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The bearer of economic development of every territory – this is the case 
of the Republic Srpska as well – ist the population, because it forms the 
basis to form a work force that inititates and directs all acitivities in an 
area. The demographic and socio-economic development are causally 
connected. All changes and disturbances directly affect the dynamics of 
socio-economic development. Future tendencies within the demographic 
development have at the same time been determined by changes in the 
economic development.   
With the aim to get a more detailed knowledge about the demographic 
problem, this paper is first dealing with the territorial organizastion and 
administrative division of the Republic of Srpska, and it then analyses the 
movements and structures of the population, with special attention to 
rural areas.  
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PREAMBLE 

 

In the European Union, the rural area is represented by the surfaces 
of all regions, primarily of second or third level according to the NUTS 
code (Nomenclature des Unites Territoriales Statistiques), allocated to rural 
regions according to recpecitve criteria. The rural EU areas have been 
defined by the application of the OECD methodology, based on 
determination of population density, according to which the local units (e.g. 
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municipalities) are identified as rural, if the population density is lower than 
150 inhabitants/km2.To date, there has not been any official partition in the 
Republic of Srpska  into urban and rural areas via the OECD or some other 
methodology. If we apply the modified OECD criterion for the 
determination of rurality, the population density of 100 inhabitants/km2, we 
get the data that approx. 95% of the RS territory is rural and inhabited by 
83% of the population. The Republic Srpska spans an area of 24.810 km2, 
that is inhabited by approx. 1.487.785 persons according to 2006 
estimations. The average population density in the Rebublic Srpska is 60 
inhabitants/km2.When it comes to population, the highest population 
concentration can be found in lower areas, along river valleys, whereas 
mountaineous regions are sparsely populated. The total number of 
settlements is 2.711. In relation to the regional division, the Republic Srpska 
consists of 5 regions: Banja Luka, Doboj, Bijeljina, Istočno Novo Sarajevo 

and  Trebinje*. Except for the bigger urban centers in the Republic Srpska 
(Banja Luka, Prijedor, Doboj, Bijeljina and Zvornik), for a majority of 
municipalities or specific areas within bigger urban centers it is typical that 
they are rural areas. The cause of such a pronounced rurality of the 
aforementioned areas are the changes that occurred in the territorial 
organisation of the RS, provoked by the effect of both socio-political and 
economic factors.  
 

DATA SOURCES AND METHODOLOGY OF WORK   
 

Secondary data sources were used for this paper: the Bureau of 
Statistics of the Republic Srpska, statistical yearbooks, programmes and 
strategies, as well as other bodies of literature that refer to the isssue of rural 
areas. In addition to secondary data bases, primary data bases, that were 
gathered via surveys of 1,390 rural households in the Republic Srpska area 
were used as well. After the implementation of the survey and processing of 
collected data, a SWOT Analysis was made for the subsector of 
demography and labor market in rural areas of the Rebublic Srpska. The aim 
of this paper is to analyse population movement and structure in rural areas 
of the Republic Srpska on the basis of available factograhy from primary 
and secundary sources. 
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RESEARCH RESULTS  

The demographic analyses in the RS lack a newer population census 
(the latest census was conducted 1991). Therefore, the overview of 
demographic conditions is based on the estimations presented in Chart 2.   

Chart 1: Population Movement Dynamics in the RS3 

Population  
Year Total Men Women 

Chain Index 

1996. 1.355.885 - - - 

2002. 1.455.446 708.449 746.997 107,34 

2003. 1.463.465 712.335 751.130 100,55 

2004. 1.471.529 716.260 755.269 100,55 

2005. 1.479.634 720.205 759.429 100,55 

2006. 1.487.785 724.172 763.613 100,55 

 

When looking at the total number of inhabitants, women account for 
a greater percentage. The period from 1996 to date shows a positive trend 
(an increase of the number of inhabitants in the RS area 1996 to 1,487.785 
in 2006), however, the value of the chain index in the observed year 
decreased from 107,34 to 100,5 in 2002. A majority of the RS inhabitants 
belongs to the population of working age category (over 62%), currently 
representing a significant development potential that will have a decisive 
impact on solving the unemployment issue.   

Almost ½ of rural households in the RS included in the survey have 
five or more members of the household (47%), 23% have four members,  
15% three, 12% two members and only 3% consist of only one member. 
The data demonstrate that the number of rural households with a larger 
number of members is high, indicatin that several generations live in one 
rural household. The results analysed show that when it comes to gender 
distribution, the number of male (2,32) and female members (2,16) is  
almost the same.  The age structure of rural households show that the 
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population younger than 15 accounts for 19%, from 15 to 25 14,5%, from 
25 to 49 34%, from 50 to 64 20%, and 12,5% are older than 65. 68,5% of 
the household members are fit for work (aged 15 to 64), and 31.5% get 
financial support, which represents a favourable ratio.   

 
Chart 2: Educational Level of Rural Household Members 

SCHOOL EDUCATION  % 

Without education  6,73 

Preschool age 4,94 

Elementary school 4 years  12,03 

Elementary school 8 years  24,56 

Secondary school  45,10 

College   2,80 

University 3,84 

 
Considering the education level of household members, those with 

secondary school level dominate, 45.1%4, whereas the percentage of 
members with college and university education is very low – 6.6%, 
indicating the fact that it is difficult to keep the higher educated workforce 
in the rural area, since these areas do not offer any attractive occupations for 
this population. With respect to the availability of elementary schools, a 
larger number of rural environments has only the first four years of 
elementary education, while in more than 70% of the villages there is no 
elementary school of up to 8 grades. In order to get more than 8 years of 
education, the rural population has to cross an average of 10 km to the 
nearest elementary eight-grade school. Research also showed that more than 
50% of households do not have the intention to leave their place of 
residence, ¼ of those surveyed would move to other regions primarily due 
to the prospects of their children and better paid jobs.   

Excluding household members with other forms of paid employment 
who account for 5.18% (without employment contract, seasonal jobs and 
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private business), in rural areas 13% of the household members have 
permanent employment. The presented data show that the employment 
structure of the household members is diverse, and that the proportion of 
farmers and students or pupils respectively is quite large. The largest 
number of unemployed household members in rural areas achieve their 
incomes through agricultural activities.  

 

Chart 3. Household Members’ Employment in RS Rural Areas  

EMPLOYMENT 
STATUS  

AVERAGE 
PROPORTION  (%) 

AVERAGE PER 
HOUSEHOLD  

Permanent contract  13,39 0,60 

Without contract 1,65 0,07 

Private business 1,98 0,09 

Seasonal job  1,55 0,07 

Farmer  22,04 0,99 

Unemployed  9,31 0,42 

Pensioner  8,59 0,39 

Housewife   15,03 0,68 

Pupil/Student 25,91 1,16 

Living abroad 0,56 0,03 

 

A vital statistics analysis of the Republic Srpska for the period 2001 
– 2006 showed that there is a negative or low increase of population. The 
crude birth rate of the RS population in 2002 was 8.5%, whereas in 2006 
there was a birth rate of 7.7%, indicating the fact that the number of alive-
born per 1,000 inhabitants in the observed years was 0,8% lower in 2006. 
Hence the mortality rate in 2001 was 8.9%, and in 2006 this rate amounted 
to 9,27%. The fact that large cities and municipalities are in the process of 
depopulation is particularly alarming. This means that natality has been 
decreasing and mortality increasing.  
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SWOT Analysis 
 

Chart 4. Strengths, weaknesses, chances and threats to rural area 
development of the Republic Srpska   
 
 

SUBSECTOR:  
DEMOGRAPHIC STRUCTURES AND LABOR MARKET  
STRENGTHS  WEAKNESSES 

- High % of rural population, 
- Moderate increase of total population, 
- Willingness of rural population to 

continue living in the village,  
- Average age structure of rural 

population quite favourable, 
- Available but insufficiently deployed 

work force in villages,  
- Relatively cheap labour, 
- Domination of mixed households in 

rural areas,  
- Trend of reduction of unemployment 

among young people, 
- High percentage of rural population 

with secondary school education, 
- Presence of educational establishments, 
- Increase in the number of higher 

education establishments,  
- Possession of computer engineering in 

rural households. 
 

- Low population density of particular 
regions,  

- High % of elderly households in some 
rural areas, 

- High level of unactive and financially 
dependent population in villages, 

- Passiveness of young people in rural 
areas, 

- Young people leaving the villages, 
- High unemployment rate, 
- Poor job opportunities for rural 

population, 
- Lack of information on the demand on 

the labor market  
- presence of “illegal employment”, 
- poor labor force mobility,  
- low number of rural population with 

high professional qualification, 
- obsolete objects and equipment in 

educational institutions in rural areas, 
- great distance between elemenatary 

schools and place of residence, 
- poor employment opportunities for 

population in rural areas, 
- education of younger generations in 

villages inadequate in relation to the 
needs of agriculture and rural 
development, 

- lack of computer literacy, 
- poor possibilities for retraining, 
- problems with employment of elderly 
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categories of employable population. 
CHANCES THREATS 

- animation of the population to stay in 
the village and return from city to 
village, 

- improvement of physical infrastructure 
and cultural contents in villages,  

- support measures for increased natality, 
- creating opportunities for the 

development of entrepreneurship in 
rural areas and new job openings. 

- Promotion of first employment and 
employment of workers with special 
occupations,  

- Promotion of self-employment in 
villages, 

- Modernization of educational system, 
- Planned education of the population,  
- Promotion and encouragement of 

lifelong learning, 
- Training of rural population in the 

fields of entrepreneurship, marketing 
and managemen, marketinga i 
menadžmenta, 

- Specialized training programmes, 
adapted to the demands of the labor 
market, 

- Linkage between science and economy. 

- Low natural population growth, 
- Ageing population, 
- Unequal regional population 

distribution (particular areas are less 
and less attractive for living), 

- Continued emigration of young and 
educated people from rural areas, 

- Insufficient support from the state for 
young couples who want to stay in the 
villages, 

- Unequal opportunities for women and 
men, particularly in rural areas, 

- Inadequate educational system in terms 
of economic needs and structure,  

- Decreasing interest from young people 
in education relating to agriculture and 
rural development, 

- Trend of more and more unemployed 
people with university degree, 

- Increase of unemployment due to the 
current financial crisis, 

- Insufficiently sensitive aims and 
measures of governmental policy 
towards rural areas. 

 

 
CONCLUSION 

 

By applying the modified OECD criteria for the rurality estimation 
of 100 inhabitants / km2, more than 95% of the Republic Srpska territory is 
rural, with 83% inhabiting population. As causes for the pronounced rurality 
of the given areas it is possible to set out the changes that ocurred in the 
territorial organization of the RS, caused by both socio-political and 
economic factors. Demographic analyses show that in rural areas of the 
Republic Srpska households with five and more members are dominating, 
with roughly the same number of male and female members. About 68,5 % 
of the rural household members represent a labor contingent or population 
able to work, and a dependent population of 31,5 %, which is a fairly 
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favourable ratio. The educational structure of the population has a special 
position in the demgraphic research, due to the impact it has on the natural 
and migrational movement of the population, but also to the preparation of 
young generations and the society as a whole for a continuous socio-
economic development of rural societies. The main source of income for 
most of the rural housholds is agricultural activity. The vital statistics report 
a constantly negative natural population increase in the entire Republic 
Srpska area. The phenomenon of a continuous drop in the birthrate can lead 
to a poorer affluence of the young population and thus to a lower number of 
inhabitants who are mature, i.e. most fit for work and reproduction, and this 
again would have a negative impact on the economic prosperity in rural 
areas of the Republic Srpska. 
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