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Agriculture is a basic component of the economic, political and social 
strategy of any country, due to its contribution to welfare and social 
stability. 
Agriculture plays an important part in the structure of national economy 
both by contributing to the Gross Domestic Product and as a direct 
source of jobs. 
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 Agriculture holds an important position in our country’s economy 
and politics. It is an important strategic sector within national economy. 
At the same time, agriculture is a basic component of the economic, 
political and social strategy of any country, due to its contribution to welfare 
and social stability. 
 For our country, agriculture is one of the most important 
development resources. The most important goals and priorities aim at 
increasing agricultural production and productivity in order to create an 
open and competitive market. 
 The characteristics of agriculture determine the consideration of its 
functions in a national economy and they also determine its place according 
to its importance, reflected in a series of macro-economic indexes (e.g.: the 
share of agriculture in the GDP, the share of the employed agricultural 
population in the total of employed population, the share of agriculture in 
exports etc). [1]. 
 Sustainable agriculture is a system able to ensure a decent life to 
agricultural producers which must be at the same time capable of producing 
for future generations as well. Sustainable development aims at using local 
resources so as to create economic and social stability. 
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 Agriculture plays an important part in the structure of national 
economy both by contributing to the Gross Domestic Product and as a direct 
source of jobs. 
 Transition has brought fundamental changes in Romanian 
agriculture in what concerns the structure of property and the forms of 
organization of agricultural activities. Basically, an economic restructuring 
took place and changes occurred in the price establishing mechanism, in the 
way of approaching the various economic and social phenomena, especially 
as a consequence of privatization and the restitution of lands [2]. 
 The importance of agriculture in Romanian economy remained 
significant throughout the entire transition period. The share of agriculture 
in the GDP fluctuated in 1990-1996 between 18% and 21% and than 
gradually diminished, reaching values between 10.6%-13% in 1999-2003, 
following in fact the normal trend of modern economies, respectively of EU 
member countries [4]. 
 A critical influence on the present state of agriculture is the lack of 
strategy and a coherent legislation in the field [6]. 
 The land fund of Romania is 23.8 million hectares out of which 14.7 
million hectares of agricultural field, making Romania a large potential 
agricultural producer for Central and Eastern Europe. 
 The structure of the land fund on exploitation categories and types of 
property is shown in table 1. 
 

Tabel 1 
The evolution and structure of the agricultural real estate 

1990 2000 2005 2006  
Crt. 
No. 

Explanations 
thou-
sands 
ha 

% 
thou-
sands 
ha 

% 
thou-
sands 
ha 

% 
thou-
sands 
ha 

% 

Total land 
fund, out of 
which: 

23.839 100 23.839 100 23.839 100 23.839 100 

- private 
property 

2.319 9,7 15.745 66 14.087 59 14.034 58,9 
1. 

- public 
property 

21.520 90,3 8.094 34 9.752 41 9.805 41,1 

2. 
Agricultural 
area, out of 
which: 

14.759 61,9 14.857 62,3 14.741 61,8 14.731 61,8 
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1990 2000 2005 2006  
Crt. 
No. 

Explanations 
thou-
sands 
ha 

% 
thou-
sands 
ha 

% 
thou-
sands 
ha 

% 
thou-
sands 
ha 

% 

- private 
property 

1.876 12,7 14.218 95,7 14.087 95,6 14.034 95,3  

- public 
property 

12.883 87,3 639 4,3 654 4,4 697 4,7 

3. Forest area 6.252 26,2 6.223 26,1 6.233 26,1 6.272 26,3 

Source: I.N.S., Statistical Yearbook of Romania, 1991, 2001, 2006, 2007 
 
 In terms of land resources and their quality, Romania is among the 
top seven European countries. Thus, the area per capita in Romania is an 
average of 0.65 hectares of agricultural land, and ploughland is mostly of 
the I-III categories in an international system of soil classification in five 
quality classes. 
 In what concerns the structure of the agricultural area, it didn’t 
change significantly in 2006 compared to 1990. In 2006 the ploughland was 
64% of the total agricultural area, just like in 1990, the vineyard and orchard 
area was 3% of the total while in 1990 it was 4%, and the hay field and 
grass-land area was 33% of the total in 2006, compared to 1990 when it was 
32%. 
 Following an analysis of the evolution and structure of the land fund, 
our country may be considered an agricultural country of great potential, but 
at the same time, the way of exploiting it is very important. Moreover, 
agriculture is mostly oriented towards individual exploitation and less 
towards associative forms of exploitation. 
 As for the structure of agricultural exploitations, in 2005 it was the 
following: 
 - the total number of agricultural exploitations was 4.256.152; 
 - there were 3.318.329 exploitations having agricultural land and 
animal stock; 
 - there were 802.918 exploitations having only agricultural land; 
 - there were 134.905 exploitations having only animal stock. 
 The fact is worth mentioning that in Romania individual households 
hold the largest share of the agricultural land. At the same time, the size of 
agricultural exploitations can not be expressed only by the size or the 
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number of owned animals. The exploited area does not always reveal the 
proportions of the activity. 
 As for the present state of agricultural exploitations, the main 
reasons are outdated technologies, insufficient technical equipment, low 
productivity, low professional performance, a disastrous rural infrastructure, 
as well as a bureaucratic uncompetitive agricultural consultancy [5]. 
 We can state that the agricultural policies applied between 1990-
2005 did not produce technical and economic outcomes. Moreover, the 
support given to farmers was generally of a social protection nature. 
 The main reasons for the large disproportions between the economic 
productivity of Romanian and EU agriculture reside in agricultural units, 
labor force employment, technical equipment and applied technologies. 
 As for agricultural units, the process of their restructuring and 
upgrading has to be pursued and accelerated, considering their economic, 
ecological and social importance, in order to develop a competitive and 
sustainable agriculture [7]. 
 Developing Romania’s agricultural sector requires overcoming the 
present structural problems (the segmentation of agricultural land, the poor 
technical equipment) and increasing competitiveness for Romanian products 
on the internal market. 
 Agricultural structures are way behind in terms of technical and 
organizational upgrading. There are also significant productivity 
discrepancies, a numerous labor force and unstable markets. 
 The agricultural products produced in Romania and their 
diversification reveals the fact that our agriculture, by comparative 
advantages, is in fact competitive and not complementary to the EU. Thus, 
the farmers’ preoccupation should be oriented towards capitalizing these 
advantages in order to enter the communitarian agro-food market.  
 The rural development program focuses on three main challenges: 
transforming and upgrading the production and processing sectors in the 
agricultural and forestry field, preserving and improving the quality of the 
rural environment, and providing appropriate social and economic 
conditions for the rural population. 
 The organizational structure alternative that tends to be chosen by 
most individual agricultural households is the commercial agricultural 
exploitation. As production concentrates, specializes and modernizes, these 
structures will become agricultural units mainly producing for commercial 
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purposes, and will thus overcome their material and financial deficit, 
becoming viable family households, agricultural units producing both for 
own consumption and for trading. 
 The main objective of Romania’s rural development is the 
harmonious development of rural communities, together with the 
strengthening of the agricultural and forestry sectors, in compliance with the 
requirements of environmental protection. 
 The agricultural production structure in Romania needs to be 
improved by increasing the extent of agricultural intensification. The 
production structure needs to be reconsidered according to the types of 
exploitations and the demands on the market. The development of modern 
production structures within agricultural exploitations must take into 
account the consumption needs of the population [3]. 
 The development of production in agricultural exploitations 
approved by the law must be carried out according to the requirements of 
sustainable agriculture. Sustainable agriculture in our country needs to be 
perceived as a means of meeting the demand for healthy and high quality 
food. The development objectives of sustainable agriculture must work 
together with the general development of the rural area. Developing 
efficient agricultural structures and creating the appropriate framework for 
the competitiveness of the exploitation economy are priority objectives of 
the process of agricultural reform in Romania. 
 
 

REFERENCES 
1. ALBOIU CORNELIA FLORENTINA, 2006, Teză de doctorat -

Modelarea relaţiilor industrie-agricultură în perspectiva aderării 
României la Uniunea Europeană - Academia de Studii Economice, 
Bucureşti. 

2. COSTEA SIMONA CRISTINA, BUZILĂ NICOLETA, 6-8 iunie 
2007, Development of the agricultural exploitations in Romania and 
the integration, Research people and actual tasks on 
multidisciplinary sciences, Volume 4, ISBN 978-954-91147-3-7, 
Lozenec, Bulgaria. 

3. DOBRE IULIANA, 2003, Managementul structurii de producţie în 
exploataţiile agricole, Ed. ASE, Bucureşti. 



FACULTATEA DE MANAGEMENT AGRICOL 

4. IVAN, MIHAIL V., 2002, Sisteme financiare pentru sectorul 
agroalimentar, Ed.Academiei Române, Bucureşti. 

5. ZAHIU LETIŢIA, TONCEA V., LĂPUŞAN A., 2003, Structurile 
agrare şi viitorul politicilor agricole, Ed. Economică, Bucureşti. 

6. ***Patronatul Român, Aspecte ale evoluţiei agriculturii României în 
perioada de tranziţie. Strategia agricolă şi rurală în vederea aderării. 

7. ***Programul Naţional de Dezvoltare Rurală 2007-2013;  
8. www.consultanta-fonduri.ro.  

  
 


