the 
agrotourist micro-farm, which according to the estimated data rises to more 
than 75 200 lei per year. This may be achieved if for the tourist activity is 
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ensured a level of board and lodging of minimum 400 days accommodation 
per year, and if the agricultural activites do not exceed the programmed 
costs and prices. 

The term of investment retrieve calculated according to the relation: 
Tri = Vti/Pa (years), in which: 
Tri – term of investment retrieve (years) 
Vti – total value of investment (lei) 
Pa – annual profit ( lei) 
Tri = 780 000 / 75200 = 10,4 years 

Table 4 
The efficiency of the the tourist activity 

No. 
Crt. 

Specification Value (lei) 

1 Expenses with the staff 18000 
2 Material expenses 2300 
3 Other expenses 1200 
4 Total expenses 21500 
5 Income from tourist activity 40000 
6 Annual total profit 27500 

Table 5 
The economic efficiency on the whole 

No. 
crt. 

Specification UM Index size 

1 Profit from the activity of vegetal production (field crops) lei 25500 
2 Profit from zootechnical activity lei 22205 

3 Profit from tourist activity lei 27500 
 Total lei 75205 

We should mention that the term of investment retrieve will be 
reduced by increasing the prices of daily accommodation in the micro-hotel 
and by promotion done for the services carried out here. 

 
CONCLUSIONS 

The rural localities surrounding Agapia region have favourable 
conditions for carrying out tourist activities. That’s why the existent 
agricultural exploitations may diversify their activity and set up micro-farms 
of agrotourist type. 

The region where agrotourist micro-farm is located, presents 
favourable conditions for the achievement of certain tourist activities as well 
as for the development of agricultural activity , field cropping and fruit-tree 
plantations. 
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Under the conditions of market economy, the achievement of any 
activities, including the agricultural one, has to take into consideration the 
criteria of economic efficiency aiming to achieve certain profitableness, as 
high as possible, to ensure the necessary capitalization for the development 
in the future of the exploitations, to ensure their viability in a sound 
competitive climate. 

For the region under study, in the actual context, it is difficult to 
obtain an agricultural production in conditions of high economic efficiency. 

If from the point of view of economic possibilities with agricultural 
character, the region has reduced possibilities, from touristic point of view, 
this potential is very strong, being expressed by the beauty of the mountains, 
the existence of numerous monuments with historical and cultural value, a 
well-developed infrastructure, with a dense highway system. 

By combining zootechnical activities with the tourist ones, and by 
using in a superior way the obtained products and services with tourist 
character, the level of economic efficiency is superior. 

One of the main way to increase the efficiency of an agricultural 
exploitation is represented by its size, by the complexity of the production 
structure and by tourist activities. 

Agapia region has the necessary tourist potential for actions with 
tourist character, namely monuments, museums, zones for recreation and 
rest for people, tourist lines. 
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