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The European customer’s exigencies, the Commune Agricultural Policy, 
the European rules and standards, the ecological productions are as 
many challenges to which producers, merchants and managers from the 
agrifood  area must deal with for that the Romanian products to be 
presented on an external market, but also internal more and more 
competitive. Do Romanian goods reach the necessary level of 
competitiveness for resisting on a common market? This is the question to 
which we will try to answer in the following paper. 
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THE EFFECTS GENERATED ON ROMANIA’S AGRIFOOD 
COMPETITIVENESS AREA BY THE ADHESION TO THE EU  

In Romania the agriculture can became in a short period of time one 
of the “founded slates” of the whole economy. The option to invest directly 
in agriculture can prove to be more certain and healthy than in other areas. 
The reconsideration of the agriculture position in the Romanian economical 
system must take into consideration three concomitant incentive influences: 

• the consume internal market of agrifood includes about 22 
million consumers; 

• Romania became a member of the European Union; 
• the evolutions in the globalization area. 
During six decades, agriculture confirmed to be an important and 

constant source of sustenance for the Romanian export. In the last years 
though, this real potential was ignored, Romania becoming an important 
importer of agrifood from the Europe. Of course, we don’t have to ache for 
the position of “granary of Europe”, attributed to the inter-war Romania, but 
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the actual position of net importer of European agrifood can’t be a reason 
for satisfaction for nobody.  

Including through European support, the agriculture can be 
revitalized and transformed from a branch consumer of budgetary resources 
to a strong one, generator of budgetary resources and competitive to export.  

Approaching the Romanian agriculture advantages trough the 
potential resources for export acquires a generous span if we place the 
analysis in the geo-economical favorable context. The integration in the 
European Union, the geographical proximity of Russia – constantly, a big 
importer of agrifood – and also of some other countries of ex Soviet Union, 
as well as the relatively convenient to transport ways on water (Danube and 
Black See) represent, without doubt, sustainable comparative and 
competitive advantages for the Romanian agriculture. 

The competitiveness doesn’t suppose productions at any price, but 
the practice of agriculture in the conditions of respecting the rules imposed 
by the European Union, referring firstly to: 

• environment protection; 
• animal protection; 
• the quality and the safety of agrifood. 
Above the European producer, and implicitly above the Romanian 

one, as well as above the processor, the consumer excites a pressure higher 
and higher, wishing goods with high quality, safe in consume and cheap as 
price. 

The level of performance of agrifood industry registered an 
important growth, but there are still a lot to do regarding the reorganization, 
for helping the area to remain competitive and to respect the quality and 
food safety EU standards for establishing some efficient commercialization 
links between the agrifood industry and the majority of farmers. 

The agrifood industry is an important sector in the Romanian 
economy, accounting for about 17% of output of all processing industries, 
9% of total national production and 7% in Gross Value Added in 2002. It 
also accounts for a relatively stable 10% of employment in manufacturing 
and 3.5% of total employment, respectively, although the absolute number 
of employees has almost halved between 1990 and 2003. 

The agrifood industry has achieved robust growth since 1990, both 
in absolute and relative terms/total processing industry. Evolution in output 
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between 1998 and 2007 varies across food products; while it increased for 
meat products (+55%), canned meat (+62.9%), fresh dairy products 
(+73.9%), edible oils (+34.4%), cheese (+39.3%), it declined for meat (-
29.2%), canned fruit and vegetables (-2.7%), milk (-16.5%), wheat and rye 
flour (-69.0%), hinting a shift toward higher value products in recent years 
in response to the increasing demand.  
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Figure 1: The evolution of Romanian agrifood outputs 

 

Source: made by the author based on dates from MARD
*
 

 
The combination of greater and higher value output together with a 

shrinking labor force has led to significant improvements in aggregate 
productivity which more than tripled between 1990 and 2002, and grew 
another 12% between 2000 and 2007. Enterprises productivity differs across 
sub-sectors. Romania holds a top position as a producer of edible oils in 
Europe. The processing industry evolved rapidly towards high concentration 
around a few large players, domestic and international, which dominate the 
oilseed market in addition to the value of the 20,000 tones of oil crushed in 
small-scale rural units for household self-consumption. 
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AGRIFOOD PRICES AS FACTOR OF INTERNATIONAL 
COMPETITIVENESS 

In 2007 output prices in nominal terms are estimated to have 
increased by 7.5% in the European Union (EU-27) compared to 2006. 
Adjusted for inflation, the increase reaches 5.0 %, following an increase of 
2.9% in 2006. The increase in the total output index was driven by the rise 
in real prices of Crop products (+9.6%), mainly due to a higher demand and 
to the reduction in the harvest for 2007. 
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Figure 2: Annual change in the output price index 2007, (%) 
 
 Source: made by the author based on dates from the European Commission Reports 

 
In the EU-27, real output prices increased by 5.0% compared to 

2006. Among the 27 Member States, only Belgium registered a decrease in 
the real output price index by - 2.8%. The strongest increases, of more than 
8%, were recorded for Romania (+15.8%), Lithuania (+13.2%), Poland 
(+10.6%), Bulgaria (+10.5%), Czech Republic (+9.6%), Sweden (+8.5%).  

 
ROMANIA’S ADVANTAGES RESULTED FROM 

PRACTICING AN ECOLOGICAL AGRICULTURE 
The organic agriculture which doesn’t mean the return to the 

traditional agriculture, it delineates today as a high hope for the post-
industrial human progress. In a world in which agriculture transformed 
rather to a profit source than of food, the reparation of the severe lack of 
balance produced by the super-intensive agricultural systems based on 
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chemicals force the adopting of some new strategies which to protect natural 
resources, land, plants and the human being, from  pollution and permanent 
degradation. The mirage of the supra-industrialized agriculture, reflected in 
cultures which impress trough incredible high outputs, is about to dissolve 
while life prove that this kind of agriculture doesn’t assure alimentary 
security and human well-being across time. 

It becomes more and more clear that the Romanian farmers are 
interested more and more by the ecological agriculture. Even if in Romania, 
the ecological agriculture comes to life still shy, trough instruction, trough 
systematic awareness, higher groups of farmers prepare to enter on the 
European market with ecological agrifood. 

Judging things in the perspective of assimilating the methods 
specific to the ecological agriculture, the Romanian agriculture present and 
doesn’t present some competitive advantages. At first, the positive factor 
may be thought to be the low level of chemical pollution. But in Romania, 
this equals with practicing a subsistence agriculture, exposed to a bigger 
danger, the one of good’s contamination with mycotoxins, incomparable 
more dangerous than the pesticide residuals.  

A favorable factor of developing an ecological agriculture is the 
difference registered between the export price of ecological agrifood and the 
prices of the agrifood conventionally obtained.  
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Figure 4: The difference between the prices per tone, at the export of some products 

obtained in conventional and ecologic system 
 

Source: made by to author based on the dates from Romanian National Institute of 
Statistics 
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The high level of ecological agrifood, can determinate producers to 

orientate them selves towards such a system in hope of obtaining superior 
incomes. For example, to the sun flower, it can be obtained an export FOB 
price of about 330 dollars/tone if is obtained in ecological system, while if is 
obtained on conventional system it can be obtained only 200 dollars/tone. 
Important differences are registered also at soybean, pea or maize.  

A kilo of sheep cheese ecologically certified can be commercialized 
at a price higher with 2 dollars that one without certification, at pressed 
cheese can be obtained at export a plus of 4 dollars, incentive differences 
presenting also the export prices for honey, nuts, box thorn, bilberry, and 
raspberry. 
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Figure 5: The difference between export prices per kilo at some products obtained in 

ecologic and conventional system 
 

Source: made by to author based on the dates from Romanian National Institute of 
Statistics 

 
The ecological producer certifying opens the way of exports, 

especially in the direction of the European Union member states, where they 
will find a consumer with a higher purchasing power and more concerned of 
what he consumes. 
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Figure 6: The ecological products destination 
 

Source: made by to author based on the dates from MARD 

 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGESTIONS 

Despite the fact that the Romanian agrifood industry seems to be on 
the right way, it still faces several challenges ahead: 

• A dualistic industry still populated by too many small firms 
lacking economies of scale, for which capacity utilization results in low 
average productivity and competitiveness levels. The concentration of the 
food industry is low. Two thirds of the 11,000 food industry enterprises are 
small (less than 9 employees), and about 1% are considered large (more 
than 250 employees).  

• Raw material problems and under-investment in many Romanian 
agricultural and food processing plants lead to poor compliance with EU 
processing standards and inadequate food safety.  

• Wholesale trade and marketing channels that integrate the large 
number of small and medium size farms in the food economy are under-
developed.  
 Even so, Romania has an important potential of agrifood area 
development because of its natural resources, its high potential of increasing 
the productivity and the perspectives supplied by the agrifood market witch 
is in permanent growth. 
 Taking advantage of these aspects suppose realizing some actions, as 
the following ones: 

• promoting rural development and the balanced diversification; 
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• sustaining the development of some agricultural and agrifood sectors 
orientated toward the market; 

• improving the quality and safety of the agrifood chain; 
• improving the health and well-being of animals; 
• protection of natural environment; 
• social stability in the rural areas trough the increase of employment 

safety standards for farming activities and processing  agrifood; 
•  the possibility that the whole rural population to beneficiate from 

the opportunities offered by the adhesion to the European Union. 
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