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In Mezőhegyes there is not a central commercial district, a shopping 
centre, the present scattered network of shops makes orientation difficult 
for strangers, hinders tourism and consumption of the transit traffic. 
Inhabitants of the nearby farms can often reach easier the surrounding 
settlements for shopping: thus Mezőkovácsháza, Tótkomlós (market). 
Only a part of the inhabitants of Mezőhegyes does the shopping locally. 
Moreover, the number of those who are able to buy is very low in 
Mezőhegyes, since the majority of the inhabitants has a very modest 
income. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Retail trade plays a very important role in supply of inhabitants. This 

activity can be approached and evaluated well through the examination of 
retail units. I am examining the changes between 1986 and 2006 regarding 
trade and catering, continuing my previous researches (ZSÓTÉR B. 2008). 
Nowadays a lot of researchers are interested in social and economic changes 
which follow the event when a settlement has been declared town 
(KULCSÁR J. L. 2008, TÓTH J. 2008). 
 

METHODS 
Basically, I treateded the data from the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH). I examined the changes in number of shops and restaurants in the 
mentioned period and how the number of inhabitants per shop or per 
restaurant transformed. The results then were compared with the data of the 
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other 17 towns of Békés county, and finally, I assigned them a certain 
county grade. 
 

EXAMINATION AND RESULTS 
During the examined 17 years the number of shops grew to its 4,7-

fold, while it is almost tripled (2,7) in case of restaurants in Mezőhegyes. 
The improvement is shown by the fact that in 2006 almost six times less 
inhabitants can be linked to one shop, and three times less to one restaurant 
than in 1990. (Table 1) 

However, the data should be treated carefully, because since 1991 
the basic unit of the observation has been the business, independently from 
the form of proprietorship. Also, before 1997 the legal regulation ordained 
only duty of registration of opening a shop or a restaurant, the correct data 
were based on this duty, which finally resulted in bigger number of 
businesses than the actual number – caused by the lack of registration of 
closed down businesses.  

Table 1 
Changes in number of shops and restaurants in Mezőhegyes 

Year 
Number of 

shops 
Number of 

people per shop 
Number of 
restaurants 

Number of people 
per restaurant 

1990 19 369 14 501 

1991 69 100 23 301 

1992 72 96 23 299 

1993 75 90 27 251 

1994 81 83 27 250 

1995 91 73 30 222 

1996 95 70 33 201 

1997 82 80 34 193 

1998 89 73 36 180 

1999 92 70 34 190 

2000 91 71 32 201 

2001 95 67 35 182 

2002 96 65 39 161 

2003 97 64 41 151 

2004 90 67 38 158 

2005 90 65 38 153 

2006 90 64 38 151 
Source: KSH data 
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I compared the network of retail trade in Mezőhegyes with the one 
of other towns in Békés county according to the number of inhabitants per a 
network unit (Table 2). 
  The number of inhabitants per shop in the average of towns in Békés 
county was 77 in 1997, and 58 in 2006. This figure is higher in Mezőhegyes 
in both examined periods, so regarding the number of shops the state of 
supply is worse but it still precedes several towns. 
Considering the number of inhabitants per shop the towns of the county 
underwent a significant transformation in the period 1997-2006. This value 
decreased the most in Vésztő and Sarkad. In this regard Mezőhegyes is in 
the middle position, takes the tenth place together with Békés, preceding 
Füzesgyarmat, Battonya, Tótkomlós, Békéscsaba, Gyomaendrőd, 
Dévaványa and Mezőberény where this value did not decrease but increased 
with 5 (Table 2, Figure 1). 
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Figure 1  Changes in the number of inhabitants per shop in the towns of Békés 
county (1997-2007) 
Source: KSH 

Regarding the network of restaurants the index of Mezőhegyes was 
in a better situation than the average. On the basis of the number of 
inhabitants per restaurant Mezőhegyes was preceded only by Battonya, 
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Füzesgyarmat and Mezőkovácsháza in 1997. However, in 2006 it came 
down to take the eighth place after Tótkomlós, Orosháza, Békéscsaba, 
Battonya, Mezőkovácsháza, Szarvas and Gyula. From the point of changes 
within the examined period the number of inhabitants per restaurant 
decreased with 65 persons in the county average, while only with 42 
persons in Mezőhegyes. All in all, it falls behind the county average, and 
what is more almost every town precedes it, only Mezőkovácsháza and 
Füzesgyarmat have worse results (Figure 2). 
The population's purchase habits changed that due the appeared for new 
commercial units and their marketing politics. The legatee, but in the 
everyday life in case of important basis foods - for example the milk - it is 
helped with a considerable communicational campaign the shopping the 
selection of his place. (GÁL J. 2007) 
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Figure 2 Changes in the number of inhabitants per restaurant in the towns of Békés 
county (1997, 2006, 2007) 

Source: KSH 
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I have to add that the change in the number of population have a 
great influence on the above mentioned facts which means that not 
necessarily the number of shops of restaurants has increased or decreased 
significantly, it is also possible that the population lessened or expanded – 
and so we got a sometimes better, sometimes worse value with the applied 
index. 
 

Table 2 
Retail indexes of the towns in Békés county 

Number of inhabitants per shop (person) Number of inhabitants per restaurants (person) 

Name 1997 2006 2007 

Difference  
1997 –  
2006 

Difference  
1997 – 
 2007 1997 2006 2007 

Difference  
1997 –  
2006 

Difference 
 1997 –  

2007 

Battonya 80 66 67 -14 -13 188 135 136 -52 -52 

Békés 102 86 89 -16 -13 269 217 215 -52 -54 

Békéscsaba 63 54 53 -9 -10 214 139 142 -75 -72 

Csorvás 89 72 70 -17 -19 267 213 227 -54 -41 

Dévaványa 103 98 91 -4 -12 380 242 243 -139 -137 

Elek 91 58 59 -34 -33 210 161 167 -49 -43 

Füzesgyarmat 86 72 79 -15 -8 180 195 211 15 32 

Gyomaendrőd 76 69 70 -6 -5 217 152 147 -65 -71 

Gyula 81 46 47 -35 -33 206 119 125 -87 -81 

Mezőberény 86 92 88 5 2 309 253 245 -56 -64 

Mezőhegyes 80 64 68 -16 -12 193 151 147 -42 -46 

Mezőkovácsháza 57 40 41 -17 -16 145 132 122 -13 -23 

Orosháza 75 51 53 -25 -22 195 145 148 -50 -47 

Sarkad 103 59 63 -43 -40 222 155 154 -68 -68 

Szarvas 83 56 59 -27 -24 206 131 132 -75 -73 

Szeghalom 70 48 50 -22 -20 215 167 163 -48 -52 

Tótkomlós 73 60 66 -13 -7 208 151 143 -57 -65 

Vésztő 115 60 60 -56 -55 224 167 169 -57 -55 
Towns 
altogether 77 58 59 -19 -18 216 156 152 -65 -64 

Medgyesegyháza 88 72 76 -15 -11 156 156 150 0 -6 

Source: KSH  
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CONCLUSIONS 
 

In Mezőhegyes there is not a central commercial district, a shopping 
centre, the present scattered network of shops makes orientation difficult for 
strangers, hinders tourism and consumption of the transit traffic. Inhabitants 
of the nearby farms can often reach easier the surrounding settlements for 
shopping: thus Mezőkovácsháza, Tótkomlós (market). Only a part of the 
inhabitants of Mezőhegyes does the shopping locally. Moreover, the number 
of those who are able to buy is very low in Mezőhegyes, since the majority 
of the inhabitants has a very modest income. 
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