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The papers are briefly presenting the measures recommended by the 
European Commission for achieving the durable development of the 
European rural communities in the 2007 – 2013 period and the actions 
for the integration of the environmental issues in the rural policies. 
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1. INTRODUCTION AND GENERAL ISSUES 
 
Although at present, local authorities are autonomic, their financial 

situation is not good enough in order to allow them to invest in major public 
works such as infrastructure [1]. The chaotic infrastructure development is 
threatening the rural environment. For instance, water supply networks have 
been developed without having developed the proper sewage systems, a 
situation that is leading to a severe pollution of the underground waters. A 
similar situation exists in the field of waste management. Also, a large 
number of agricultural areas are threatened by the soil erosion, mainly 
washouts of the surface layers in the Carpatians, Dinaric Alps, wind erosion 
in Moldova, Hungary and Moravia and salination in the Hungarian and 
Romanian plains [2]. Small scale agriculture became a possible threat for 
the environment due to the difficulty of irrigation installations maintenance, 
deforestation and inadequate cultivation of protected areas that have been 
returned to former owners as well as defective reforestations [3]. On the 
other side, according to statistical data given by EUROSTAT 2007 [4], the 
development of the rural areas in Center and Eastern Europe is lagged 
behind compared with Western and Northern Europe. While at the level of 
the whole EU 27, the agriculture contribution to the GDP was 2%, in the 
meridional and oriental regions of EU this contribution was 5.8% (regions 
of Poland, Bulgaria, Romania, Hungary, Italy, Portugal, France). Romania 
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and Bulgaria make no exception to the rule and this happens in all their 
regions. 
 
 

2. THE MAIN ENVIRONMENT ISSUES FACED BY THE 
ROMANIAN RURAL AREA 

 
Physical infrastructure is lagged behind: outdated communal roads 

(some 90%), no access roads or low level access roads (some 61%) to the 
county and national road network as well as to the railroad network [5]. The 
public utilities (water supply, sewage and water plants) is underdeveloped – 
57% of the communes are lacking it. The infrastructure for the selective 
waste collection and waste management is also lagging behind [6]. 
Approximately 50% of the communes have dilapidated agricultural soil. 
The woodland is continuously dilapidating due to uncontrolled 
deforestation, pollution and defective management. All the facts given 
above are highly affecting the development of the rural area and, in the 
future, they must be the most important topic of the Romanian policy. 

 
3. OBJECTIVES AND PRIORITIES FOR DURABLE RURAL 

DEVELOPMENT IN THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 
 

The main objectives of the durable development have been stated at 
the International Summit [7] of Johannesburg (2002): Reduction of the 
percentage of people who cannot benefit from drinkable water, basic 
sanitation services; improvement of access to energetic services, 
improvement of the energetic efficaciousness and the use of regenerative 
energy; stopping the present trend of dilapidating the natural resources; 
reduction of present biodiversity losses; reduction of negative effects of 
chemical products; promotion of durable consumption models and 
production; support for the implementation of national strategies for durable 
development. In order to reach these goals, EU undertook a series of actions 
in the following period [8], (communication of the European Commission to 
the European Parliament, 2004), as follows: a) Improvement of the political 
coherence of EU, by integrating the environment issues in al European 
policies, a fact that has been proven also by the last reforms of the common 
agricultural policies and the common policy in the field of fishing. Also, 
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environmental issues have been integrated in the energy, transport and 
regional and cohesion policies. EU launched, in 2003, an ecologic 
diplomatic network for the integration of the environmental issues in the 
external relations of the Union; b) Durable management of the natural 
resources, in order to stop, by 2010, the decline of biodiversity, by 
implementing actions as: re-assessment of the European policy in the field 
of biodiversity; elaboration of action plans; setting up biodiversity 
indicators; drawing up soil and see protection strategies; c) Promotion of 
durable consumption and production by launching a series of instruments 
such as: policy for prevention and integrated reduction of pollution; 
environmental management and auditing system; new framework for the 
taxation of energetic products; ecologic etiquettes, social and fair trade 
etiquette; integrated policy of products; the new European policy in the field 
of chemical products; promotion of actions to support eco-technologies. 
 

4. ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 
 
The Lisbon Strategy launched the 6th action program for the 

environment, in which four priority fields have been identified: climatic 
change, nature and biodiversity, resource management, health and 
environment. The new environment policy must emphasize the following: 
integration; implementation; information. The Amsterdam treaty also pays a 
special attention to the environmental policy, highlighting the necessity to 
integrate environmental requirements in all EU policies. The 
implementation of major investment projects must be preceded by 
environment impact studies. The territorial impact of the environmental 
policy is specially regarding the definition of the protected areas („Nature 
2000” network) for fauna and flora, reduction of the use of dangerous 
substance in agriculture (nitrates), regulation of waste treatment, restriction 
of sound and atmospheric pollution, promotion of regenerative energies, 
such as wind energy. The measures for environment integration and 
economic policies will also have to reduce the pollution and improve the 
functioning of economy. In order to achieve this goal, the European 
Commission recommends the organization of a more complete markets for 
the environmental goods, respectively a series of solutions, such as: setting 
up fair prices for the environmental goods; setting up ownership rights for 
the environmental goods and services, well defined, negotiable and law 
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withstanding; setting up taxes for pollution; setting up product recycling 
promotion systems; provision of subsidies for goods and services with 
positive environmental impact, setting up environment protection truces 
with the industry. 

 
5. CONCLUSIONS 

Integration of environmental policy with the rural development 
policy must be done at EU, national, regional and local levels in order to 
decrease the pressure on the environment. In order to achieve a better 
integration, the institutions must set up more developed markets for the 
environmental goods. Also, the resource management must be done in 
respect with their durable use and a proper implementation of the waste 
management legislation. 
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