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The Common Agricultural Policy promoted by the European Union 
considers multifunctional agriculture as basic support for the process of 
rural lasting development. 
From a multifunctional perspective, agriculture is approached in an 
integrated system and the functions fulfilled aim at a much larger area in 
terms of individual and industrial consumption and the exportation offer.  
Moreover, the relations with the nature and the environment meant for 
the cultural development of the area require specific managerial 
techniques. 
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SUMMARY 
 

The European agricultural pattern as support of durable rural 
development is represented by the multifunctional agriculture as a means to 
assist the integration of inter-relation goals between the farmers and the 
society. This status and the noble integrating mission of this important 
economic sector at the beginning of the 3rd millennium, provides major 
functions for the new type of agriculture to exert on production at territorial 
level, while influencing the rural environment in the multitude of its 
existence and the social domain, for the economic and social cooperation. 

To summarize, the multifunctional agriculture within an integrated 
approach must aim at the economic function which has in view, as a 
priority, the food safety and security of the population, the exploitation of 
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the local resources and the competitiveness on the international market; the 
ecological function (protection of rural area, environment, health and 
welfare of  population, creation of healthy mentality and attitude towards 
environment); the education function (professional training, training of the 
new-type farmers,  organization and economic consolidation of the farms, 
affirmation of creative skills of collectivities); the cultural function which 
ensures the development of professional culture, the welfare of the farmers 
and the strengthening of the technical and natural source of the local culture; 
the strategic function which  allows the promotion of the integrated 
agriculture, the durable development of the local community and of the 
region, the creation and consolidation of partnerships and, least but not last, 
the active support of the European Union for the durable agriculture policy. 

The multifunctional agriculture proves to be the essential link, the 
integrating process of the farmers with the interests of the society, the 
modality to put into evidence the extent to which they get involved and 
contribute to the accomplishment of the objectives related to general 
development and social welfare. 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Globalization as a unique, complex, dynamic and irreversible 
process of orienting the economic and social trends towards the exploitation 
of resources, in terms of accessibility and durability, aims at a strong 
internalization of investments, production and services, at an intensive 
liberalization of trade and finances, in joint connection to the intensification 
of international competition as stimulating factor of the performance (fig.1). 

Moreover, globalization is meant for ensuring the world economic 
integration of the countries under development and of those in transition 
towards the market economy, in the conditions of their accessibility to 
information and to the new technologies and also in the conditions of the 
effects of positive impulses or negative shocks the international market 
position may have upon the national economies. 

Agriculture, as an economic sector of utmost importance for the life, 
is strongly engaged in the process of globalization, thus acting as a main 
method to manifest its specific evolution, while benefiting – at the same 
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time – from their   development impulses or negative shocks at an 
international level. 

 
MATERIAL AND METHOD 

 
 The European agricultural pattern means the multifunctional 
agriculture, as a method to support the integration of inter-relation goals 
between the farmers and the society. This status and the noble integrating 
mission of this important economic sector at the beginning of the 3rd 
millennium, provides major functions for the new type of agriculture to 
exert on production at territorial level, while influencing the rural 
environment in the multitude of its existence, 

Within an integrated vision, the multifunctional agriculture must 
provide the economic function which aims, with priority, the food security 
and safety of the population, the exploitation of the local resources and the 
competitiveness on the international market; the ecological function (the 
protection of the rural area, the environment and the population health, the 
development of a healthy mentality and attitude towards environment); the 
educational-training function (the professional training of the new type of 
farmer, the economic development of the farmers households, the 
stimulation of the creative force of collectivities); the cultural function, to 
ensure the development of professional culture, the welfare of the farmers 
and the strengthening of the technical and natural source of the local culture, 
as well as the strategic function, to allow the promotion of the integrated 
agriculture, the durable development of the local community and o the 
region, the development and the strengthening of partnerships and, least but 
not last, an active support for the durable agriculture policy of the European 
Union. (fig.1). 

 
RESULTS 

 
Taking into consideration the new reform conditions of the Common 

Agriculture Policy and the participation of the agricultural sector to the 
process of durable rural development, the multifunctional agriculture proves 
to be the essential link, the integrating process of the farmers to the interests 
of the society, the modality to put into evidence the extent to which they get 
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involved and may contribute to the accomplishment of the objectives related 
to general development and social welfare. (fig.2). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 1. Multifunction of modern agriculture 

 
 

GLOBALIZATION 
 
The farms, the other production structures as well as the associative 

and representation organizations of the farmers, throughout the hierarchy, 
from the bottom to the community representation – manifest their common 

ECONOMIC FUNCTION 
-  food safety 
- participation to international trade 
- exploitation of local resources 
- contribution to the formation of the GDP 

ECOLOGICAL FUNCTION 
-environment and landscape protec-tion 
- public health and develo-pment 
- forming of a positive attitude  
           (individuals, community) 

   EDUCATION FUNCTION 
- professional training 
- training of the integrated  armer 
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- strength of collectivity and 
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MARKET REQUIREMENTS 

- quantity 
- quality 
- diversity 

MULTIFUNCTIONNING 
OF MODERN AGRICULTURE 

- environment protection 
- durability 
- welfare 
- culture 

 

TECHNICAL PROGRESS 
research (types, species) 
mechanization 
- organization 
 

wish to contribute to the development and consolidation of the rural area, 
while placing the farmer, the agricultural producer, in the centre of the 
process and the EU agriculture on the functionality pillars, for the interest of 
the development and the general progress.  
 
 

 
       NEED FOR PERFORMANCE 

- international cooperation 
- European integration 

 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Figure 2. Agriculture: meeting modernity requirements 

 
 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

In order to accomplish the integration process of this important 
sector to the quality requirements of the European Union, the management 
activity in Romania’s agriculture must take into account some important 
factors, as follows:    

- to enforce the legal framework to allow the solving of the major 
problems the Romanian agriculture and food-sector are facing with, from 
the farms to the processing system of agricultural products; 

- to consolidate the organization and economic-financial 
structures of the agricultural exploitations and of the farmers’ associations; 

AGRICULTURE 
- adjustment- 
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- to ensure and develop the technical and material source of 
agriculture, from the irrigation systems to the equipping with up-to-date 
machines, for providing  competitive products on the international market; 

- to establish agricultural services cooperatives, especially 
marketing and processing units, to be managed by the farmers for their own 
profit and the welfare of the country; 

- to re-organize agricultural consultancy in Romania and adjust it 
to the production, training and management needs, as required by the 
farmers and their associative and representation structures; 

- to revitalize agricultural scientific research, in order to have the 
necessary land and equipments to provide the farmers with seeds and 
technologies as required by the world technical progress, by the exigencies 
of the performance and of the European integration of the food sector; 

- to improve the farmers’ representation system at national level into 
the EU agricultural structures (COPA-COCEGA), in order to contribute to 
the implementation of the EU agricultural programs and for the welfare of 
the farmers. 

The transition period, unjustly prolonged, means for Romania’s 
agriculture to increase the abilities of the decision makers and of the 
managers to adjust themselves to the requirements of the market economy, 
to exert their managing skills in connection to the requirements of the 
present stage and the interests of the farmers, to use managerial techniques 
in the conditions of a large accessibility offered by knowledge and to take 
part in some active partnerships of the local communities, with a view to 
accomplish the development priorities as promoted by the European Union.    

 
 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 

1. ANCA A. - 2005, Organization and representation of farmers in Romania  
AUGUSTA Publisher, Timişoara 

2. ZAHIU LETIŢIA – 2006, Agriculture in the European Union, CERES 
Printing House, Bucharest 
 

   
 

 


