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Sustainable development represent the foundation on which a viable 
society is built, which can meet its needs without jeopardizing the 
prospects of the future generations. A new concept which will support 
lasting development appears here and it is the intergenerations equity. 
For Romania, a solution that can be applied is implementing a durable 
tourism in the rural areas. By developing rural tourism we can attract 
both number of Romania or foreign tourists in these picturesque areas in 
our country and the necessary resources for developing these areas. 
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Sustainable development is a concept that has been used in the new 

theories of the economic development, being a relatively new branch of the 
general economic theory.  

Works on sustainable development have appeared worldwide, 
because at level the consequences of the development of mankind have been 
more eloquent. This desideratum does not mean that some countries have 
not created elements which are the present support for the future of the 
sustainable development.  

We can state that the purpose of development, from any point of 
view, is represented by the human development, in other words, by the 
development concerning man’s well being, man both nowadays and in the 
future. This type of development that encourages progress, not only on short 
term but also on long term, and it targets a reconciliation between economy 
and environment.(2) 

Using the term durable development in the economic vocabulary 
was imposed and proved a necessity to make up a response, or, better said a 
measure against economic and environmental crises the world has faced so 
far and still faces. 
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Durable development should become a key element in establishing 
the economic and social polities of each state. Nevertheless we should take 
into consideration the national specific elements when establishing and 
configuring the durable development polities. By national specific element 
we understand the indices referring to: population; production; 
consumption; specific features of the environment etc.   

Obviously, long sustainable development means the development of 
present generation without diminishing the development possibilities for the 
next ones, even if all these generations live in the same teritory, having 
certain resources. There are two categories of people in this situation: 

• those being able to take advantage on the generosity of the nature; 
• those living in places in which the nature generosity has been replaced 

by stinginess. 
Durable development has in view the equality of chances of the 

future generations, that is meeting the current needs without menacing the 
possibility of the future generations of meeting their own needs. When 
establishing this idea, we start from the premise that the basis a generation 
inherits is used to build the future. For this reason it is our duty to offer our 
children at least the same chances as the ones we inherited.(2) 

An indispensable element for the development is represented by 
“being well-informed”.(3) People should be aware of the threats which 
menace the world but before some catastrophes take place. Another element 
is the environment, which seen from the point of view of the lasting 
development shows that it supports progress just to the extent in which it 
does not lead to the degradation of the conditions necessary to people in 
order to have a normal, prosperous life. 

We talk about durable development but we often do not take into 
account the gap between the rich and the poor. The division of the world 
into these two categories is not a recent one, but the aspect that draws our 
attention is the fact that the disparities between the two world deepen more 
and more instead of attenuating. 

For the developed countries, there are many possibilities to settle 
problems related to pollution and the quality of life. On the other hand, in 
the less developed countries it is not about the issue of life quality, but just 
of surviving and thus, long lasting development is not a very important and 
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significant aspect to be considered in the strategies and polities of these 
countries. 

Durable development being defined as human development is 
influenced by the population factor. Population has the tendency of growing 
faster than the possibilities of meeting its needs. An important issue is 
establishing the number of people who can survive on our planet.(5) 

The issue of population is a recent one, because: 
• the rate of population growth is not always correlated with the rate of 

economic growth; 
• the density of population is not correlated with the structure, the fertility 

and the efficiency of earth; 
• the demographic explosion usually happens in the poor areas of the 

world; 
• in the areas where a demographic explosion has takes place a massive 

urbanization occurs to the detriment of the environment and of the 
agricultural areas; 

• the growth of population happens with big discrepancies between 
different areas, countries, continents. 

A specific characteristic of the economic growth, of the massive 
industrialization, was the population’s massive exode from villages to cities, 
an exode determined by: the acceleration of the industrialization, with all its 
advantages: jobs, cheap, abundand and high-quality services; the 
disfavouring of rural areas concerning the public and private investments, 
but also from a social and cultural point of view. 

We foresee a growth of the population in the next 50 years 
(approximately 10 billion people in 2050 world wide) and thus it is 
inconceivable for a future development not to have durable development at 
the care of its concerns. Nevertheless, this development will not be able to 
support a rate of growth if the environment keeps degrading and it is thus 
necessary to pay more attention to the environment.  

Our county will have to start paying more attention to the 
environment because it has centers of industrial pollution which contribute 
significantly to degrating the environment, and also to deforestations, and 
economic pollution structures, and to the attitude of indifference towards the 
environment. 
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Problems related to environment facing our country are due to the 
fact that during the comunist system there have been developed the 
industries intensively using energy, not being considered the natural 
environment. We should understand that the relation between industry and 
environment is very important in stating the strategies related to lasting 
development. The relation between these refers first of all to their 
consistency and non-consistency. 

During the worldwide summit on durable development, at 
Johannesburg, South Africa, in 2002, a definite way to achieve the 
objectives of durable development was to eradicate the poverty in the rural 
areas by building up some modern infrastructures, providing access to 
credit, to markets, favouring agriculture specific to the respective area, 
distributing techniques and knowledge about agriculture etc. 

The major threats of long sustainable development refers to: weather 
changes that may produce extreme phenomena; serious threats to people 
health; poverty and social exclusion; the population growing old; crowding 
the transport networks.(1) 

Tourism by its specific is related to environment more than the other 
industries and thus a special attention should be granted to the tourism 
developing measures. This determines the idea of sustainable tourism that 
should be understood and used from now on. 

Tourism has an important role in long sustainable development due 
to the fact that it is about an industry influencing long sustainable 
development due to resources, nature gift and cultural inheritance of each 
company. 

Rural tourism, including “agrotourism”, has developed more 
seriously in our country only after 1990 and has know a better organization 
on the internal and external market. This trend towards rural tourism 
includes two reasons: relaunching and developing the rural areas; this type 
of tourism as an alternative to the traditional tourism. 

Not any village can become a touristic village. It has to be situated in 
an attractive area, the access to it must be easy, it needs to have a general 
infrastructure, to keep some customs and traditions and ethnographical 
values, to provide touristic resources and households with a certain level of 
comfort. 

It is to our advantage that the Romanian touristic village is not a 
serial touristic product and that is has managed to keep its originality, its 
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novelty, but, nevertheless, in order to arrange and equip the rural areas we 
need to invest large amounts of money to modernize and develop the 
infrastructure, to implement certain technological and public utility 
endowments, sanitary endowments etc. 

Durable tourism aims to meet the tourists’ needs and to protect the 
environment in order for the future generations to benefit from there are 
areas which depend on the revenues from tourism. Its economic role takes 
into consideration creating new jobs, obtaining revenues for the population 
and for the budget, stimulating the less developed areas. 

If we wish to ensure a sustainable development of the rural tourism, 
we must take into consideration the following activities: the development of 
the rural communities both from a social and a cultural point of view; the 
preservation and the reasonable use of both the natural resources and of the 
environment.(4) 

 A durable and favourable tourism stimulates financially and protects 
its resources: natural, archaeological and geographical sites, the art and 
culture, the craftsmanship and the traditional customs, all the elements that 
motivate the tourism’ coming to the respective area.(6) Nevertheless we 
have to take into account the drawbacks of rural tourism. Too many tourists, 
abandoned materials, can endanger the small rural areas, and the desire to 
cover the demand of accommodation or of products must not be done 
through destorting and damaging the local culture. Developing tourism 
without a plan or a well-organized strategy can endanger the rural landscape 
and the natural ecosystems. 

Developing tourism in the rural areas can also solve, besides 
achieving its main objective (meeting the touristic motivation ) the 
economic problems of respective areas: reducing the number of population, 
caused by the rural population’s migration towards the urban centers; 
creating the necessary conditions for other activities in the rural areas; 
stimulating investments in these areas. 

In order to be able to determine people to more to villages, we 
should provide the necessary conditions for practising certain rural activities 
in villages, improving the life conditions, protecting and preserving the 
environment.  

A balance development of the rural space can represent a long-term 
improvement of the existing conditions of a country, but without 
compromising or affecting the interests of the future generations. 
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The period of time that mankind has covered up to the present is 
specific to a nonviable international economy because it has unlimited 
growth phenomena at its basis. 
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