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 Abstract: The Web application created for advertising rural tourism 
offers a user-friendly interface, supporting the user in finishing his 
assignment as qucikly as possible, with a maximum of efficiency. The 
application is structured along 4 modules:  
1.  The accomodation offer presentation module – destined for the clients. 
2.  The recording module – destined for the owners.    
3. The forum module. This module is very important, offering 

communicational, as well as advertising facilities. 
4. The administration module, which is designed for the website 

administrator. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
 Although Romania’s internal and international tourism follows a 
strong descending trend (especially due to the decrease in the population’s 
purchasing power, on the one hand, and, on the other hand, because of the 
fall in the interest of foreign visitors), rural tourism has begun to grow in 
volume and importance in Romania after 1990 and especially in recent 
years.  
 This situation is generated mostly by the involution of the classic 
hotel system, the degradation of facilities and equipment, the unusually high 
price rates and the unsatisfactory services. Subsequently, agrotourism 
appears as a valid alternative for an ever growing number of tourists. 
 Rural tourism is a form of tourism taking place in the rural 
environment, by manipulating local tourist resources (natural, cultural, 
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human), tourist equipment and facilities, including agrotourism farms and 
pensions. Agrotourism marketing has the objective of taking full advantage 
of the rural environment, with its agricultural, tourist and economic 
potential. Subsequently, agrotourism presents certain traits that differentiate 
it from traditional, standard tourism, such as: 
 - the act of tourism takes place in the rural environment, where the 
following are essential: the quality of accommodation, the welcoming 
received from the owners, exploring the natural, human and cultural 
environment, the originality of tourism products; 
 - the tourism offer is authentic, differentiated, very diversified, 
organized and run by pension owners, i.e. village inhabitants; 
 - it is an economic activity, complementary to agricultural 
exploitation, not an alternative or a substitute for agricultural activities; 
 - it offers the population with a low level of income, the possibility 
of rest and relaxation, of spending their free time in the picturesque rural 
environment, with specific cultural values and regional hospitality; 
 - it does not require very large investments regarding the 
infrastructure or the tourism superstructure or for other specific facilities; 
 - it is a way to avoid the tourist traffic of the seaside or of the 
mountain resorts; 
 - it is not compatible with mass tourism. 
 The elements of tourist informing and advertising have a specific 
role in knowing the tourist offer within the rural environment (referring 
especially to the product). Where these elements are widely known – 
especially through promotion and advertising – there is a greater 
development and even a stability of the multiple forms of rural tourism. 
An important method for promoting rural tourism refers to the quality of the 
offered services, which determines the satisfaction of the tourists, and which 
can also help in ensuring their fidelity. They could also benefit from the 
word of mouth, which is of great importance in this sector: satisfied tourists 
can recommend the pension to their acquaintances, thus greatly increasing 
the level of occupancy. Of course, the existence of a website that would 
attract attention and promote the pension’s tourist offer is more than 
welcome. 
 

2. THE WEB APPLICATION DESTINED FOR RURAL TOURISM 
PROMOTION 



LUCRĂRI ŞTIINŢIFICE, SERIA I, VOL. X (2) 

  
 The most important technologies used for implementing this 
application are:  
 - HTML (Hypertext Markup Language), CSS (Cascading Style 
Sheets), VbScript – for implementing the user interface; 
 - the scripting language ASP (ASP: Active Server Page)– for the 
implementation of the application’s functions. 
 In order to promote rural tourism, we have elaborated an informatics 
system containing the following modules: 
  
 a) The Accommodation Offer Presentation Module. This module 
contains tourist information. Within this module, the tourist, based on the 
chosen tourist area, can perform the following operations: looking up 
information on pensions (location, number of available rooms, images, 
facilities); viewing specific traditions of the respective area; partaking in 
specific tourist activities; online bookings. 
  

 
Figure 1 – Types of tourist zones and their specific traditions 

  
In this way, a tourist can have access to pensions from all tourist 

regions, can make online reservations and can have access to a user’s guide. 
Upon entering the web page, information will prompt regarding the type of 
pensions existent in the database.  

According to the county chosen by the tourist, he will have 
information referring to the name of the tourist region and to the specific 
traditions of this area. (see fig. 1) 
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From this page, the user may return to the previous page by choosing 
the ”Return” option or can view information on the chosen tourist region 
(see fig 2), which contain a description of the tourist zone, the specific 
tourist objectives and the existent pensions. 

 

 
Figure 2 – Information on the chosen tourist region 

 
 For each pension there is a distinct page with precise information 
regarding the number of available rooms, the facilities provided, the room 
charge per day and the data regarding the owner, necessary for making 
contact. (see fig.3)  
 Also on this page there is a button call ”Book Now”, which enables 
a tourist to make a reservation with a simple click. At the moment of the 
reservation, information is required regarding the personal data of the tourist 
making the reservation: address and phone number, number of persons for 
which the reservation is made, the number of rooms that are going to be 
booked and the number of days of the stay.  
 After filling out the form, the data is saved in the database and at the 
same time is sent an e-mail is automatically sent to the owner to inform him 
of the reservation. 
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Figure 3 – Information regarding a pension 

  
 b) The Recording Module. By choosing from the menu the 
”Record” option, the owners may register themselves in the database. The 
window that will be prompted when accessing the ”Register Owner” link is 
the following: 
 

 
Figure 4 –  ”Register Owners” 

 
 In case they have not subscribed, they must fill out a form that will 
contain information regarding their identification data (the personal numeric 
code, name, surname, telephone, address, e-mail address, account name and 
password). Afterwards, he has the possibility to choose from a list 
information such as: county, the type if the tourist zone. Based on these, the 
owner will fill out the fields referring to the specific traditions of the region, 
the name and description of the tourist area, the tourist objectives. If a 
pension has also been registered in another database, ”Yes” or ”No” are 
checked, in this case online reservations will not be permitted (the button 
”Book Now” disappears from fig 3). Afterwards the information regarding 
the pension are filled in: name, number of rooms, room charge, available 
facilities (the boxes are checked accordingly), picture (an image file with 
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one of the following extensions is loaded: ”bmp”, ”jpg”, ”gif”, etc.). After 
filling out the form (see fig 5), the data will be saved in the database an will 
be available for modification or access from this area, only for the owner 
based on an account name and a password created at the moment of the 
registration. 
 

 
Figure 5 – The owner’s registration form 

 
In case they are already registered, based on the created account and 

their passwords, the owners may access the page containing the online 
reservations concluded up to that moment, they may make modifications 
regarding the characteristics of a certain property and may add new pensions 
(see fig 6). 
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Figure 7 – Page accessible only to registered owners 

 
c) The Forum Module. The forum allows users to send and share 

their ideas and opinions in an organized manner. The messages are 
organized in a way that facilitates finding information, without making the 
user go through irrelevant information. For the forum, we have used the 
WebWizForum application, elaborated in ASP with Access databases and 
we customized it. When a user passes authentication, his user name will 
appear in every message he sends. Each user can have regular options that 
allow him to control the outlook of the forum in a personal manner.  
 Navigating through the messages in the forum is based on using 
messages, subjects and forums. Generally, a user will begin with the 
forum’s start-up page. The start-up page will display a list of forums. 
 

 d) The administrator Module. Based on an account name and 
password, the administrator may perform updates in the database, may 
allow or deny access to the forum to some people that prove that they are 
using this forum for other purposes than the ones originally intended. The 
facilities offered by the administrator module are very important, because 
facilities from other modules depend on them. These facilities from the 
administrator module may be divided in the following categories: 

 - facilities necessary for managing the accounts: update the 
administrator’s personal account, update owner’s accounts; 

 -  facilities necessary for communication: forum administration. 
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CONCLUSIONS 
 
 The Romanian rural environment, on the whole, holds an important 
tourist potential, granted by the rich and diverse natural resources it 
contains. 
 The tourist activity plays an important social part for all the villages, 
generating advantages both for the household implicated and for the entire 
community or are, by activating social, cultural, folklore traditions, through 
the possibility of creating new workplaces.  
  Practicing rural tourism generates very complex economic and 
social flows, as follows:  
 - manifesting the agro-tourist offer (for accommodation and services 
through the elaborated application) triggers the development of activities 
such as: constructions, agriculture (vegetable as well as animal production), 
the local small industry), arts and crafts, etc.;  
 - agro-tourist activity generates an increase in income, which will 
generate the later development and modernization of the household and of 
the local community, an increase in the standard of living of the inhabitants 
of the rural environment;  
 - the development of agro-tourism obviously determines the 
development of the physical, social and communicational infrastructure. 
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