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The object of research is the strategies of international cooperation of 
Romania's agricultural sector during the transitional period in 
accordance with the requirements of the global food market.  
The sustainable development with high rates of the agricultural sector in 
Romania in perspective requires a fruitful international cooperation, the 
implementation of techniques and advanced technologies, and new forms 
of organizing production. We believe that without a clear policy, a 
program and a mechanism well established, in terms of objectives, it can 
not be talked about sustainable development of country’s agriculture.  
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INTRODUCTION 
Economic cooperation is a necessity dictated by the international 

development of labor. Participation in the international economic circuit is 
in principle a factor of growth stimulation. Each country develops its own 
concept of economic growth, adequate to specific conditions of the country. 
The main condition is that the basis for cooperation to be the equal and 
mutual benefits.  

Through international cooperation is understood working under the 
most diverse forms, of two or more countries in order to achieve certain 
objectives in the branches of national economy in the fields of trade, 
scientific and technical, tourist or otherwise. It must be noted that economic 
international cooperation is not a simple transfer of goods, services, capital 
from one country to another. It is, however, the common use of resources of 
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which dispose various countries or economic agents in these countries. In 
the practice of international relations, cooperation has a larger sense: 
exchange of activities in various fields and different countries. In this regard 
international cooperation includes: international trade, cooperation in 
production, international investment, scientific and technological 
cooperation, international transport, tourism, financial and credit relations 
external migration of labor force, services and others  
 

CONSIDERATIONS REGARDING THE SPECIFICITY OF 
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AND AGRICULTURE 

DEVELOPMENT 
Today and tomorrow, agriculture in most countries, mainly in the 

developing countries, will remain the main area of the national economy. 
This state is true for Romania's economy because for more than half of the 
countries population, the agricultural activity is the only source of 
livelihood. In the export structure, the agricultural production has a share of 
55-70%. Agricultural sector produces annually about 31-7% of gross 
domestic product.  

Agriculture in recent decades has developed in two basic directions - 
intensive and extensive, but the share of intensive agriculture has dominated 
in most countries, including Romania. The process of intensification in any 
sector of the economy has its characteristics, this process, in agriculture 
being firstly caused by natural factors, and second by social and technical 
factors.  

It is justified that the intensive development of Romania's 
agricultural sector now largely depends on the processes of integration into 
the Western countries, which are extremely complex and have major 
consequences for the countries involved.  

The agriculture of Western European countries was set up and on the 
basis of the transition from extensive to the path intensive from the 
civilization and society of industrial type civilization to the post industrial 
type. The process of determining the structures of agricultural industries, 
and so the processing industry has been and is in fully realization under the 
influence of internal and external factors: if in conditions of centralized 
economy in Romania there were 32-35 branches of “phytotechnie” and 
livestock, and then during 2001-2006 have been one third less and this 
process is continuing. For long time Romania’s agriculture, being oriented 
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towards markets of Eastern Europe, the emphasis was placed on quantity 
rather than quality of the products. But with the reorientation of distribution 
directions of plant and animal, is given a special attention to production 
quality in this area are obtained certain results. Several authors consider that 
the intensification is strictly related to industrialization, with the 
implementation of new technologies, new methods of integration and 
cooperation of the agricultural sector, but regarding irrigated agricultural 
areas from the total arable area, is believed that there are other methods to 
increase agriculture. Among the newest implemented ways we nominated: 
technical endowments of branches; cultivation of new varieties and species 
with special characteristics and of origin, and not least, the organizational 
form of the agrifood sector. 

Referring to the organization of the agrifood sector, we mention that 
actually is quite differentiated not only in the form of organization itself, but 
as forms of ownership, regarding the degree of diversification, the 
geographic frame, etc. Following the developments of the agrifood sector of 
Romania in sec. XX, we propose the following steps:  

ü Years 1900-1915 (until the beginning of World War I), during 
which agriculture dominates natural extensive processes based on technical 
routine and low productive (10-13 q / ha grain), land reforms (1903, 1907 
etc..) were designed by form and not by content;  

ü Years 1920-1940 (until the beginning of the Second World War) 
- period of technological instability, structural, technical, etc. which 
negatively influence the development of extensive agriculture in Romania;  

ü The years 1945-1964 (the formation of the centralized economy) 
may be characterized as a radical period in the transition to public 
ownership and communal agriculture, which in terms of level of 
development didn’t completed with the expected results, but Instead, in 
several regions and branches this time has made a step back into the 
technological level, especially regarding the quality of food;  

ü Years 1965-1984 (the period of concentration, centralization of 
agricultural production) matched the state intervention in the development 
of the agro-food sector not only by shape, but also with some investment, 
but this intervention has not changed much the precarious situation in 
agriculture;  

ü Years 1985-2000 (the restructuring of society, concomitantly 
with the agro-food sector) can be characterized as a period of radical 
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changes in the system (property, etc..), but little in the intensification level 
of agriculture with the exception of some branches and regions ;  

ü Years 2001-2007 represent the return and revival of agriculture.  
Based on comparative analysis, the studied period after 1990 

represents for Romania the most unfavorable stage of development of 
economy and social life in recent decades, are being characterized by:  

ü Sudden demolition by the new state of the old economic 
structures, including agricultural holding, without deciding their 
immediately replace with something better;  

ü Lack of strategies and of coordinated and coherent program to 
create a modern economy, and efficient in terms of social and 
environmental;  

ü Promoting excessive and dogmatic liberalism of countries return 
to economic and social interwar period;  

ü Sudden withdrawal of the state with it’s functions of economic 
center, leaving liberalism forces to manifest, the primitive accumulation of 
capital;  

ü Many force specialists from the old nomenclature lost their jobs 
going abroad, and often those engaged in the new structures do not have a 
pretty good training, primarily in small and medium businesses.  

It is noted that reforms in the agrifood sector carried out during 
2001-2006 in Romania have not entered results without manifest positive 
trends.  

Social and national mutual concerning in agricultural development is 
due to economic and food security of countries, including for Romania, as 
well as closed agreements, concluded by the governments of neighboring 
countries regarding processed and fresh exports, in many cases the only 
source of export promotion with beneficial results.  

The specific of country's development is that the agricultural sector, 
in fund is based on small and medium enterprises, which were only 
organized during the reference period, and processes of cooperation and 
association are in an early stage. The number of individual companies and 
limited liability companies (LLC), which usually are micro and small 
enterprises, is growing steadily.  

If the share of households (family), of a joint stock and state 
enterprises in recent years practically stabilized, then the LLC, the present 
form in the reference period increased 1.8 times. Compared to individual 
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households, which totalize 1.4-1.6 ha agricultural land, LLC dispose of 
much higher from 50-75 ha up to 450-500 ha of agricultural land and have 
the possibility to use more effectively the factors of production.  

Several specialists considers that as regards social and national 
concerning in agricultural development, this follows from the economic and 
food security of countries, including for Romania. However, in our opinion, 
the share of unprocessed plant and animal products is a disadvantage that 
most western countries they have passed, because exports of raw materials 
have been less favorable in comparison with the finished product.  

In farms with organic production, between the process of 
consumption of resources which are held especially by the human element 
on earth action, and the results obtained there is a certain correlation. From 
this point of view, this correlation relates income and expenditures made as 
a result of which at least theoretically, is to obtain profits. As a result, labor 
productivity, as quality factor of the production process, influenced in its 
turn by a set of factors is reflected in the size of expenditures and revenues.  

 
CONCLUSIONS 

International cooperation in agricultural field is a form of 
international cooperation between private operators and state held on a 
contractual basis, aiming at the conjunction of material, financial, 
technological efforts of partners to carry out activities related to production, 
movement of goods, transport and telecommunications, research in order to 
achieve mutual benefits.  

Agrifood sector currently has a reduced competitiveness on 
international markets, as indicated by data on foreign trade. These issues 
concern mostly the agro-industries whose performances were situated as 
well as under its potential. Currently is missing a link between agricultural 
production and agro-industry, due to lack of basic infrastructure, including 
the wholesale, logistics, and cold stores. The problems referred to, confirms 
the actuality of the investigated theme.  

Changes in employment structure by sector reveals a concomitant 
process of reorganization and deindustrialization of the economy without 
taking place a significant progress in services area. Basically, people 
released from industry aren’t found in other branches of the economy, but 
have contributed to increasing the number of unemployed.  
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Overall objective regarding increasing the competitiveness of 
primary agricultural markets emphasizes concomitantly with accelerating 
the development of rural areas through diversification of economic activities 
and exploitation of existing opportunities.  
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