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The rural area is both a production area and a dwelling environment, a 
social and cultural area bearing significant implications on a nation’s 
living. In Romanian agriculture most agricultural units are rural 
households mainly providing own consumption. 
A specific feature of global agriculture is the wide spreading of the family 
exploitations system and their association in various forms of cooperation 
for activities such as supply, sales and, to a smaller extent, production. 
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 Agricultural exploitations are the main component of European 
agricultural structures, playing a double part within the rural landscape, that 
of production units and residences for the farmer’s family. The rural area is 
both a production area and a dwelling environment, a social and cultural 
area bearing significant implications on a nation’s living. 
 Households and family agricultural exploitations provide an agro-
food production space, a dwelling space for the family and very often a high 
quality tourist destination, contributing to ecologic preservation and adding 
to the beauty of the rural landscape. 
 An agricultural unit may provide own consumption or may produce 
for the market according to the complexity of its activities and their final 
aim. 
 There are family (individual) agricultural exploitations or 
associations. In Romanian agriculture most agricultural units are rural 
households mainly providing own consumption. Some households have 
gradually become and others are on their way of becoming agricultural 
exploitations producing mainly for commercial purposes. 
 The most frequent type of agricultural exploitation is the family one. 
Family provides the largest part of the required labor force. In this case 
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there’s only one treasury, therefore confusion arises in terms of family and 
exploitation patrimony. 
 The largest part of the active population in agriculture works in 
family exploitations. Thus, the relaunching of agriculture, its development 
and financial-economic results will considerably depend on the activity of 
these units, on their capacity to meet the demands of the market, an 
important part being played by their size and the amount of their financial 
means [3]. 
 Producers engage in different activities within these exploitations, 
like growing plants or breeding animals, as well as other activities for which 
they receive financial support. 
 Another characteristic of family exploitations is their possibility to 
operate freely on the market. Thus, they can come in or out of the market on 
their own accord. Their managers decide on what will be produced, the 
quantity and destination of the products. They decide as well on the timing 
of coming out on the market, usually according to the circumstantial prices 
in other sales areas. As for the information on supply and demand, it is 
extremely reduced and often distorted, based on empirical suppositions. 
 Even though family exploitations hold significant shares in the total 
of some resources, the amount of each is usually reduced quantitatively 
because they are very numerous [2]. 
 The rational management of resources is one way of ensuring their 
contribution to production and to achieving appropriate financial results. 
 Individual producers trade their products on traditional markets, 
uncertain in terms of obtaining expected income. For some of them the 
market is only a place to sell their products, in small quantities, to potential 
buyers, in specific competition conditions to that market [1]. 
 Their large majority is characterized by low economic power and an 
orientation towards consuming from their own production, having a rather 
semi-subsistence nature. Their opening to the market is relatively low when 
it comes to purchasing production means, as well as selling certain amounts 
of different products. All of these are the result of the low level of 
capitalization of family exploitations. 
 These exploitations should focus on obtaining ecological products, 
which requires guidance measures, complying with ecologic demands, as 
well as actions aiming at orienting consumers towards such products which 
are more expensive. 
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 A common phenomenon is the large share held by the elderly (in our 
agriculture the managers of exploitations over 65 hold 40.2% of the total 
number). This phenomenon is also present in developed countries. This 
explains the lack of interest for strengthening and modernizing the 
exploitations they manage, for diversifying activities or encouraging an 
entrepreneurial spirit, which involves certain risks that, once produced, 
might have negative effects on the families. 
 In this case the managerial training of exploitation managers is very 
important. The management of an agricultural exploitation (farm) is 
considered to be "the process of distributing limited resources in view of 
maximizing the family’s needed income" [6]. 
 Managerial training is necessary and complex and the lack of it 
might have undesired consequences for the management of an exploitation. 
 Out of all the small-sized farms in Romania, over two thirds are 
subsistence agricultural exploitations, which is up to three times more than 
in other countries of the region, even though the number of small-sized 
farms has dropped in the latest years according to the National Institute of 
Statistics. 
 A specific feature of global agriculture is the wide spreading of the 
family exploitations system and their association in various forms of 
cooperation for activities such as supply, sales and, to a smaller extent, 
production. 
 Agricultural associations and agricultural companies are private 
businesses, and their members are owners of the land and even of some 
technical means of production. They form associations for economic 
purposes in view of a better management of their capital and labor force, or 
to support the interests of agricultural producers on the market and in their 
relations with the state [4]. 
 There are various types of agricultural units, not only by their 
juridical status, but by their size as well. Even among companies sometimes 
there are differences in terms of their size. There are also differences when it 
comes to the territorial distribution of agricultural units and that’s where 
differences come from in terms of their profile, specialization and 
organizational subdivisions. 
 These agricultural units are also different in what concerns their 
technical equipment or their behavior to the surrounding environment. 
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 The lands of exploitations can be owned, leased or rented. For the 
last two cases, ownership is separated from the exploitation. The three forms 
of exploitation can also be used simultaneously. The size of an agricultural 
exploitation increases by leasing and renting land and consequently so does 
the possibility of rendering viable its economic performance [5]. 
 Agricultural associations and agricultural companies are private 
businesses, and their members are owners of the land and even of some 
technical means of production. They form associations for economic 
purposes in view of a better management of their capital and labor force, or 
to support the interests of agricultural producers on the market and in their 
relations with the state. 
 In the future, orientation towards a certain production structure will 
not be enough in order to organize the activity of an agricultural 
exploitation. The selection of branches should be accompanied by 
dimensioning each of them and establishing their interrelated proportions. 
This must furthermore materialize in specializing and diversifying 
agricultural production. 
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