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Agricultural labour is a relevant factor to consider in the assessment of 
rural development policies, and especially complex due to the increasing 
relevance of mixed on-farm and off-farm work in Europe. Within the EU, 
there is a marked difference in farm structures between Northern/Western 
and Southern/Eastern regions, with the average size of holdings much 
smaller in the latter (with the exception of remaining collective farming in 
some new member states such as Slovakia and Czech Republic and 
Eastern Germany). In the latter states, the percentage of population that 
works in part-time in agriculture is much bigger (more than 80%) 
compared to the countries from North-West Europe, and the occupation 
of the available time represents a must for the development of 
agricultural exploitations; this process requires, beside the reduction of 
the population employed in agriculture by attracting it to other sectors, 
the development of pluriactivity and the part-time employment of 
exploitations’ members in other non-agricultural activities.     
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In the EU-27 there were more than 29 million persons working on 
14.5 million agricultural holdings in 2005. This number covers all the 
persons providing (even small volumes of) labour input to agricultural 
holdings, and also includes persons whose main occupation is not farming. 
In order to correct for this, agricultural employment is also measured in 
terms of Annual Work Units (AWU) – which measure the equivalent of the 
work of one person employed full-time over a 12-month period. The volume 
of agricultural labour input (including the non regular labour force) was 
12.6 million AWU. The average volume of labour input per person in the 
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EU-27 was equal to half of a full-time equivalent. The most important 
contribution to labour input on farms was provided by the holder and his/her 
family; as seven out of eight persons working within agriculture could be 
attributed to the family labour force (table 1, figure 1). Nearly one third of 
the family labour force (holders, their spouses and other family members) in 
the EU-27 had another gainful activity, besides working on the agricultural 
holding. Where another gainful activity is performed, this activity is usually 
the principal one. Having another gainful activity was more frequent among 
the population aged less than 54 years old. 

Table1 
Farm labour force in EU states (year 2005) 

 
Family labour force Non family labour 

regularly employed 
 Total farm 

labour 
force (1000 

AWU) 
1000 

persons 
1000 
AWU 

1000 
persons 

1000 
AWU 

Non regular 
non family 

labour force 
(1000 AWU) 

EU-27 12715 27808 10259 1901 1486 969 

EU-25 9375 17842 7248 1761 1379 74 

EU-15 5869 10164 4212 1349 1017 640 

AT 166 415 148 24 13 5 
BE 69 79 55 14 11 3 
DE 643 800 449 170 142 52 
DK 58 69 36 23 20 2 
EL 576 1272 470 25 18 88 
ES 992 1984 649 202 158 185 
FI 83 139 70 14 8 5 
FR 855 716 422 426 341 92 
IE 152 235 141 14 7 4 
IT 1374 3126 1126 152 106 142 
LU 4 5 3 1 1 0 
NL 174 161 110 77 51 13 
PT 317 536 252 48 40 26 
SE 67 118 49 21 14 3 
UK 339 509 232 138 87 20 

CZ 152 66 37 116 105 10 
CY 26 54 19 5 5 3 
EE 37 66 23 15 13 1 
HU 463 1325 367 97 85 11 
LT 221 510 193 26 22 6 
LV 137 239 119 21 15 3 
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MT 4 12 3 1 0 0 
PL 2273 5044 2147 67 60 66 
SI 95 203 87 4 3 5 
SK 98 159 41 60 54 3 

BG 625 1021 543 57 54 28 
RO 2595 8435 243 79 55 188 
 

Source: Eurostat, on line data base 
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Figure 1. Farm labour force in EU-27 

 
In the baseline total agricultural labour lays between 37 hours per 

hectare (United Kingdom) and 400 (Romania and Slovenia), the 800 hours 
per hectare observed in Malta being very specific. For cereals, 9 to 42 hours 
per hectare are evaluated for France, Spain, Denmark, United Kingdom, 
Czech Republic and Slovak Republic. These regions represent often areas 
where arable farming is dominant and most efficient. For Italy, Portugal and 
the rest of New Member States much higher input in labour units is needed 
for each hectare of cereals, up to over 350 hours per hectare, eventually 
indicating the existence of hidden unemployment in agriculture. For cattle 
activities, several regions of Southern England, Germany, and Netherlands 
show labour input per cow significantly lower than the EU average in the 
base year, whereas rather high labour input is estimated for dairy production 
in Northern Portugal, Northern-East Spain (Galicia and Cantabria), Italy, 
Austria, Hungary and the Baltic States, pointing at some inefficiency in the 

Family labour force Non family labour force 
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cattle sector (small farms, low milk yields and low capital investment) or 
hidden unemployment. 

 

 
 

Figure 2. Total agricultural labour in hours/ha - 2002 

 
An essential characteristic of the Romanian family holdings is 

represented by the fact that a big part of labour force occupies the work 
period inefficiently, practicing a part-time agriculture. The definition of 
such agriculture differs from one country to another, but the general idea is 
that family resources (labour, managerial resources) are only partially used 
in agricultural production. In part-time agriculture, the income earned by 
holding or farm from the outside-farm employment is bigger than 50% 
and/or bigger than a half of the total hours worked by the holder (farm) 
outside the farm. The part-time agriculture exists in all countries, in 
different proportions (figure 3).  
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* Total regular farm labour force=100% 
 

Figure 3. Part-time regular farm labour force  

 
In 2005, in EU-27, only 25.2% of the regular labour force was full-

time employed. The fact that 74.8% worked in part-time in their holdings 
(about 60% of them less then 50% of the labour time) shows the 
pluriactivity amplitude and importance. Statistics make evident the 
increasing tendency of persons to work in part-time, so that they exert 
another activity, too. This situation differs from one country to another. The 
countries with the smallest percentage of persons whose labour hours in 
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holdings in below 50% are usually countries with small-size exploitations – 
Greece, Italy, Portugal, Austria, from the old member states, and Romania is 
on the first position among the new members, being followed by Lithuania, 
Hungary, Cyprus, Malta, Slovenia, Poland, all of them with more than 80% 
of their population part-time employed in agriculture. The opposite position 
is occupied by countries with large holdings (United Kingdom, Czech 
Republic) or that practice agriculture with high-degree capital 
concentrations and intensification – Belgium, Luxemburg, the Netherlands, 
France, Denmark. 

In our country, the part-time agriculture is much extended. Several 
conditions contribute to this situation: 

a) small holding size. Expressed in hectares, it is about 8 times 
smaller than the average holding in the old EU member states ((RO – 3.6 ha; 
EU-15 – 26.9ha; EU-25 – 20.4 ha; EU-27 - 15 ha); 

b) high percentage of population employed in agriculture within the 
total population employed: more than 30% in Romania compared to less 
than 5% in the European Union countries; the unfavorable climatic 
conditions for agriculture during the last years. The very big percentage of 
population employed in agriculture and the low-degree utilization of labour 
time represent the primary factors generating lack of performance in the 
Romanian agriculture; 

c) the small agricultural area that falls on a person employed in 
agriculture: 3.7 times smaller than the European Union mean. 

Under such conditions, a big part of Romanian holdings practice a 
part-time agriculture, the seasonal character of the agricultural production 
contributing to this situation as well. In Romania, 99% (8.4 million persons) 
are part-time employed in agriculture.  

These data lead to the conclusion that the occupation of the available 
free time with non-agricultural activities could become an important source 
of incomes for family holdings. The occupation of the available time is a 
must for the development of the part-time holdings, generating 
supplementary incomes for them, and also for the national economy, on the 
whole. This is a complex process that requires, beside the reduction of the 
population employed in agriculture by attracting it to other sectors, the 
development of pluriactivity and the part-time employment of holding 
members in other non-agricultural activities. 
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The rural area, the integrated rural development, respectively the 
diversification of rural activities and creation of new sources for alternative 
or supplementary incomes offer the possibility of increasing the occupation 
degree of the available time in non-agricultural activities. Such a rural 
development may lead to equilibrium between the agricultural activity, 
other forms of rural development and the preservation of the natural 
resources, and the farmers’ multifunctional role would achieve new 
dimensions – of food or non-food producers, of service suppliers or of rural 
enterprisers. 
 The integrated rural development offers possibilities to increase the 
occupation of the available time for farmers, especially by developing 
services for agriculture (a field in misery) – of extension of scientific results 
to users, provision with production factors, collection, storage, distribution 
and sale of products, technical assistance, crediting, insurance, etc.  Such 
services may develop in co-operative forms, like in the West-European 
countries. 
 Then the rural could become the quarters for the organization of 
activities in the field of production factors and agricultural products 
processing, depleting the city and favoring agricultural integration with its 
afferent activities. Such activities, correlated with the agricultural ones, 
assure a bigger annual productivity and, implicitly, bigger incomes. 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
 

We may ask how the part-time agriculture will evolve in the next 
years in Romania. It is difficult to say, but if we take into consideration the 
experience of the European Union countries, then we may say that the part-
time agriculture will be present, in a big size in small holdings and in a 
small size in big holdings. 

The part-time agriculture and its corollary, pluriactivity, are not 
phenomena with a contextual character, but a permanent one, requiring the 
elaboration of rural development programs based on economic, social and 
ecologic criteria and also on the creation of institutes with attributions in 
this field, including rural financing. Such programs should comprise: 

a) direct support for households (financial, subsidies for job creation, 
etc.);   
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b) indirect support for the improvement of competitivity of all units 
from the respective area (creation of services destined to facilitate the 
technological transfer, sale of local products, improvement of local 
informational and communication systems); 

c) measures aiming at the valorizing of the human capital from rural 
areas (focused on the employment of labour force, its formation or 
improvement, the encouragement of the enterprising spirit, the development 
of social services destined to improve rural life quality – health, cultural 
activities, etc.); 

d) measures for infrastructure development (road constructions, 
phone lines, electrification networks, water supply, canalization, etc.). 

Other essential characteristics of the rural development programs 
are: maintenance of the rural fundamental characteristics; diversification of 
agricultural and non-agricultural activities in complete harmony with the 
environment; preservation of natural agricultural resources for the next 
generations, and, implicitly, the assurance of conditions for durable 
development; favoring the formation of the new „model” of urban-rural 
relationships. 
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