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The study presents the typology of the private agricultural exploitations 
from Romania during the period before and after joining the EU.  
Therefore we present the individual agricultural exploitations and the 
agricultural societies, including the cooperatives.   
In the case of individual associations we started from the most important 
criteria existing in the specialized economical literature.  
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In 2005 in Romania there were 4.256.152 agricultural exploitations 

where 4.237.889 were individual exploitations, representing 99.6% and the 
units with juridical personality represented only 0.4%.  

SAU used by the individual exploitations represented in the same 
year 65.5% of the agricultural surface of Romania.  

From the total individual exploitations, 96.8% were effective 
exploitations and the difference of 3.2% did not work the land by their own 
resources, they were using leasing or family associations. In this context the 
average surface of an individual exploitation was 2.1 ha and 2.2 ha in the 
case of those who worked the land on their own.  

The trading companies with private capital and the agricultural 
associations (6204 associations) represented in 2005 only 0.15% of the total 
number of exploitations, with an average size between 376 and 455 ha, 
representing 17.71% of the used agricultural surface.  

 
 
 
 

Table 1 
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The agricultural exploitations from Romania (2005) 
 

The average used agricultural 
surface –Ha 

 
 
 

Juridical 
status 

 
 
 

Total number 
of agricultural 
exploitations 

 
 
 

Exploitations 
using on their 
own the land  

(number) 

 
 
 

The used 
agricultural 
surface(ha) 

Per 
exploitation 

Per 
exploitation 

which is 
using its 
own land 

Total number 
of 
exploitations 

4.256.152 4.121.247 13.906.701,3 3,3 3,4 

% 100 100 100 100 103,0 

Individual 
agricultural 
exploitations 

4.237.889 4.103.404 9.102.018,2 2,1 2,2 

% 99,6 99,6 65,5 100 104,8 

Units with 
juridical 
personality 

18.263 17.843 4.804.683,1 263,1 269,3 

% 0,43 0,43 34,5 100 102,4 

Where: 
- trading 
companies 
with private 
capital and 
agricultural 
associations 

6.204 
 
 
 
 
34,0 

5.939 
 
 
 
 
33,3 

2.462.857,4 
 
 
 
 
51,3 

397,0 
 
 
 
 
100 

- 
 
 
 
 
- 
 
 

Source: the annual statistic of Romania 2006-p499 

 
In Romania, the most common are the small exploitations with 

maximum surfaces of 10 ha and represent 93.8% from the total number of 
agriculture exploitations while the exploitations with more than 10 ha 
represent only 6.2%, raising many difficulties in transforming them in 
trading exploitations.  

Table 2 
The structure of the agricultural exploitations from Romania according to 

their size - 2003 
Owned surface  0-1 1-2 2-5 5-10 10-20 Over  

20 

% 50,64 20,96 20,20 5,04 0,84 2,32 

Source: the census of the agricultural exploitations - 2003 
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The exploitations over 20 ha represent only 2.32% of the total 
number of exploitations.  

According to the historical region the structure concerning the size 
(number) is the following:  

Table 3 
The structure of the agricultural exploitations from Romania according to 

their size (number)/historical region % - 2003 
 

Owned surface 0-1 1-2 2-5 5-10 10-20 Over 
20 

Moldavia 48,97 24,61 22,52 3,34 0,37 0,20 
Muntenia 60,03 19,54 16,82 2,89 0,44 0,28 
Dobrogea 65,38 12,99 13,40 5,68 1,59 0,96 
Oltenia 41,38 23,71 28,81 5,18 0,68 0,24 
Banat 47,74 13,52 22,56 12,15 3,09 0,94 
Transilvania  46,87 20,20 24,62 6,90 0,13 1,28 
Average per 
country 

50,64 20,96 20,20 5,04 0,84 2,32 

 Source: census of the agricultural exploitations -2003 

 
We can notice that in all historical regions the exploitations till 20ha 

represent the lowest percentage and the highest percentage is registered for 
Transilvania (98.72%) and Moldavia (99.80%) while the exploitations over 
20ha are extremely reduced being representative in Transilvania.  

According to the size (in ha), there are some differences between the 
average per country and the historical regions. So: 

- The exploitations till one ha have the highest percentage in Muntenia 
and Moldavia and the lowest percentage in Banat; 

- The exploitations with a surface between 1 – 2 ha are numerous in 
Muntenia and Moldavia and the fewest in Dobrogea and Banat; 

- The exploitations between 2 – 5 ha have the highest percentage in 
Muntenia and Moldavia and the lowest in Dobrogea; 

- The exploitations between 5 – 10ha are numerous in Banat and 
Transilvania and fewer in Muntenia and Moldavia; 

- The exploitations between 10 – 20 ha have the highest percentage in 
Banat and the lowest in Moldavia and this fact emphasizes a high 
level of parcelation division; 
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- The exploitations over 20ha are representative for Dobrogea, Banat 
and Muntenia. 

Table 4. 
The structure of agricultural exploitations from Romania according to their 

size (ha) per historical regions 
Owned surface 0-1 1-2 2-5 5-10 10-20 Over 

20 
Moldavia 12,33 21,92 42,20 13,46 2,96 7,13 
Muntenia 13,73 18,87 34,76 13,02 3,88 15,74 
Dobrogea 6,15 6,54 15,45 14,64 7,11 50,11 
Oltenia 8,39 17,61 45,43 17,45 4,47 6,65 
Banat 4,04 6,83 26,27 29,82 14,16 18,88 
Transilvania  8,38 14,86 39,40 23,42 7,29 6,65 
Average per 
country  

9,83 16,49 37,60 18,44 5,88 11,76 

Source: census of the agricultural exploitations -2003 
 

In most of the regions, predominant are the exploitations till 20ha, 
except for Dobrogea, they are numerous in Moldavia (92.8%), Oltenia and 
Transilvania (93.35%).  

If we consider that the subsistence exploitations are those till 2 ha, 
we can notice that they have a high percentage per historical region. So 
26.32% of the country exploitations are exploitations till 2 ha. For each 
region, the situation is the following: Moldavia 34.25%, Muntenia 32.6%, 
Oltenia 26%, Transilvania 23.24%, Banat 10.87% and Dobrogea 12.69%.  
Considering the owned surface in 2003, this type of exploitation does not 
have the chances to become a trading company (with some exceptions – 
horticultural, wine, fruit growing sectors).  

Considering the subsistence exploitations of 2 – 5 ha with chances to 
become trading companies, these have a higher percentage in Oltenia and 
Moldavia.  

In our opinion, only those exploitations can become trading 
companies, where the production for the market is over 20 – 30%, which 
has surfaces between 5 – 20ha, and only the exploitations over 20 ha have 
chances to become fully trading companies.   

Another lack of the Romanian agriculture is represented by the 
degree of division of the used agricultural area, meaning the number of 
parcels of a property.  
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In the case of the exploitation till 10ha, this fact makes difficult the 
practice of a modern agriculture. This fact is characteristic also for the 
exploitations over 10ha. So: 
- at country level the exploitation between 0 – 1 ha are composed by an 
average of 1.78 parcels; 
- those between 1 – 2 ha are composed by an average of 3.66 parcels; 
- those between 2 – 5 ha are composed by an average of 5.4 parcels; 
- those between 5 – 10 ha are composed by an average of 7.49 parcels. 

Even the big exploitations are excessively divided: 10 parcels in the 
case of the exploitations of 50 – 100 ha and 11.98 parcels in the case of the 
exploitations over 100 ha.  

The high level of division is characteristic also for the exploitations 
from the historical areas. So, in the case of the exploitations of 0-1 ha the 
number of parcels is higher than the average at country level in Moldavia, 
Muntenia, Oltenia and is lower than the average at country level in 
Dobrogea and Banat. Similar situations are noticed also for the other types 
of exploitations. 

For the exploitations over 100 ha the number of parcels is over the 
average at country level (11.98%) in Banat (19.29%), in Transilvania 
(16.4%) and Moldavia (12.36%). 
Below the average at country level are Muntenia, Dobrogea and Oltenia.  

Table 5 
The structure of the agricultural exploitations according to the number of 

parcels where SAU is divided - 2003 
Historical 
region 

0-1 1-2 2-5 5-10 10-20 20-30 30-50 50-
100 

Over 
100 

Moldavia 1,84 3,58 5,03 6,53 6,60 6,85 7,89 8,54 12,36 

Muntenia 1,79 3,41 4,63 5,79 6,28 7,15 7,73 8,77 9,95 

Dobrogea 1,31 2,27 2,89 3,41 3,65 4,77 5,24 6,24 8,72 

Oltenia 2,03 3,98 5,43 7,22 7,90 7,90 8,05 8,41 9,80 

Banat 1,28 2,76 4,47 6,46 7,79 8,64 9,37 11,28 19,29 

Transilvania 1,78 4,07 6,57 9,58 11,03 12,17 12,74 13,60 16,48 

Average at 
country level 

1,78 3,66 5,40 7,49 8,37 8,79 9,10 10,00 11,98 

Source: census of the agricultural exploitations -2003 
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We can notice that the highest level of division (number of parcels), 
over the average at country level, is in Moldavia, Banat and Transilvania 
and the lowest is in Dobrogea.  

The size of a parcel is different according to the size of the 
exploitation and it is lowest for the exploitations of 0 – 1 ha (0.18 – 0.22ha) 
and highest for the exploitations over 100 ha (9.71 – 30.46 ha).  
 

CONCLUSION 
- In 2005, there were in our country many individual exploitations 

(over 4.2 millions) much above the EU average; 
- In 2003 the percentage of the exploitations till 20ha was high 

(97.68%), there were many exploitations in all the historical regions; 
- From the point of view of the owned surface the predominate were 

also those till 20ha, 88.24% the average at country level where those 
till 5ha (the subsistence exploitations) represented 63.92%, fact that 
reduces their chance to become trading companies; 

- The excessive division is an other characteristic of the agriculture 
which restrains the possibility to establish a modern agriculture; this 
fact is characteristic for all types of exploitations but has higher 
negative consequences in the case of the exploitations till 5 ha. The 
average number of parcels is 1.78 for the exploitations of 0 – 1 ha 
and even 11.98 in the case of the exploitations over 100 ha.  

- The average surface for a parcel is 0 – 2 ha for the small 
exploitations (below 1 ha) and 17.78 ha for those over 100 ha.  
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