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The sustainable  of tourism depends directly or indirectly on the long-
term development  of other fields. Therefore the general improvement of 
the infrastructure, the decrease of corruption, the economic growth, the 
growth of the living level and the environmental protection will lead to 
the development of the necessary conditions for the long-term 
development of tourism. The sustainable development  implies a 
permanent character and this means that sustainable tourism is based on 
the best use of resources, minimizing the negative economic, social, 
cultural and ecological impact, maximizing the benefits on the local 
communities, national economies and on the preservation of nature. 
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Tourism includes a number of measures that need to be applied for 
the  organization and the smooth course of a pleasure trip or for other 
purposes, realized either through  specialized organizations, companies or  
agencies, or on one’s own, for a limited period of time, as well as through 
the closely related industries that share the same desire to satisfy the 
consumer needs. 

 The construction “sustainable development” was introduced in the 
current language by the World Commission on Environment and 
Development (Brundtland Commission) in 1987. Presenting the 
development as “satisfying the needs of the present generations without 
compromising  the capacity of the future generations of meeting their 
demands and needs”, the report of the Bruntland Commission, Our 
Common Future, emphasized the need to approach simultaneously the 
imperatives of development and those related to the environment.  

Since then, there has been a great amount of work to operationalize 
the concept of sustainable development and that constituted the main topic 
of the World Development Report, presented by the World Bank in 1992 as 
well. The efforts will be fruitful if through them, we are able to integrate 
three points of view: 
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• That of the economists, whose methods try to maximize the welfare 
under the circumstances of the constraints imposed by the existing stock of 
capital and the available technologies; 

• That of the ecologists which place the accent on the preservation of 
the integrity of the ecological subsystems, considered to be vital for the 
stability of the global ecosystem. Some support the preservation of all 
ecosystems , while others speak about maintaining the existence and the 
dynamic adaptability of the natural systems that  support  life; 

• That of the sociologists  that underlines the fact that the key factors 
are human beings, whose patterns of  social organization are crucial for the 
identification of viable solutions for attaining a long-term development. 

The practical form of a durable economic development always 
implies a transition period, during which both the ruling political class and 
the population should reevaluate their objectives and aspirations, redefine 
their guiding marks concerning  social success and adapt their work and 
leisure time to a new series of values and principles, whose objective should 
be the prosperity and the protection of the future generations. 

The concept of sustainable development came to be imposed 
because the progress of the conventional economy cannot guarantee meet 
the needs of millions of people , compromising at the same time the 
possibility of the future generations of meeting them.  

The new economy should be conceived so that it can satisfy the 
increase of the global demand, to preserve the earth and its resources and to 
allow the people to have a better life now and in the future, too. There is an  
obvious affinity between the durable development and the new economy, as 
both recognize the need to change the development and the  means of 
approaching the economic life. The policy of the new economy is centered 
upon the sustainable development of the social and economic life, being 
focused directly on the active population. 

The tourism industry adopted the concept of sustainable 
development, giving rise to the notion of sustainable tourism, which, 
according to the publication of the World Organization of Tourism, The 
Tourism in 2010, develops the idea of satisfying the needs of the present 
tourists and the tourism industry and protecting the environment and the 
future opportunities as well.  Meeting all the needs of the tourists, the 
economic, social, aesthetic and leisure needs are taken into account, also 
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preserving the ecological integrity and the biological and cultural diversity 
and all the systems that support life. All the tourism activities in a country or 
region should be compatible with the loading capacity  of the natural 
environment for tourists and touristic equipment, thus assuring an ecological 
and economic sustainable functioning at all the levels corresponding to the 
internal and external needs of usage. 

The concept of sustainable tourism was defined as far back as in 
1991, through the common activity between IUCN - International Union for 
Conservation of Nature, WWF – World Wildlife Fund, FNNPE – Federation 
of Natural and National Parks of Europe: the development of all forms of 
tourism, the tourist management and marketing that should respect natural, 
social and economic integrity  of the environment, and also assure the 
exploitation of natural and cultural resources in the future, for the future 
generations. 

The principles on which a soustainable tourism are based upon  are: 
• The touristic activity should be initiated through means proper to 

local community, and this should keep control over the touristic 
development; 

• Tourism must offer the residents jobs that should lead to the 
improvement of the local communities and there must be a balance between 
the existing economic activities in the region and the tourist activity; 

• There should be established a code of common practices  for 
tourism at all levels: national, regional and local, based on the already 
accepted international standards, the guiding lines for the activity of the 
tourism operators can be implemented as well as the monitorization of the 
impact of different tourism activities and the acceptability limits for 
different areas; 

• Educational and training programmes for the improvement of the 
management in the field of the protection of natural and cultural resources. 

By respecting these principles  tourism can bring an essential 
contribution both to the economic and social development and to the 
protection of the environment in many countries more or less developed. 

Sustainable tourism covers all the forms and activities in the 
hospitality industry, including the conventional mass and cultural tourism, 
business tourism, rural, cruise, religious and sports tourism. The process of 
moving towards durability should naturally be coordinated at national level 



FACULTATEA DE MANAGEMENT AGRICOL 

by the governmental factors and supported by the local factors at the level of 
the communities. 

Sustainable development implies a permanent character and that is 
why durable tourism implies the best use of resources, the minimization of 
the negative economic, social and ecological  impact, the maximization of 
profits on local communities, national economies and on the preservation of 
nature.                                

Tourism has a considerable positive impact and contributes directly 
or indirectly to the economic development of the areas, countries or regions 
that represent tourist attractions. The most important positive effects refer to 
increase in the contributions to the state income and the appearance of new 
opportunities for business and jobs.  

Tourism has the potential of contributing to the promotion of social 
development through the effects at the level of occupation, redistribution of 
income and reducing poverty. The industry of hospitality can help us 
reevaluate the position of customs and traditions, as a means of conveying 
the cultural values. This leads to a durable management of the natural 
resources, biodiversity and of the environment. 

The beneficial effects include: modernizing the infrastructure,  
improving the access to medical facilities and services, to transport services, 
mainly the increase in the life standard in the touristic areas.   

The place of tourism in the sustainable development is given by its 
role as an  industry that sells the physical and human environment as its 
products. Tourism is one of the industries that should be involved in the 
sustainable development as an industry of resources, depending on the 
natural wealth and the general heritage of each society.  
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