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Agro-tourism represents an extremely efficient productive variant for the 
exploitation of Romania’s rural potential. 
The tourist, ethnic, musical and cultural area of Făget – a place of 
encounter for many folk and handicraft traditions, with natural or 
arranged sights, provides the proper location for practicing an integrated 
agro-tourism, while benefiting from the association’s members, the six 
mayoralties, the participating companies and cultural organizations as 
well as the farms included in the organization system. 
The agro-tourist organization of the area has generous economic and 
social effects both for the local communities and the farmers’ households, 
members of the association. 
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Agro-tourism represents a productive and most efficient way to 

capitalize Romania’s rural potential, with profitable effects for the incomes 
of the farmers and for the economic development of the hill and mountain 
areas, the tourist areas and of the less favoured areas.  

The Făget tourist, ethnic, musical and cultural area, very 
representative for the West of Romania and not only, located in a hilly 
region, well-known for its marvellous folk traditions and craftsmanship and 
for its many sights of high tourist, cultural and religious interest, famous for 
hunting and other leisure activities, offers numerous leisure possibilities 
occasioned by trips to the various sights or by the exciting services the local 
farms provide for tourists.  

The framework-organization system for the creation of agro-tourism 
associations in the area, within the PHARE Programme, has pointed out the 
importance of associative structures and of the local businessmen to achieve 
their objectives, respectively the mayor’s offices, the church, the 
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commercial companies with agro tourism-oriented activities, the hunting 
and fishing associations as well as the quality-licensed farms.    

The social and economic implications of the development of tourism 
activities in the Făget region take into consideration the creation of new jobs 
in the villages, the increase of the farmers revenues, the stability of the 
inhabitants in the neighbouring areas, especially the young people, the 
preservation of existing socio-cultural patterns and folk traditions, together 
with the many possibilities to offer the tourists attractive holidays, very 
effective in terms of costs, information and knowledge, as well as the 
modernization of the area and the development of partnerships. 

Agro-tourism represents a productive and most efficient way to 
capitalize Romania’s rural potential, with profitable effects for the incomes 
of the farmers and for the economic development of the hill and mountain 
areas, the tourist areas and of the less favoured areas.  

In order to ensure the multi-functioning of the rural area – as it is 
provided in the CAP (Community Agricultural Policy) – and to put into 
account the productive potential of the villagers’ households and of the 
villages, with their offer for traditions and customs, for touristy, cultural and 
religious opportunities, the development of the agro-tourism in Romania 
represents a profitable alternative, meant for ranging the country among 
European competitors in the domain.   

The Făget tourist, ethnic, musical and cultural area, very 
representative for the West of Romania and not only, located in a hilly 
region, well-known for its marvellous folk traditions and craftsmanship and 
for  its many sights of high tourist, cultural and religious interest, famous for 
hunting and other leisure activities – offers numerous possibilities from 
vacations and trips to the Poiana Ruscăi Mountains, the Surduc Lake, the 
Neolithic caves in Româneşti and the natural parks to the leisure activities in 
the Poieni Sat and Poieni Strâmbu youth camps. For Christmas, there are 
organized unique events, among which the festivals “Christmas carols and 
traditions” and „La curţile dorului” are the most famous. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 

The rural region of Făget in Timiş County (Romania) has the 
following main characteristics: 

• the region consists of the town of Făget and the localities of 
Margina, Curtea, Tomeşti, Fîrdea, Pietroasa, Dumbrava and Mânăştur, with 
a population of over 31.000 inhabitants, on an area of 86.031 ha;  

• the land is structured into 34.412 ha of tillable land, 27.530 ha 
pasture and lawns and over 42.000 ha of woodland; 

• the local infrastructure is represented by the national road DN-
6, the Timişoara-Făget railway and the railways to Deva and centre of 
Transylvania, the county roads among the villages as well as very many 
paths, lanes and access routes towards the tourist sights; 

• the main occupation of the inhabitants is agriculture, which 
registers average profits in the production of vegetables, animal-breeding, 
forestry, wood-processing and in other industrial sectors or services; 

• the tourist and leisure sights are located in all the localities of 
the hilly region (the wood churches are considered as historical monuments; 
traditional activities are also organized in the Făget area which are of major 
importance (fig.1); 

• the traditional activities, the customs and the folk events which 
are still preserved in the Făget villages are the following: 

  Ø potteries and monumental sculptures to be found in 
Jupâneşti, Mânăştur and Făget; 

  Ø annual folk festivals; 
  Ø Christmas carols contests;  
  Ø country festivals in Valea lui Liman; 
  Ø “Ruga bănăţeană” – a religious event to be held every 

year, at different dates, very rich in complementary activities.    
The traditional craftsmanship in the region, the genuine and rich 

folklore, the various cultural events as well as the leisure activities in Făget, 
Nădrag, Surduc or Valea lui Liman are worth mentioning. To those highly 
appreciated and well-known activities, one can add the many farms of 
which 25 were selected as being able to offer agro-tourism services. 
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Figure1. Development of agro-tourism in Făget area 

 
RESULTS 

 
The framework-organization system for the creation of agro-tourism 

associations in the area, within the PHARE Programme, has pointed out the 
importance of associative structures and of the local businessmen to achieve 
their objectives, respectively the mayor’s offices, the church, the 
commercial companies with agro tourism-oriented activities, the hunting 
and fishing associations as well as the quality-licensed farms.     

The organization of „PADEŞUL” Tourism Association in Făget 
(fig.2) has involved in this activity of large perspective the main factors with 
high organization potential and a diversified agro-tourism offer, as well as 
the four mayor’s offices in the area (Făget, Margina, Pietroasa, Fârdea), the 
Hunting Association, the Forestry Authority, the most important company in 
Făget - „COMTIM – Industries” and the Făget Vicarage, while taking into 
consideration the potential interest for the integrated religious tourism 
provided by the Făget area.  

A special place within the Association is held by the 25 farms, able 
to offer accommodation facilities and traditional cuisine, as well as the 
opportunity for the tourists to take part to specific activities, such as the 
cow-milking, the pie-baking, the pig-slaughtering, the sheep-measuring, the 
Făget plum-brandy festival and other traditional events, highly appreciated 
both by the local people and the tourists. 
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In order to ensure the organization framework necessary to develop 
agro-tourist activities, an INFO TOURISM CENTER shall be established in 
the Făget mountains area, alongside with other 30 farms in Tomeşti, 
Sînteşti, Poieni, Luncani, Zolt and Glatna. Moreover, important investments 
need to be effected for the organization of the holiday camps (Poieni, 
Sînteşti), of the Povergina cultural centre, of rural-oriented cultural activities 
for the village intellectuals.   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 2. „Padeşul” Agro-tourism Association Făget: Framework-organization system 

 
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
 The social and economic implications of the development of 

tourism activities in the Făget region take into consideration the creation of 
new jobs in the villages, the increase of the farmers revenues, the settlement 
of the inhabitants in the neighbouring areas, the diversification of rural 
occupations, especially for the young people, the preservation of existing 
socio-cultural patterns and folk traditions, of the local architecture, together 
with the many possibilities to offer the tourists attractive holidays, very 
effective in terms of costs, information and knowledge. (fig.3). 
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Figure 3. Development of agro-tourism 

 
The Romanian society is facing a major problem which must be 

taken into consideration in terms of economic and social efficiency of the 
rural area, i.e. the hostile attitude of the population against the idea of 
association and organization. The idea was part of the Romanian mentality 
for 50 years of communism, marked by the existence of agricultural 
cooperatives and the lack of coherent agricultural policies meant for 
inducing the feeling (conviction) to accept possible changes with long and 
short term effects in agriculture, profitable for the farmers and their families.   
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Exploitation of local potential; 

Creation of new jobs; 

Increase of farmers’ revenues; 

Settlement of villagers in the area (especially young people); 

Preservation of existing socio-cultural patterns and folk traditions; 

Offering exciting and cost-effective holidays for tourists; 

Modernization of local infrastructure and logistics; 

Development of partnerships, increase of cultural and living 
standards  

ECONOMICAL AND SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS                            


