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Dividing a territory in regions is not always homogeneous, a state may 
have many forms regional division, in terms of the problems and the 
particularities of the respective state, and also a state may meet 
succeeding many forms of regional division ( the case of France).   At the 
present, the regional division of states is considered an element of the 
integration by establishing a ratio community-region that has the purpose 

of preventing and correction of some regional imbalances.   
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 Regions that are part of states are very important if they are seen 
through the stages that the member states and the states that wish to adhere 
to EU have to pass. On another side, an equal treatment from the financial 
point of view that EU ensures state members and their regions, and on 
another side the possibility of an efficient collaboration among state regions 
is created. The regions will participate active to build a unite Europe and 
claim a well-defined place in the institutional structures and the decisional 
processes. 

 After the Maastricht Treaty1 was signed, regions have become, 
rightfully, one of the pillars for European integration. Presently, Europe is 
made of a true mosaic of regions. They represent the result of socio-
economic and cultural diversity of society. 

From this perspective, it is certain that Europe won’t exist unless this 
diversity is respected. The regionalism problem must not be seen as a re-
entry of some territorial forms existing in the past, based on nationalist 
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principals. The state and the region from inside the sate interacts, and the 
socio-political principle, written in the Maastricht Treaty, serves as the base 
for the powers and capacities inside each state. 

The regions’ roles in the outlook for Europe’s edification are: 
- preservation, observance and improvement of traditions, culture and 
history of regional collectivities; 
-  assurance of economic prosperity for each zone; 
- it offers the possibility of an effective and direct participation of citizens to 
the management of businesses of the administrative-territorial unit in which 
they live; 
- by improving the regional autonomy, the democracy is consolidated and 
the power is decentralized; 
- it ensures a balanced and harmonious development of all administrative-
territorial units; 
- it establishes an adequate power level for application in practice of the 
socio-political principle; 
- it ensures the premises for an inter-regional cooperation between different 
states, that is an important contribution for building the future Europe. 
 

1. THE ATTRIBUTIONS ASSIGNED TO THE REGIONS 
 

According to the regional autonomy principle, regions, by public 
administration authorities organized to their level, have the right and the 
actual capacity to resolve and to manage, on their behalf and  under their 
responsibility, a grate part of public affairs, for the regional collectivities’ 
interest they represent. 

 The regional autonomy is administrative, and it exerts itself only in 
a constitutional and legal frame from each state. 

Thus, the regional autonomy based on other criteria, as ethnic, racial, 
denominational, political, is excluded. The regional autonomy must not 
affect the state’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. Also, if it’s not about a 
federal state, the regional autonomy must not affect the state’s unitary 
character. 

The regional public authorities’ attributions, in most European 
states, refers to: 
a) enactment of own budget for the region; 
b) organizing and managing public services of regional interest; 
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c) enactment of some programs and prognoses for the region’s economic 
and social development; 

d) administration of region’s heritage; 
e) imposition of regional rates and taxes; 
f) protection of environment, soil, fauna and flora, parks and natural 
reservation on the region’s territory; 
g) administration of road network and transports of regional interest; 
h) attributions, especially assigned to them by the state. 
 EU is interested in disparities’ reduction and economic and social 
harmonization of Europe’s regions. To this effect, EU disposes of 
structural funds, cohesion fund, and also a fund for grants’ endowment 
for certain small projects, especially in fields as protection of environment, 
transport and diversification of energetic resources. 
  
 

2. REGIONS AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE MAIN 
STATE MEMBERS OF EUROPEAN UNION 

 
FRANCE: Region is the expression of departments’ concentration 

that is making it up and not a superior unit of them, that exert its tutelage 
on them. 

 Regions were created to deal with certain problems that interest 
many departments. There are 18 continental regions, plus some territories 
over seas, each representing a region. 
 Regional agencies study and make some motions regarding regions’ 
economic development, objectives’ lay-out for investments, enactment of 
some steps regarding development and modernization of communication 
ways and public services, etc. Regions’ attributions and tasks may differ 
from one region to another, in terms of departments' necessities that created 
them. 
 The region, and also the department has its own budget, and also 
own financial means, derived from the rates and taxes that it collects. By 
regions’ creation, the contribution’s increase to the economic-social 
development of the local collectivities was followed up. In spite of all these, 
economic crisis had repercussions upon regions, being a brake in the way of 
fulfilling the tasks and objectives for which they were created. 
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 GREAT BRITAIN: The largest administrative-territorial unit in 
Great Britain is the shire, this one having the character of a region. Shire 
deals with the prognosis some services of public interest, health care, 
education structure, building and management of roads, drinking water 
supply, etc. 
 For attributions’ fulfillment, shire receives grants from the state 
budget. The government exerts a control on the way how these received 
grants are used by the shire’s agencies. Economic and financial-banking 
public services are managed by the public corporations. Thus, shires’ 
attributes in the economic field are very limited. 

GERMANY: It is a typical federal state, made of 19 lands (states). 
Each land has its own constitution and legislation; in the same way, lands 
have the obligation to keep the constitution and federal laws. 
 Thus, regional autonomy is more conspicuous in Germany than in 
the other state members in European Union. Lands have the right to solve 
freely all their economic, social, cultural problems, without breaking the 
constitution and federal laws. They have their own budgets and lay down 
rules in each land regarding rates and taxes, in other words, they have a 
whole financial autonomy. Thence, each land contributes to its own 
development and prosperity. Besides, lands have an organizational 
autonomy, including upon local administration. 
 SPAIN: This country is part of the group characterized by the 
supremacy of regional autonomy, as Italy. By referendum in 6th of 
December 1978, the right of regions’ autonomy was recognized. Until the 
present, three regions benefit of this right: Catalonia and Basques Country 
since December 1979 and Andalusia, January 1982. Spanish regions are at 
the maximum limit of decentralization. Regions’ decentralization is less 
interested in the ways of administrative organization, and it is more 
interested in the financial aspects. In Spain, there are 15 continental regions 
and 2 insular regions, plus independent territories – Spanish possessions in 
North Africa. Each of these 17 regions has from 1 to 8 provinces.  

One of the consequences of regions’ autonomy and decentralization 
is the fact that besides the official language, that is Spanish, regional 
languages are admitted, Basque and Catalan languages. Whatsoever it is 
about unitary or federal states, state regions of European countries have an 
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important role in edification of united Europe, in homogeneous and 
balanced development of all the regions that make it up. 
 Europe’s regions have the possibility to collaborate and cooperate 
among them to obtain mutual advantages and to participate to national, trans 
border and international collaborations and cooperations. 
 From this point of view, European Union admits the regions from 
state members as active participants to its politics. Thus, regions have 
representatives in European Union’s institutions, the best example being 
Committee of the Regions from CPLRE, in Strasbourg. 
 Regions protect their own interests and inside European Union, as 
they do it inside the states to which they belong. States, on their turn, must 
take into account the regions’ will and interests. Regions must implement 
community’s legislation, and the decisions taken by the regions must be in 
accordance with this legislation. 
 Consolidation of inter-regional cooperation will contribute to the 
success of edification of united Europe. This cooperation has, firstly, an 
economic connotation, but it also manifest on a social, cultural level. Future 
Europe is wanted to be not only a union of homogeneous states, but also a 
mosaic of regions homogeneous developed, balanced and prosperous. 

By the way, and rate, in which its regions develop, the success of 
edification of future Europe depends on. 
 

 
3. REGIONS AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN USA 

 
USA is a nation of regions, they are different in shape and size. 

Some of them are large and even very large, as ones in the basin of 
important rivers, forming so-called belts: corn belt, sun belt, cold belt or 
northern megalopolises. Others are small, as the 300 metropolitan regions or 
numerous rural regions established and sustained by Federal Government. 
Others spread on  smaller or larger areas, made of two or even more states 
(ex. Appalachian Regional Comission, Tennessee Valley Authority etc.), 
while others spread on different areas, in size, in the same state. 

Even among small regions, there are three dozens of interstate 
metropolitan regions. 
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 In most cases, regions don’t function under the jurisdiction of only 
one local authority, but under many. It is obvious that each region has its 
own problems and opportunities that local administrations, together with 
citizens, have to solve them. The most common ways by which these 
regions faced different problems were Regional Planning Councils. These 
are nongovernmental, with an advisory character, that have the role to study 
the specific problems with which the respective region deals with and to 
recommend solutions to the federal, state or local agencies. 

Some of the most significant, examples of regional agencies are: 
- Tennessee Valley Authority; 
- Susquehanna and Delaware River Basin Commissions; 
- Metropolitan Service District in Portland (Oregon); 
- Twin Cities Metropolitan Council in Minnesota; 
- Metropolitan Transportation Commission in San Francisco (Oakland); 
- Appalachian Regional Commission; 
- Bluegrass Area (Development district) - Kentucky. 

They are admitted as representative models, without being necessary 
to multiply them anywhere else. 
 The history of these regions of development is old, since the 
beginning of the last century, when a large audience for regional solutions 
was created. 
 Between 1920-1960, in USA a large interest for experimenting 
regional planning councils or state planning councils existed. Between 
1960-1970, America was almost entirely covered by economic development 
committees, and also by metropolitan or non-metropolitan regional councils 
dominated by local administrations’ representatives. 

 By the end of '70, 99% from America’s areas participated to a 
regional council. This explosion of regional councils and regions of 
development took place with the firm and, obviously, financial support from 
Federal Government, in some federal programs, with implications on a state 
and local administrations. 
 Obviously, collaboration between regional councils and Federal 
Government was accomplished with 39 federal programs conceived to 
stimulate regional development. 
 The 1977’s census recorded the existence of 675 regional councils 
and 1275 regional and specialized organizations. On an average, in the last-
mentioned period, regional councils benefited from a financial support of 



LUCRĂRI ŞTIINŢIFICE, SERIA I, VOL. XI (1) 

3,73 multi-purpose federal programs, and of a special federal program. By 
the beginning of 1980, period considered to be the golden age of regional 
programs in America, federal governments strongly sustained the idea that 
„regional planning” can solve many of the urban or rural problems, of 
economic development, of environment, etc. 

In this period, federal budget pumped billions of dollars into the 
budget of regional planning organizations, many times covering 75% from 
the projects’ value. In the '80, the arrival of president Reagan to the White 
House inflicted major changes in federal economic policy, that reacted to 
regional programs, from those 39 federal programs remaining only one (the 
program regarding metropolitan transport). The only programs that survived 
were those that were financed by federal laws. 

By the end of '80, 80% from regional councils continued to exist, but 
their situation changed dramatically, being restructured in forms of some 
organizations that mainly ensured regional services, mixed services, 
informations, etc., without involving in major regional problems as: 
infrastructure, environment, economic and social disparities. On the other 
hand, even though federal support decreased considerably, states’ support 
for different regional projects was kept, although is different from one state 
to another. 
 Presently, there are no clues that regions of development and 
regional councils are going to come-back to what they were before 1980. 
More, there are proposals to renounce even to those regional programs that 
worked successfully so much time, as Appalachian Regional Commission. 
The only major sanction for this is the proposal given in the USA Congress 
to reintegrate the Department for Economic Development into Department 
of Commerce, for supporting eight regional comittees, Departamentul 
Comerţului, în scopul susţinerii a opt comisii regionale, having the model of 
the Appalachian Regional Commission. It is not certain that this is going to 
be accepted. 
 Beyond all these evolutions, one thing is certain, namely, the 
problems of regional development exist, and they will continue to exist, 
requiring solutions. 
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