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The development of a business in agro-tourism is a complex and 
particular problem for every enterprising person and even for every rural 
area. Being a family type business characteristic to the rural areas it 
represents a possibility to ensure supplementary incomes for the rural 
communities, according to the present tendencies of the economical 
development of the rural areas.   
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The economical development of the rural area depends, mainly, on 

factors which contribute to the development of the urban environment like: 
well paid jobs, access to the material and spiritual infrastructure services 
and a lasting natural environment.  

Even if there were serious economical changes after 1989, in 
Romania the percentage of the agricultural production in the rural 
production structure still has high values reaching 70-80% and even more. 
We can state that in some rural areas the agricultural production is unique; 
there are no other economical domains than agriculture. If we compare the 
developed countries from the Western Europe where the percentage of the 
agricultural production in the rural production structure is 15 maximum 
20% we can say that the more the percentage of the agricultural production 
in the rural production structure is lower the more the rural economy is 
developed.  
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So, the development of the rural area is more important when the 
rural production is diversified according to the economical resources from 
the area, when the economical resources are totally or almost totally used. 
The incorporate development of the rural economy represents the key for 
the realization of alternative incomes for the rural community population, to 
change their poverty status and to accelerate the social progress in the rural 
area.   

The tourism, in general, the rural tourism and the agro-tourism, in 
particular, represent methods for solving the low degree of rural economy 
diversification which is the factor determining the low incomes of the rural 
population.  

The need to develop the rural environment, in general, and the need 
to develop the agricultural exploitations, in particular, is a problem for the 
entire Europe, so that it is necessary to consider the agro-tourism as a 
method of solving these problems.  

Romania has various natural resources which, in time, were enriched 
and transformed by the human activity. For a long time, in Romania there 
are discussions concerning the necessity of coherent strategy in the tourism 
domain because the touring potential of our country is still insufficiently 
used. In these conditions, the problem of the Romania agro-tourism 
development can have new characteristics.   

The agro-tourism is a tourism form appeared from the necessity of 
finding a solution to increase the incomes of the rural families by valuating 
their economical potential, being considered as an alternative activity which 
could be developed due to the landscape potential of a part of the rural 
territory by preserving it in a semi-natural condition and by keeping 
important traditions and customs reflected in the traditional life style. The 
agro-tourism is characterized by he fact that it is not a standardized offer 
because the farms are not alike and is an activity with cultural and 
ecological characteristics. The development of agro-tourism can decrease 
the present economical difference between the large cities and the smaller 
communities, mainly between the urban area and the rural area.  

This activity faces some difficulties concerning technical, financial 
and educational aspects. Therefore it is necessary to have some supporting 
and promoting measures for the development of this sector, both from 
quantitative point of view and qualitative point of view.  
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The transformation of a peasant farm in an agro-touring farm 
represents a good opportunity to realize other activities in the same time as 
the activities usually realized by the family, using the infrastructure they 
have to increase the profitability. Realized as a complementary activity, it 
does not diminish or eliminate the activities which are specific for the rural 
economy, but it allows a higher valuation of the products obtained from the 
agricultural production.  

The necessity of this transformation has the following reasons:  
- the pronounced opportunity to develop such form of tourism as a 

result of the agro-tourism market expansion where the demand is 
continuously increasing;  

- the existence of a relatively great number of peasant farms with 
agro-touring potential which can become agro-touring farms; 

- the transformation of the agricultural exploitation in agro-touring 
exploitation need lower investments than the classic tourism; the 
investments consist in: modernization, rearrangements and proper 
equipment for receiving tourists;  

- the professional background of the persons practicing agro-tourism 
can be realized by participating to short term training courses to stimulate 
their enterprising spirit and to gain the skills necessary to satisfy the clients 
needs; these skills, usually are easy to gain;  

- the agro-tourism is an additional economical activity of the 
agricultural exploitation and not its alternative or substitution; practicing 
this activity does not mean the interruption of the usual activity;  

- there is the possibility to valuate the products obtained in the agro-
touring farm which means a higher valuation of these products;  

- it is a family business and it can be realized by all the family 
members at the same time and by rotation according to the existent 
possibilities;  

- by its policies, the government financially supports and encourages 
the realization and development of boarding houses and agro-touring farms.  

The agro-touring farm is a receiving structure for accommodation 
and meal, functioning in a peasant farm. The agro-touring services offered 
by the peasant farms can vary from meals, touring guiding on some routes 
or teaching some traditional professions, to the possibility of practicing 
some sports or participating to some traditional customs of the family, of the 
town or of the area. These services should respect some standards and the 
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boarding houses registered to the Rural Tourism National Association have 
to respect the EUROGITES regulations (the European association of the 
boarding houses), in order to enjoy the benefits of the member status (first 
of all, the access to clients).  

The conversion of the peasant farms in agro-touring farms has to be 
based on a well realized business plan and a marketing plan. As in any other 
business, its promotion represents a very important element in ensuring its 
viability and development. Therefore, the owner has to find efficient 
promotion methods presenting to the potential clients the agro-touring farm 
and the offered services and all the supplementary information needed like: 
the presentation of the area, recreation possibilities, access roads, pictures 
presenting the offered comfort and the prices (prices which are much lower 
than in the hotels from the specific touring resorts) and the contact 
possibilities.  

In conclusion, we can say that the agro-tourism, very developed in 
the economy of the occidental countries, should gradually become a new 
action direction in realizing the strategic objectives from the rural areas with 
agro-touring possibilities from our country for ensuring alternative incomes 
for the population from these areas.  
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