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The rural tourism is one of the most efficient solutions of harmonizing the 
tourism needs with the demands of protecting the environment and the 
durable development. The balanced development of the rural areas may 
be regarded as a long-term improvement of the living conditions in that 
country, in accordance with the economic, social, cultural and ecological 
demands, respecting the autonomy of the respective population. 
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The rural tourism is fundamentally integrated into the frame of rural 

means of accomodation where it places the accent on the natural, cultural 
and human  potential, on which tourism products are elaborated and 
promoted at local, regional, national and international levels. 

According to the World Organization for Tourism, the rural tourism 
is a form of tourism that includes any organized tourism activity, taken care 
of in the rural space by the local population, taking advantage from the local 
tourism resources (natural, cultural, historical, human) as well as the 
facilities, tourism structures, including pensions and agrotouristic farms. 

The rural tourism is a concept that includes the organized tourism 
activity, led by the local population and based on a tight connection with the 
natural and human environment. 

The organizing entities of the rural tourism are structures especially 
created for the realization of the functions for which they were conceived 
both from the point of view of the built frame use and the services. Around 
this unity there take place specialized tourism activities with a permanent 
character and the services are offered by a hired, specialized personnel. 
From the organized accomodation structures within rural tourism we can 
mention: tourist pensions, motels, camping sites, school camps. 

In accordance with the conceptions regarding the durable tourism, 
the place of the rural tourism is well defined, both as preserving the natural 
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environment, the traditions, the customs, the culture and as a satisfaction or 
fulfillment for the tourist tired of the urban area and the sophisticated 
services from urban hotels. 

The Romanian territory  has a wide variety of cultural and historical 
values –folk art, etnography, folklore, traditions, historical relics – a natural 
environment beautifully balaced in point of relief, with a  varied and 
picturesque landscape fund. Apărute şi dezvoltate pe cele mai variate forme 
de relief, aşezările rurale românesti păstrează, în bună măsură datinile şi 
obiceiurile străvechi, un bogat şi variat folclor, elemente originale de 
etnografie şi artizanat, ce pot fi valorificate turistic în cadrul unei strategii de 
organizare şi dezvoltare a turismului rural.  

Appeared and developedon the oldest forms of relief, the Romanian 
rural settlements preserve in a great extent old customs and traditions, a rich 
and varied folklore, original elements of ethnography and handicraft that 
can be used in tourism within a strategy  of organization and development of 
rural tourism 

The rural tourism is a complex a whole made up of four intertwining 
components: the tourism rural potential, the industry of rural hospitality, the 
rural technic and material base and the rural human potential. 

There are a few aspects that are missing from the landscape so that 
the rural tourism can become in Romania what it should be and what it 
deserves to be. First, the infrastructure is missing, which should facilitate 
the accesss to those places wanted by those tourists who want more than sun 
and a patch of sand  together with other thousands of people. Second, there 
is not enough promotion, especially within the country, for the possible 
tourist destinations in the rural areas in Romania. A pension owner from an 
isolated mountainous area will never have access on his own to a 
specialized fair in Vienna or any other city in the world. And not last, there 
lacks the know-how, namely the knowledge of offering to a tourist an 
experience that goes beyond a good accomodation and a square meal. 

Knowing, searching, improving and developing the rural area are 
activities of vital importance for a country, both through the dimension of 
the rural space, expressed by means of the detained surface/area and the 
percentage of the population involved in productive activities, social, 
cultural, habitat and tourism services. The rural development and 
arrangement has as a main objective the maintenance and preservation of 
the national character of the area and the rural culture and where there has 
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been severe local, regional, or national damage  (physical or social and 
cultural) the specialists proposed the solution of reconstruction, trying to 
reduce them to rurality standards. 

The social and economic development are mingled in a harmonious 
way with the development of the rural tourism, as there is  a reciprocal 
relation of  correspondence bewteen them. The statement is backed by the 
double implication that appears as a circuit, meaning that the activities 
specific to the rural tourism contribute, through their complexity, to the 
development of the rural areas as a whole, while this development will lead 
in its turn, to an increase in the tourist circulation. 

The components that favour the development of rural tourism are: 
• The market segment made up of elderly people that expresses its 

demand for rural tourism for the improvement of their health, for a  rest in a 
relaxing, picturesque natural environment which can offer even new 
experiences in such cases when they have only a low budget at their 
disposal; 

• As a main starting point, the technical and informational progress, 
determines on the one hand the continuous improvement of the specific 
equipment for rural tourism which offers the tourist more comfort and safety 
and on the other hand allows a greater development and a modernizing 
process of transportation and telecommunications, improving the situation 
of the general infrastructure; 

• The process of getting a good profit from the tourism resources 
mainly from those that are unique and can be amplified by the promotion 
process in progress which in its turn must be subject to a process leading 
close to perfection. 

In Romania, rural tourism knew an important increase in the last 
years as it has special conditions for developing this form of tourism. Rural 
Romanian settlements appeared in the days of the Thracian and Dacians and 
have developed on the most varied forms of relief. These settlements still 
preserve in a great extent the old customs and traditions,  rich and varied  
forms of folklore, original ethnographic elements.  

After 1989, the first rural households recorded in the rural tourism 
circuit were those in the area Moeciu-Bran-Rucar. Then the circuit extended 
with the households in the Bârsei, Dornelor, Maramureş, Apuseni 
Mountains, Clujului şi Marginilor Sibiului areas. Starting from 1990, the 
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interest for rural tourism is alive again and different associations and 
organisms are founded. Through their proposed objectives, these want the 
development and the promotion of  tourism in rural areas. Among these, 
mention should be made of: Operation Vilagge Roumains, founded between 
1988-1989 for the protection of the Romanian villages,  The Romanian 
Federation  for the  Development  of the Mountains (1990), The Romanian 
Agency for Agrotourism  (1995) and The National Association for Rural 
Ecological and Cultural Tourism from Romania (known as ANTREC – 
1994) – a member of the European Federation for Rural Tourism 
(EUROGITES). 

An increasing number of foreign tourists come to accommodate in 
the people’s houses, attracted by the possibility of experiencing a 
completely new experience for most of them, which is life in the country. 

Rural tourism can take place all over the year, implies reduces 
investment and a low risk; it represents an occupational alternative for the 
rural labour force and a stability and stabilizing factor for the population in 
the respective area. At the same time, rural tourism has an important 
component of durable development and offers a possibility  for the 
integration in the EU of the Romanian rural society. 

The law of the mountain decides some facilities for the development 
of the rural tourism system in the mountaineous area, for supporting the 
family initiatives meaning that the peasants’ households can be authorized 
to offer tourism services as pensions or agrotouristic farms. 

In Romania the term of agrotourism is very often used; it means the 
accomodation in the peasants’ households, whether a pension or a farm, 
eating agricultural products from the respective household, and the 
participation in a variable extent to the specific agricultural activities. The 
rural tourism is made up of all the tourism activities in the rural areas, first 
of all the pensions and agrotouristic farms, but also little restaurants and 
hotels or other forms of accomodation. The rural tourism is generally an 
ecological tourism because in the country, the tourists are closer to the 
nature they respect. 

The rural tourism is a real chance and hope for Romania. That is 
why this form of tourism was reconsidered and redefined, its area being 
extended throughout the country. The form of organization by means of the 
commercial societies was introduced, too, their only purpose  being the rural 
tourism. Numerous governments and the European Union recognize the fact 
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that rural tourism is an economic form that is in full swing and can save the 
agriculture and the cultural heritage, having a positive impact on the local 
development. 

The rural tourism has the advantage that it doesn’t create the 
products it offers to the tourist only and especoially for them, as big hotels 
do, but they use what already exists, developing them in a near future. 
Without services, it is difficult to develop even this branch of tourism. Each 
potential tourist has his/her own needs that influence the way in which they 
spend their vacation and that is why the series of services included in the 
tourism product should be extremely diversified. We must take into 
consideration the fact that the farther places the clients come from, the more 
information  they need about the way they are going to spend their vacation, 
and the shorter the vacations, the better organized they should be. If the 
vacation is longer, more attractions should be found, increasing the chances 
to local partnerships. The tourism product must be conceived not only by 
the owner but also by the local structures together with a tourism office, 
agency or tour-operator. 

The Romanian rural tourism may have a great future  for it is closely 
connected with the other forms of tourism : circuit tourism, balneary and 
rest tourism. 

The development of tourism in rural areas tries to solve, besides the 
essential objective and the fulfillment of the tourist motivation, the 
economic problems of the people, problems related to the dcrease in the 
population number caused by the migration  of rural population towards 
urban areas. By assuring the necessary conditions for some profitable 
activities in the villages, we try to stop the migration and to make the labour 
force come back from the urban environment to the native places, the 
increse in the stability of the active population, the improvement of life 
conditions, the protection and the preservation of the environment as a 
factor of recreation and re-establishment of the individual’s creative 
potential. 

In perspective, specialists foresee an increase of interest towards 
rural tourism following the action of such factors as: the growth of  the 
educational level, more free time, the development of the means of 
transportation and telecommunication, the positive consequences on our 
health, the increased interest towards traditions and the offered facilities. 
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The rural tourism, in its forms of organization has, for the time 
being, a modest dimension in our country, both concerning the foreign 
tourists and the Romanian ones. Taking into account the advantages of this 
form of tourism on the one hand and the stimulating efforts on the other 
hand, one can anticipate a positive and dynamic evolution of the Romanian 
rural tourismin perspective. 
          The balanced development of the rural areas may be regarded as a 
long-term improvement of the living conditions in that country, in 
accordance with the economic, social, cultural and ecological demands, 
respecting the autonomy of the respective population. 
         The problem of the rural development and setting up is just one of the 
most complex topics of our contemporaries due to the fact that, in essence, it 
means the creation of a balance between the need of preserving the rural 
economic, ecological, social and cultural  areas of the country on the one 
hand, and the tendency of modernizing the rural life on the other hand.  The 
rural development and setting up is found at the crossroads between the 
urban tendency towards expansion,  the aggressive industrial development 
into the rural areas and the demand to maintain, as much as possible, the 
rural areas at its present dimensions. 
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