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Agro-tourism, as a component of rural tourism, has the greatest impact 
on valorizing local resources, in increasing standard of living and, last 
but not least, in protecting and conserving natural and man-made 
environment, within an economic activity based on ecological principles. 
The interest of government and of local community is to develop 
organizational, developmental, and promotional strategies for agro-
tourism on both national and international levels, and to involve all 
economic agents responsible for the well to do of this business. 
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INTODUCTION 
Rural development is considered, in the E.U., a basic point of 

Agricultural Community Policy, particularly from the point of view of 
labour occupancy. Thus, they aim at applying an integrated policy of 
sustainable rural development that allows valorising all types of potential in 
the rural space. 

Analysis of agro-tourism concept shows it is a complex entity. Thus, 
to know this concept one should decompose and explain its component parts 
centring on rural household activities, i.e. agro-tourism ones. 

From the point of view of accommodation, of material basis, agro-
tourism is defined as a specific activity capable of valorising the excess of 
accommodation in rural households, prepared and arranged for guests. 

Agro-tourism means valorising natural landscape, lodging offers, 
and services supplied by rural households and agro-touristy farms with the 
aim of getting an income. Agro-touristy households get basic incomes from 
agricultural activities, while part of the incomes are from agro-touristy 
services. 
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FACULTATEA DE MANAGEMENT AGRICOL 
Agro-tourism should benefit from a management capable of 

harmonising natural landscape and rural household with the aim of meeting 
a modern tourist's requirements. 

Set and maintained by the demand-offer mechanism and by a proper 
management, agro-touristy activity ideas to beneficial effects on both the 
economic and social levels. 

E.U. member states also directly involved in agro-tourism by 
building holiday houses or by remodelling the existing ones (e.g., France 
and Portugal, where it was done with the help of local authorities), 
reclaiming dilapidated ones and turning them into modern agro-touristy 
farms that tourists can rent for shorter or longer periods of time, paying a 
sejourn fee to the community; 
Agro-tourism activity diversified, which resulted in a greater number of 
tourists. 
 

MATERIALS AND METHOD 
All member States have paid a great deal of attention to 

sustainability (they have signed protocols meant to protect the environment, 
to manage deserted places, to treat boundary areas) owners acknowledge in 
writing the responsibilities concerning the proper care and conservation of 
the environment); 

They have looked for the most efficient ways of advertising agro-
tourism activities on the tourism market (each country has its specific 
slogans synthesising its promotional policy (the Portuguese slogan is "A 
tourist - a friend: smile to him!"). 

Price policy is common in the E.U., agro-tourism being considered 
the most advantageous form of tourism (the system protecting low income 
families allowing them to spend their holidays at reasonable prices is the 
holiday cheque system adopted by all European countries). 

Agro-tourism development still is a main concern for E.U. member 
States, permanently correlated with the care for conserving environment in a 
balanced and sustainable evolution. This is the only way rural space has real 
chances to become a viable alternative of human progress and harmonious 
and sustainable development. 

Agro-tourism in Romania can develop in all rural areas, with 
particularly favorable conditions in the mountain area, where it can be a 
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professional and economic dimension of mountain households, capable of 
ensuring labour occupancy and supplementary incomes. 
Between 1968-1975, they introduced the first forms of agro-tourism (after 
the French model) and they identified rural localities representative from a 
touristy point of view, selected also from the point of view of their ethno-
folkloric and cultural and natural landscape attractiveness value. Thus, in 
1972, following a study initiated by the Ministry for Tourism, they 
identified 118 rural localities whose touristy potential justified their 
promotion to national and international tourism. Among them, they selected 
and declared experimental touristy interest villages, 13 rural localities: 
Leresti, Rucar, Fundata, Strnea, Sibiel, Rasinari, Tismana, Vaideni, 
Halmagiu, Bogdan-Voda, Vatra-Moldovitei, Murighiol, and Sfantu 
Gheorghe, for which they established organising, functioning, and guidance 
in touristy activity, and advertisement means to promote them. Positive 
effects were short lasting, because of the restrictions stipulated by the 
Decree 225/1974 concerning the housing of foreigners, which annihilated 
rural tourism. 

After 1989, by a Government's Decree 688/1990 they established the 
Commission for Mountain Areas in Romania (C.Z.M.R.) within which they 
created the first agro-tourism compartment, they set the responsibilities of 
the commission and the way the testing of the agro-touristy households was 
to be done, and the initiatives meant to develop agro-tourism (organising 
agro-touristy boarding houses, material assistance, and support for the 
setting of small agro-touristy localities). 

Since 1993, the Romanian Federation has resumed agro-touristy 
activity for Mountain Development F.R.M.D.), which adopted a strategy of 
promotion on both government and non-government levels. 

In 1994, the Ministry of Tourism signed an agreement with the 
F.R.D.M. concerning the cooperation in the development of agro-tourism 
and the improvement of legal conditions. Thus, the Government Disposition 
62 of 1994 and the Law 145 of 1994 establish facilities for rural tourism 
system development in mountain areas, in the Danube Delta, and on the 
litoral of the Black Sea. 
In 1994, with the support of the E.U. and through the Phare Programme they 
set the National Association for Rural, Ecological, and Cultural Tourism in 
Romania (ANTREC) that, shortly after became a first rank organisation in 
raising Romanian rural tourism. This Association aims at promoting rural 
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tourism and at training people working in agro-tourism. ANTREC has 
branches in 30 districts with over 2000 members and almost 700 touristy 
and agro-touristy boarding houses. 

Analysing Romanian rural space, we can see that it has preserved an 
invaluable thesaurus of  historical sites, of architecture and  historical 
vestiges, and a true ethno-folkloric patrimony of unprecedented value and 
purity. 

Rural space should go on being on top priority list of central and 
local administration and make big steps toward sustainable and efficient 
development. 
Rural space has features that individualise it, making it specific and 
authentic compared to other areas, spaces, and territories; agriculture 
represents “the backbone" of rural space, its predominant activity though in 
such areas as mountain and piedmont ones, forestry and its related activities 
are predominant from the point of view of area and labour, while in 
mountain or littoral areas touristy activities predominate. 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Sustainable economic development should aim at accomplishing 

profitable actions. For most people in rural areas agriculture is their basic 
activity focusing all economic activities. 

Sustainable ecological development should parallel economic and 
social development and  avoid environmental  degradation, as 
environmental  protection  should fit the principles of sustainable 
agriculture. There should be an optimal proportion between technologies, 
yields, and ecology. 

Concerns about sustainable development are the results of a complex 
of problems that constitute the object of mankind: degradation of 
environment, uncontrolled expansion of urban areas, and poverty. 

The coordinates of sustainable rural development should start from a 
triple analysis -economical, social, and ecological. Any action has its 
impacts therefore this should define sustainable development strategies and 
policies. Adopting good economic solutions can have negative social or 
ecological effects. 

Practice showed the importance of multi-disciplinary teams in 
decision making to avoid negative effects. In order to identify problems, 
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resources, trends, and needs, one should analyses sustainable development 
at every level. 

Sustainable social development should warrant human living 
conditions for all localities and regions. The more prosperous a region, he 
less negative effects leading to regress. Because of structural changes and 
because of lack of alternatives or of economic and social reconversion, there 
arc regions with a good economic potential that has become socially 
disadvantages! regions. This is a political measure aiming at creating 
facilities meant to enhance investors or the development of special 
programmers. 

The concept of sustainable development starts from the idea that 
nature as the only source of life resources should be protected for both our 
present and future. Because of industrialization, human civilization 
destroyed its environment - plant and animal species, ozone layer, etc. Man 
is the only one to be blamed for his greed and negligence that made him 
disrespect scientific discoveries and misapply them. 

Agro-tourism, as a component of rural tourism, has the greatest 
impact on valorizing local resources, in increasing standard of living and, 
last but not least, in protecting and conserving natural and man-made 
environment, within an economic activity based on ecological principles. 

The interest of government and of local community is to develop 
organizational, developmental, and promotional strategies for agro-tourism 
on both national and international levels, and to involve all economic agents 
responsible for the well to do of this business. 

In assessing touristy areas we took into account the territorial 
grouping of touristy patrimony, the possibility of traveling between certain 
touristy sites, and the geographical homogeneity of the Romania area. This, 
areas are not strictly limited by rigid boundaries, and they do not follow 
geographical, but touristy concentrated areas. Touristy mapping is also 
important in discovering, protecting, and preserving touristy resources and 
environment. 

Touristy area is characterized from the point of view of territorial 
potential and function, while touristy sub-area defines touristy areas that 
belong to that area. 

Promoting and developing agro-tourism in the Banat area will result 
in an increase of social and economic potential of the area, and through 
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large scale agro-touristy activities villages in the area will be able to 
preserve their real value. 

CONCLUSIONS 
We made a diagnosis analysis of potential (natural, social and 

geographical, cultural and historical, economic and agro-touristy) and we 
present in this thesis the agro-touristy offer and favoring and restrictive 
elements in the development of agro-tourism. 

After diagnosis analysis and SWOT analysis of agro-touristy 
potential we identified the following strategic objectives for the 
development of agro-tourism in the Romania area: 
v the development of regional organizational conditions specialized in 
promoting agro-tourism and alternative tourism;  
v the official  acknowledgement of areas with a rich touristy potential  and 
the development of county cooperation with concrete responsibilities;  
v the union of efforts in consolidating forms representing genre offers, in 
which both owners and local councils play a role;  
v the conservation and protection of environment by taking all  the 
measures concerning meadows, water courses, forest limits, etc.; 
v the mending and modernizing of roads and equipment;  
v the setting of population and the control of youth exodus;  
v the development of information and instruction of rural population;  
v the protection, conservation, and rehabilitation of natural patrimony in 
areas of scientific interest and of cultural and historical patrimony.  
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