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THE NEED OF A DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY FOR THE 
ROMANIAN ECONOMY 

 

NECESITATEA EXISTENŢEI UNEI STRATEGII DE 
DEZVOLTARE PENTRU ECONOMIA ROMÂNIEI 

 

MIHAELA  IONECI ∗ 
 

The economic development should be based on the existing resources and 
should aim to increase the welfare of the population. An ever increasing 
satisfaction of the needs of population should be aimed, at the same time 
with a rational use of the resources. The modern circumstances of life 
require that the human being should be placed in the middle of any 
strategy, because the modern economic process cannot be separated from 
the social life. 
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Romania cannot develop its economy autarchically. In the modern 

period the international interdependences became essential factors in the 
social and economic development of every country. However it is 
universally recognized the fact that every country has its particular 
resources and economic conditions and that the social climate- a favorable 
one or, on the contrary, one full of torments- is fundamental in this sense. 

We aim in the present work to present the connection between the 
quantitative and qualitative factors of the economic and social development 
and the long term development strategy applied in Romania. It is obvious 
that in this regard we have to analyze a series of specific factors of 
economic growth. “The present development rate, as well as the necessity to 
evaluate the level of development achieved by every country, imposes the 
finding of some concrete and objective possibilities to estimate and form a 
hierarchy of the respective levels of development”.(1) 

The prosperity of a society is close related with the economic 
freedom, that is the reason why the majority of the countries with a free 
market economy have at the same time a high level of welfare. The 
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economic freedom is one of the basic elements of the economic 
development.  

In the following table it is presented a hierarchy of some countries 
according to the index of economic freedom.  This is calculated in function 
of 10 factors: freedom of business, freedom of trade, freedom of 
investments, freedom of the work market, politic of taxation, monetary 
politic, financial politic, property rights, a reduced intervention of the state 
in economy, minimum corruption(100 points are assigned for total freedom 
and 0 points for total repression). The final score for a country is obtained 
by calculating the arithmetical means of the 10 above factors. In 2008 
Romania recorded 63.2 points from a maximum of 100. 

 

Country Rank in the 
world 

Rank in 
Europe 

Economic 
freedom 

Ireland  4 1 82,2 

Germany 25 13 70,5 

Spain 29 16 70,1 

Portugal 53 25 64,9 

Bulgaria  56 26 64,6 

France 64 28 63,3 

Romania 65 29 63,2 

Italy 76 32 61,4 

Moldova 12o 39 54,9 

Distribution of the global economic freedom  (2008) (5) 

Table nr. 1 

 
Romania is placed on the 65 rank in the world and 29 in Europe. 

Bulgaria is considered by the above study a country with more economic 
freedom(56 rank in the world and 26 in Europe).  

The economic freedom generates on long term better conditions of 
life. In the above table one can observe that there are developed countries 
with a diminished economic freedom. That could be an indication for a 
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lower economic growth in these countries in the following years. 
Corroborated with the increased economic freedom in some developing 
countries, this situation could lead to a decrease of the economic 
discrepancies between countries. 

The economic development is built in principal starting from the 
available resources and has as final object a higher standard of life for the 
population through a better satisfaction of the needs of the people. The 
problem consists in the relation between effort and effect, between limited 
resources and unlimited needs. The solution is the maximization of the 
satisfaction of the needs through a rational and efficient use of the resources. 
The future course of the Romanian economy has to be built on a strategy 
that has in its core this relation. 

The countries with a developed market economy have implemented 
concrete programs and strategies of development (for example: New-deal in 
USA during the administration of president Roosevelt, some states from 
USA in the present period) and socio-economical national development 
programs extended on a period of 3-6 years in Japan, France, Nederland, 
South Korea .(2) 

From the above examples can be seen that the planning occupies a 
central place in all developed countries and especially in those with 
democracy and free market. The reserve of the Romanians after 1989 as 
regards planning is a result of the former communist regime, but it 
disappeared in the last period, because the time proved the necessity to 
establish medium and long term developing directions for the economy. 

The politics adopted by every state start from the conditions of a 
viable socio-economical program, a national plan that gather the major 
forces of a country in a large collaboration that should give the economy 
efficiency and efficacy. Important in this sense is the human being as a 
member of the whole society and not only a member of some particular 
small groups. The striving to meet the personal needs do not have to come 
in contradiction with the satisfaction of the general needs of population. In 
other words, the solution for the satisfaction of the general needs will 
always lead to meet the individual needs. An American principle says: 
“There are no eternal friends, but eternal interests that dictate the alliances”.  

Any economic strategy should pay attention to the social and 
environment indicators too. In the modern conditions the human being 
needs to be situated in the central place of any economic and social 
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program. Any coherent politic and strategy of development should pay 
special attention to man and nature. 

The reaching of the proposed objectives presupposes a prior realistic 
identification of these objectives and the disposition of the instruments for 
the implementation of the strategy. A successful strategy is characterized as 
a rule by the following aspects: 
Ø priorities definitely established 
Ø long term horizon  
Ø attract the collaboration of the citizens and of the civil society 
Ø pays attention to national problems 
Ø stimulates the collaboration between different spheres of activity 

Romania should find its own way model of social transformation, 
define its long term strategic objectives starting from the present realities. 
The strategy for sustainable development needs a long and medium term 
approach, as long as until 2004 Romania elaborated and implemented 
preponderantly short and medium term strategies. The short and medium 
term strategies as well as the long term ones have both advantages and 
disadvantages, but essential in the present period for Romania is an 
extrapolation of the results on longer intervals of time.  
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