
LUCRĂRI ŞTIINŢIFICE, SERIA I, VOL. X (2) 

THE EVOLUTION OF OWNERSHIP AND EXPLOITATION 
STRUCTURES IN ROMANIA 

 
EVOLUŢIA STRUCTURILOR DE PROPRIETATE ŞI DE 

EXPLOATAŢIE ÎN ROMÂNIA 
 

SIMONA CRISTINA COSTEA∗ 
 

In view of agricultural development, the organization of agricultural 
exploitations is the main activity which creates the framework for optimal 
use of resources Going for a specific production structure is not sufficient 
for organizing activities on agricultural exploitations. Dimensioning and 
well establishing proportions, keeping in mind their specific relations, 
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 After 1989, Romanian agriculture has been subject to less 
spectacular changes compared to other sectors with respect to production 
structure and volume. Still, there were some important changes in the 
structure of land properties and the employed population, as well as certain 
transformations in what concerns the export-import relations. 
 The high diversity of forms of land property and the large share of 
private property on the land, the gradual disappearance of the state capital 
enterprises monopoly, along with their privatization, have generated 
numerous forms of land exploitation. 
 In view of agricultural development, the organization of agricultural 
exploitations is the main activity which creates the framework for optimal 
use of resources, defining its function as the ensemble of continuous actions 
with the clear purpose to restructure, arrange and equip the land in 
accordance with the natural conditions, the arrangement techniques, the 
technical equipment, the socio- economic conditions connected with the 
positioning, profile and exploitation category of agricultural production [1]. 
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 The reform in our country has been applied considering both the 
limitation of the assumed properties and the interdiction to sell the lands (a 
certain number of years following the taking over process), as well as the 
delay in implementing the law concerning the lease. All of these led to 
developing and preserving very small agricultural exploitations compared to 
the standards in European countries [2]. 
 Going for a specific production structure is not sufficient for 
organizing activities on agricultural exploitations. Dimensioning and well 
establishing proportions, keeping in mind their specific relations, must 
follow the selection of sectors. 
 The central element of agricultural structures, in tight connection to 
the latter, is the production structure.  
 As for the structure of properties and agricultural exploitations, in 
1990 public property prevailed. Many previous landowners got their 
properties back in 1991 - approximately 9340 ha of exploitable land - and 
that is how 3.9 million small agricultural properties were created [9]. 
 According to the results of the survey conducted by the National 
Institute of Economic Statistic, there were 4.256.152 agricultural 
exploitations in our country back in 2005, with 5.1% less than in 2002, 
when their number reached 4.484.893. Individual agricultural exploitations 
(4.237.889) suffered a 5.0% decrease compared to 2002. Legal units 
registered a 19.4% decrease, from 22.672 in 2002 to 18.263 in 2005. 
 As for the exploited agricultural area which was awarded to an 
individual agricultural exploitation, in 2005 it increased from 1.73 ha to 
2.15 ha compared to 2002. At the same time, the exploited agricultural area, 
which is awarded to legal units, decreased with over 10 ha, from 274.4 ha to 
263.1 ha. This decrease is the result of the restriction of activities and even 
the dissolution of some legal units, agricultural lands being awarded in some 
cases for the use of individual agricultural exploitations.  
  In what concerns the ownership of the exploited agricultural area, in 
2004-2005 there were 74,5% agricultural exploitations, whereas 14% of the 
area was leased, compared to 2001-2002, when there were 63,9% 
agricultural exploitations and only 5,4% of the area was leased. 
 The number of agricultural exploitations per tractor has decreased 
from 31 to 28, from 90 to 68 per seeder and from 281 to 204 per agricultural 
combine. However, these developments have not determined the decrease of 
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the area per tractor, considering the fact that the area of exploitable land was 
848.000 ha larger compared to 2002. 
 The organization of exploitations and land provides agriculture with 
proper territorial conditions for optimal exploitation correlated to the 
ecological requirements and the planned development based on the principle 
of rationalization, economically, technically, socially and territorially 
speaking, the balanced development of the rural space in accordance with 
the present and future necessities of the society, fact known as sustainable 
development starting from 1992 [8]. 
 The structure of production of Romanian agriculture is characterized 
by the lack of balance between the vegetal and the zoo technical sectors, as 
well as between different divisions, crops and an increased expansion [6]. 
 As for the agricultural field in our country, the emphasis lays on the 
extensive structure of production due to the fact that food grains are 
predominant in the cultivated area and in production, as well as other 
cultures that don’t fully exploit the land. At the same time, the areas 
cultivated with plants destined for different types of industrialization have 
diminished, such as sugar beet, potatoes, vegetables etc. Thus, there were 
certain structural disarrays, which lead to negative consequences in what 
regards the continuous supply with agricultural raw material for processing 
industries. 
 Furthermore, most agricultural exploitations in our country have a 
vegetal profile; therefore we cannot state that there is an intensive structure 
of production since intensive crops and agricultural sectors, zoo technical 
farms with intensive production methods have lost their features, while zoo 
technical industrial units and greenhouses reduced their activities, stopped 
their production or are still trying to maintain their position on the market. 
Zoo technical agricultural exploitations hold a small share within the total 
agricultural area [3]. 
 The evolution of agriculture in developed countries proves major 
concerns in increasing the size of agricultural exploitations while reducing 
their number. 
 As for dimensional structures in this field, they vary according to the 
type of exploitation and even its shape. There have been certain 
modifications in what concerns the type of these exploitations, as well as the 
size of those which have continued to function, whereas the new ones show 
a large variety of dimesional features [5]. 
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 The dimension of these agricultural structures is related to several 
widely considered economic, technical, technological and social factors. 
Their action is different with respect to direction and intensity, depending 
on the type of land property. Some of these factors have their share in 
increasing the dimension of agricultural structures; others determine its 
reduction; but there are also several factors with double action [4,7]. 
 Therefore, in the future, going for a specific production structure 
will not be enough for organizing activities on agricultural exploitations. 
Dimensioning and well establishing proportions must follow the selection of 
sectors; this will have to lead to a specialized and diversified agricultural 
production. 
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