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Situated on the border of several exquisite tourist attractions, such as the 
Danube Straits and the Cerna-Domogled National Park, the rural area 
located in the pre-mountain region of the southern part of the Mehedinţi 
Mountains is one of the least developed zones of Romania. The paper 
analyses the discrepancy between the rich tourist potential of this area 
and the inadequate tourist services that are being provided. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
The alpine and subalpine territories of the Mehedinţi Mountains 

represent a large part of south-western Romania, with a surface of over 1000 
square kilometers. The boundaries of the tourist interest zone are as follows: 
the Danube River to the south, Belareca and Cerna to the west and north-
west, the superior flow of the Motru River to the north-west, up to the 
residence of the Mehedinţi County, Drobeta-Turnu Severin. This 
geographical area is made up of two major relief units, the Mehedinţi 
Mountains and the Mehedinţi Plateau, bonded by a similar geomorphologic 
structure. The metamorphic and sedimentary rocks alternate, and the 
calcareous relief represents a major tourist attraction, due to the energy of 
the spectacular micro relief forms (dolines, lapiezes, clefts), but mostly 
because of the macro relief (gorges, caves, sharp crests, steep slopes). 
Interested tourists and researchers may also be attracted by the vegetation 
and fauna, specific to the calcareous areas, as well as the alpine/sub alpine 
ones. The originality and value of the physical-geographic and biotope 
factors have lead to the declaration of the “Mehedinţi Plateau Geopark” on 
the studied area. With a surface of 10600 hectares’, the Park embodies a 
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significant part of the geological phenomena, rare species of fauna and flora, 
protected in 17 natural reservations. The following reservation groups are 
located in the southern area of the Mehedinţi Mountains: the botanic and 
landscape Cheile Cosustei reservation, the limestone Valea Topolniţa 
complex, the Peştera Epuran landscape reservation, the Ponoare landscape 
and forest reservation and Porţile de Fier national park. 

Regarding nearby establishments and access roads, the southern side 
of the Mehedinţi mountains is neighbored by two large cities: the county 
residence, Drobeta-Turnu Severin, and an important port of Danube, 
Orşova; as well as two smaller cities: Motru and Baia de Aramă, and an 
important European balneal-resort, Băile Herculane. The road network is 
well-developed, with E70 as the primary artery, from which many smaller 
roads of national, county and local interest emerge, thus facilitating access 
to the proximity of the main tourist attractions. The Bucharest-Timişoara 
backbone railway and Danube navigation are serious alternatives for tourist 
access in the extreme south of the studied area. 

The local population is made up of four distinct categories: 
1. City inhabitants. They reside in one of the four nearby cities and work 

either in the city, on the outskirts, or commute daily to a work place in 
the rural area. 

2. Commuters. They reside in the rural area and work in the city or on the 
outskirts. Their secondary occupation is subsidence agriculture. 

3. Rural inhabitants. They reside and work in the rural area. Their main 
occupations are agriculture, animal raising and various small businesses, 
or they are retired. 

4. Sub rural population. Their winter residence is either in the rural or sub 
rural area, and their winter or stable residence is in the sub rural area. The 
characteristics of the sub rural area are lack of systematization, scarce 
density of establishments, and lack of primary comfort and 
communication elements: roads, car access, electricity, sewer systems, 
running water, local authorities, services, and shops. Subsidence 
agriculture is the main occupation. A significant part of the Mehedinţi 
plateau is inhabited by rudimentary establishments, called shelters, which 
are temporary or permanent residences where the aspects of modern 
civilization are almost entirely missing. The living and schooling 
standards are amongst the lowest in Romania. 
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The forms of tourism practiced in the area, in order of importance, 
are: 
1. Transit tourism. It benefits the hotels in the two cities, as well as a large 

number of motels, inns, pensions, and commerce units situated alongside 
or near the European E70 road. 

2. Leisure tourism on the Danube River. It does not benefit the local 
economy much, as only a few points, which are of interest to the tourist 
operators, are visited. 

3. Cultural tourism. It is comprised of the visitation of some antique 
vestiges situated near the main access roads: the Podul lui Traian ruins, 
the Drobeta roman camp. This form of tourism has little, but noticeable 
impact on the local economy. 

4. Ecumenical tourism. The south of the Mehedinţi Mountains and plateau 
is not particularly rich in monastic edifices. However, in the south-
western extremity of the area, the Tismana monastery has managed to 
stimulate the emergence of a tourist village in its neighborhood, with 
numerous pensions that are open all year long, and have a positive impact 
on local micro economy. 

5. Mountain tourism. It is underdeveloped and scarce in the area, as the few 
tourist areas are only used as an access alternative to the more popular 
area in the northern part of the Mehedinţi Mountains. 

6. Scientific tourism. The few researchers or enthusiasts benefit from many 
rarities in fauna, flora, climatic interference, geology, history and 
landscapes. This type of tourism does not influence the local economy 
noticeably either. 

In the studied perimeter, there are 14 marked tourist paths and two 
tourist pensions, one of which is not permanent, and the second one almost 
entirely leased to a road arrangements company. 
 

MATERIAL AND METHOD 
 

The purpose of this work is the study of adequate forms of tourism 
and their means of promoting, in order to achieve a positive economical and 
cultural effect in the less developed areas of the southern Mehedinţi 
Mountains. The direct targets of the study are the rural regions outside the 
area of influence of the large cities and main access roads, as well as the 
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wide sub rural regions in the area. In order to carry out this study, the 
following methods have been used: 
1. Consultation of the available bibliography, both the general and specific 

topics. 
2. Consultation of the Master Plan for Romanian national tourism: the 

evaluations and statistics put forward by the Ministry of Small Scale 
Industries, Agro and Rural Industries. 

3. Study of the information available on the Internet regarding local 
tourism. 

4. Visitation of the area, discussion with the local authorities, qualified 
personnel and area inhabitants, regarding issues of the local economy, 
and the possibilities of tourism development. 

5. Inspection of the means of constructing infrastructural tourist attractions, 
meant to bring in more visitors to the area. 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION, CASE STUDY 

 
The starting premise is that tourism development implies large scale 

vision and measures, sustained by long term investments, inaccessible to the 
private local initiatives. There is a solid foundation at the central authorities 
level: foreseen legal improvements, long term planning, studies performed 
by prestigious companies, which must all be transformed at once into 
effective implementation measures, at county and local levels, with the role 
of the ministry being coordination and control. This decentralization must 
be based on specialized departments, made up of specialists who have 
precise roles and distinct funding. These departments are to transpose the 
national projects locally, perform their own studies and projects, with the 
support and financing of the national Tourism Authority, in order to 
efficiently use the structural funding allowed by the European Union.  

The presented case study is emblematic for the concrete state of 
tourism in the southern part of the Mehedinţi Mountains; however, the 
conclusions of this case analysis, seen from a broader perspective, apply for 
the entire area. The location we have chosen is the Tarovăţ plateau.  
1. Information points at national, county or local level: none. At each 

county or local authority level, it is imperiously necessary that well-
documented tourist information points exist, providing information, 
fliers, brochures, maps which cover the entire possible practicable tourist 
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spectrum in the area. At least at county level, the personnel working at 
the information point must be familiar with well-known foreign 
languages, and the information must be available over telephone and on 
the Internet. At the moment, the tourist is served, at most, by 
accommodation control points and paid job offers, for internal or external 
trips. The information points must be visibly advertised on the main 
access roads, in train stations, tourist and commercial attractions. 

2. Information pages on the internet. Currently, there are some available, at 
the County Council, tourism companies, or enthusiasts’ associations 
level. These pages are not efficient due to the following shortcomings: 
lack of location, access roads, and accommodation and meal facilities, 
lack of translation in at least one widely spoken language. At county 
structure level, it is necessary to build pages that contain complete 
information and maps, in several widely spoken languages, on which 
other pages belonging to various businesses, people, and groups 
interested in tourism, can base their web pages upon. 

3. Indicators. There are no indicators of a tourist area with marked tracks, 
neither on the European E70 road, nor in the cities Drobeta-Turnu 
Severin and Orşova. Maps with fitting descriptions in various languages 
must be mounted on the sides of the road, or in nearby parking spots. The 
only indicator is on DJ607c, 1 km away from the starting point, which 
makes finding of the track questionable. The reason is the possibility of 
the indicator being destroyed by locals in an unguarded area. This aspect 
illustrates the need of local authorities being involved in the maintenance 
of tourist endowments, with funding and responsibilities. 

4. Access roads. The main access road is DJ607C, recently modernized 
from European funding. The work is incomplete and poorly planned, 
because the road is very narrow, and the Ministry of Environment and 
Durable Development has not authorized its broadening. Here, a 
contradiction can be noticed between the various state authorities, 
regarding the building of a modern infrastructure. The authors of this 
work do not appreciate the fact that an eventual modernizing of the 
access roads may lead to an increase in poaching and illegal forest 
cutting. For these law breaks, the existent punishments must be applied 
accordingly, rather than resorting to the restriction of tourist access and 
area development. 
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5. The tourist markings are correct and well executed only on the outer 
limits of the track; in between it is old and chaotic. Our conclusion is that 
the funding is being wasted on poor quality work, which is superficially 
monitored. The national Tourism Authority must apply drastic measures 
to the companies that use up resources irrationally, without finalizing the 
field work according to the necessary quality standards. 

6. At the end of the track coming from Orşova, the possible tourist is 
welcomed by a valley full of garbage. Waste is all around: in the Danube 
river flow, on its banks, in all water flows, alongside the access roads; it 
is incompatible with tourist development. A severe initiative must come 
from all authority levels in order to clean the area and maintain this 
cleanliness, by enforcement of legal punishments. If this minimum goal 
is not accomplished, even though it is not embodied in the government 
strategy for tourist development, any project is destined to fail. 

 
CONCLUSIONS AND FUTURE WORK 

 
Tourist development in an economically underdeveloped region is 

not an easy task. There is a need for a legal context, studies, projects, 
funding, as well as state, local and private organs and organizations which 
must ensure that the laws are applied. At the same time, public awareness 
must be raised among locals, in order to ensure the integrity of the facilities, 
the cleanliness, and the correct attitude towards tourists. Therefore, a 
method to involve the city halls, schools, and church in educating the 
population must be found, and communication sessions, symposium and 
practical activities must be organized at all the participating levels. 
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