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The production activity from farms is very complex. This fact supposes 
that the farmer is obliged to make a lot of decisions to manage entire 
production activities. To make these decisions, the farmer has to handle a 
lot of information or he must use those information sources which may 
offer him the information that he may need in the decisional process. 
Therefore the number and the quality of information sources used by the 
farmers for decisions made inside of the farm are determinant for their 
quality. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

The low level of average productions realized in the last period by 
Romanian farmers, as well as their quality, raise obvious critical question 
marks. All these most frequently reside in the production technology that is 
used by the farmers, on the atmospheric conditions (the drought, the floods), 
on the level and the quality of inputs used in the technology process and so 
on. 

Quite rarely it raises a question mark on farm management as being 
a possible factor that influences the quantity and quality of productions 
obtained in Romanian farms. 

The most important aspect of the management activity is the 
decision [Merce, E., 2000]. A very important stage for any decisional 
process is the collection of the information.   
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Consequently, it is very important that information sources offer the 
information that corresponds from the point of view of quality and quantity 
of the decisional process needs. 

In this paper, a study will be made on the quantity and quality of the 
information sources used by the Romanian farmers in the decisional 
process. 

 
MATERIAL AND METHOD 

 
The material presented in this paper was obtained after a study that 

was conducted in 2007 in frame of the PhD study. 
A PN II – TD research agreement was obtained for this theme. The 

main objective of this research project and for the PhD thesis is the planning 
activity evaluation as the main source for information required by decision 
making. 

The source of information is the answers of a questionnaire that is 
part of this study. There were 98 farmers who responded for this 
questionnaire. These farmers are from the North-West Development Region 
of Romania. 

This questionnaire being run, a selection was made to be presented 
in this paper, namely the answers given by farmers to the next question: 

 
• Which are the information sources you used to establish crop 

technology? 
 
This question was selected because the establishment of the crop 

technology requires a very complex decisional process, that needs a high 
quantity and quality of information, 

The farmers who answered to this question had the possibility to 
choose one or more responses out of the next possibilities: 

 
1. Friends and neighbors 
2. Other producers 
3. Institutions for agricultural extension 
4. References 
5. Experience of the last years 
6. Other sources 
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Farmers had the possibility to choose one or more variants from 

these, in such a way that the answer given by them corresponds with the 
realities from the farms. So, the answers given by the farmers create an 
opportunity to analyze the number of information sources from the quantity 
point of view and from quality point of view. 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUTIONS 

 
The number of information sources is important because this number 

determines the information complexity used in management activities and 
implicitly in the decisional process, as a component of the management 
activities. 

After answers were centralized, it was obvious that there is a high 
percentage (42 %) of farmers which use just one information source and the 
percentage of the farmers which use 3 information sources is 14 % (figure 
1). This situation is very disturbing, because reveals is a low quantity of 
information used by farmers in the decisional process. 
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 Figure 1. The number of information sources used in the 

decisional process by farm managers 
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A cause of this situation can be the difficulty of the farmers 

regarding the accessibility of information sources or the difficulty regarding 
the utility of these information sources. 

Another cause can be the fact that farmers do not know that there are 
a lot of information sources and that these offer information which are very 
important for their activity. 

The quality offered by these information sources is very important 
for farmers’ activity because it has a direct effect on the quality of the 
decisional activity process. 

The author’s opinion is that the information source that offered the 
most competent information in any field is references. Besides this, the 
institutions for agricultural extension have a lot of information to give to the 
farmers to improve the quantity and the quality of the decisional process. 

In agriculture, another information source which has an important 
role in the activity management is the experience of the last years. This 
experience is very important for agriculture because a lot of factors have an 
implication on the quality and the quantity of productions, and this influence 
can be determined if some indicators are calculated based on the results 
obtained in the past.  

But, the usage of this information source raises few problems 
regarding their interpretation, because a lot of knowledge from different 
area necessary, for example from mathematics, statistics and econometrics 
etc.  

Another source which can be used by farm managers in the 
decisional process is the experience of other farm managers. 

From these information sources used by farm managers, the most 
used is references, which in this study accumulates a high percent (36.33 
%). The second position in this study was obtained by the experience of the 
previous years, this percent being 14.10. Other information sources which 
obtained important percentages are “Other farmers” and “Friends and 
neighbors” (Table 1). 
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Table 1.  

The information sources used by the Romanian farm managers in the 
decision process 

The information sources Frequency (%) 

Friends and neighbors 7.26 

Other farmers 14.10 

Institutions for agricultural extension 16.24 

References 39.33 

Experience of the last years 22.65 

Other sources 3.42 

 
So, farm managers realize that the most helpful information sources 

are references and experience of the last years. 
The usage of these two information sources raises some problems, 

some of them being mentioned before. Therefore it is necessary to facilitate 
the access of farmers to these sources, as well as creating the possibility to 
use the collected information in the decisional process. 

 
CONCLUSIONS 

 
Romanian farmers, for being able to achieve the performances 

obtained by EU farmers have to use numerous information sources in the 
decisional process. 

The increase of the number of the information sources used in the 
process of decision making of Romanian farms may require the use of one 
or more of the following solutions:  

 
• Registering the farmers reports regarding these specific issues; 
• Facilitating the access to these sources; 
• Developing by the scientific community of the methods, the 

models and the instruments able to offer the possibility for farm managers to 
use the information offered by these sources.  
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However, the new methods, models and instruments have to use the 

information sources which are highly appreciated by Romanian farm 
managers, meaning: references and institutions for agricultural extension. 
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