
LUCRĂRI ŞTIINŢIFICE, SERIA I, VOL. XI (1) 

HE RURAL DEVELOPMENT NETWORK WITHIN THE 
EUROPEAN UNION 

 
REŢEAUA DE DEZVOLTARE RURALĂ ÎN UNIUNEA 

EUROPEANĂ 
 

LOPITA ONOFREI ∗, I. CSOSZ∗∗, DORINA CHIS∗∗∗, I. BANC∗∗∗ 
 

The European Union succeeds through its enlargements, to unite 
different structures and development levels. The structures were 
approached through different scientific perspectives: geography, ecology 
sociology, economy, and politics, rural planning.  
The exchange of knowledge, experience and the manner in which an issue 
is being analyzed in a state, might lead to an added value on all users, so 
that the processes being developed in the rural area would have 
similarities with the processes through which other countries are passing.  
The European Union sustains network structures at European level as 
well at national level, that gather the LEADER groups, administrations 
and entities involved in rural development.  
Since 2007, the types of institutional networks for interterritorial and 
transnational cooperation are: 

• An European Network for Rural Development (managed by the 
Commission) 

•  A national rural network, to be implemented by every member 
state. 
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FACULTATEA DE MANAGEMENT AGRICOL 

 Researchers from various institutes-studying rural areas-started, 
following the enlargement of the European Union, to focus upon setting up 
an European research network for agriculture and rural development.  

The cooperation between research institutes within the European 
Network for Rural Development was launched by Dr. Gerhard Heilig, from 
the International Analysis Institute of Applied Systems in Austria and a 
group of Polish researchers. 

The scientific network of ENRD was founded during 2002 gathering 
within the same organization, European researchers with similar views, 
from various activity fields, such as: economy, agronomy, sociology, 
geography, and informatics. 

In Romania, the public entity responsible for managing the activities 
and achieving the ENRD objectives is the Institute of Agricultural 
Economy. 

The scientific corporation within the rural development, aims to 
unite the national program together with international ones, exchange 
knowledge and future common actions. 
 
1. LAUNCH OF THE EUROPEAN NETWORK FOR RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

The “European Network for Rural Development” was launched by 
the European Commission at the Conference on Rural Development, held in 
Cyprus on October 16th -17th  2008. The Network should help to strengthen 
the implementation of Pillar 2 of the CAP and deepen debate across the 
board as it draws together national networks and will convene conferences 
and expert groups. As part of the requirements of Council Regulation 
1698/2005 (Article 67), rural development networks are to be set up at 
national and European levels in order to support all aspects of 
implementation, evaluation and exchange of best practice of the European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) over the 2007-13 
programming period. The Commission is required to set up a European 
Network for Rural Development (ENRD) to interface with the national rural 
networks and administrations. The aim of the ENRD is to: 

• Collect, analyze and disseminate information on Community rural 
development measures; 
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• Collect, disseminate and consolidate good rural development 
practice at Community level; 

• Provide information on developments in the Community’s rural 
areas and in third countries; 

• Organize meetings and seminars at Community level for those 
actively involved in rural development; 

• Set up and manage expert networks with a view to facilitate an 
exchange of expertise and supporting implementation and evaluation 
of rural development policy;  

• Support the national networks and trans-national cooperation 
initiatives. 
The ENRD was formally launched on October 16th -17th 2008, at the 

EU Rural Development Conference in Cyprus. It is financed from the 
EAFRD’s technical assistance and constitutes 0.25 per cent of rural 
development funding. 

The ENRD is run by DG Agriculture and consists of a Coordination 
Committee, the ‘Contact Point’, an Evaluation Expert Committee and the 
Evaluation Network. The role of each is described below. 

The Coordination Committee 
All activities of the ENRD and its implementation, apart from those 

relating to “evaluation”, are overseen by a Coordination Committee.  
The Coordination Committee is composed of 69 members, 

comprising one person from the competent authority from each Member 
State (27), one representative from each National Rural Development 
Network (27), 12 representatives from organizations active in the field of 
rural development at EU level); two representatives of the LEADER 
subcommittee and one person to represent the interests of Local Action 
Groups at  European level. The Committee will be convened at least once a 
year.  

The tasks of the Coordination Committee are to: 
• Assist the Commission in the preparation and implementation of 

network 
• activities; 
• Provide coordination between the ENRD, national rural networks 

and organizations active in rural development at Community level; 
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• Advise the Commission on the ENRD’s annual work program and 
contribute to the choice and coordination of thematic work; 

• Propose the creation of thematic working groups. 
Following the Coordinating Committee is a Leader sub-committee 

and a number of thematic working groups (up to four a year). The thematic 
working groups can be established as and when deemed appropriate. 
Themes for these groups are proposed by the Commission and agreed by the 
Coordination Committee. Guidance suggests that thematic groups should 
preferably be concerned with: 

• issues crossing the  Axes;  
• contributing to the understanding and diffusion of know-how and 

best practice; 
• allowing the exchange of experiences from the implementation of 

rural development programs;  
• helping to inform future policy development.  

Each thematic group is made up of a maximum of 15 members and 
can operate for up to two years. The Coordination Committee can advise on 
potential candidates to take part in these groups.  

The ENRD Contact Point 
The role of the Contact Point is to ensure the effective operation of 

the ENRD by providing technical and administrative expertise. In particular, 
it will: 

• collect, analyze and disseminate information on Community actions 
for rural 

• development; 
• collect, disseminate and consolidate good practice in rural 

development at Community level; 
• organize meetings and seminars at Community level for those 

involved in rural development; 
• set up and coordinate networks of experts to facilitate the exchange 

of knowledge and support the implementation of rural development 
policy; and 

• provide technical support for national networks and transnational 
cooperation initiatives. 
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The Contact Point consists of 21 permanent staff members, based in 
Brussels and a group of external experts with expertise on particular aspects 
of rural development policy and implementation. 

External experts include: 
• CIHEAM (Institut Agronomique Méditerranéen de Montpellier) – Axis 

1; 
• IEEP - Axis 2; 
• Hushallningssällskapens Service AB, Sweden – Axis 3; 
• Agriculture Science and Engineering Centre of Debrecen University, 

Hungary – New 
• Agri-consulting Europe, Belgium – general. 

The requirements under Article 67e of Council Regulation 
1698/2005 with regards to the evaluation of rural development policy are 
dealt with separately to the other roles of the ENRD. In terms of the overall 
structure of the ENRD, an Evaluation Expert Committee has been set up in 
parallel to the Coordination Committee to oversee the activities of the 
“Evaluation Expert Network”, the organization and running of which has 
been contracted out to the Brussels based consultancy AEIDL. The 
Evaluation Expert Committee provides the official forum for discussions 
between the Commission and Member State experts and consists of 
Commission officials and two representatives from the competent authority 
for each Member State. Responsibility for the management of 
the Evaluation Network contract falls within the Evaluation function of DG 
Agriculture. 

The overall aim of the evaluation network is to help establish good 
practice and capacity building in evaluation, thereby increasing the utility of 
monitoring and evaluation as tools for program management. In this respect, 
it is intended that the evaluation network should: 

• Organize regular meetings for evaluation actors at national and EU 
level; 

• Establish good evaluation practice; 
• Run a helpdesk for evaluation; 
• Provide support on indicators and evaluation questions; 
• Support the creation of data bases and other information sources; 
• Disseminate evaluation-related information to relevant actors; 
• Improve data collection at program level; 
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• Identify needs and help to establish thematic� studies; 
• Advise programming authorities and rural actors� in rendering 
annual reports and evaluation reports;  

• Support the Commission in carrying out the mid-term evaluation 
synthesis. 

The network includes a core team of experts, predominantly with 
socio-economic expertise, particularly in relation to the evaluation of 
Leader. Due to the lack of environmental expertise within this core group, 
they will be looking to bring in external environmental experts in relation to 
specific topics (for example, they have engaged IEEP as external experts on 
the HNV theme). 

The Evaluation Network is also running the ‘Evaluation Helpdesk’. 
This serves as a central information point concerning the evaluation of 
RDPs, and will provide ongoing assistance to those involved in the 
evaluation of program in the Member States. The Helpdesk is composed of 
a permanent team of staff in Brussels and is supported by around twenty 
experts from across the EU-27.  

 
2. NATIONAL RURAL NETWORK FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

The National Rural Network is a component of the Rural 
Development Program for 2007-2013 . The National Rural Network will be 
provided by the Rural Development Support Unit .  

The purpose of the National Rural Network is to assist in 
the efficient and effective implementation of the Rural Development 
Program. 

The NRN will seek to develop relationships between 
stakeholders based on a common interest in building a dynamic and 
sustainable future for Agriculture and Rural Development. 

A significant focus of the work of the NRN will be to secure and co-
ordinate the flow of information, including performance indicators, between 
local beneficiaries, intermediate bodies and the managing authority. There is 
also a strong emphasis on documenting and disseminating best practice 
across the four axes and in linking with the NRN in other member states 
and centrally at EU level. 

1.1.1 Functions of the Network 
The functions of the Network are clearly defined in the EU regulations: 

http://www.rdsu.ie/the-national-rural-network/rural-development-programme/
http://www.rdsu.ie/the-national-rural-network/rural-development-programme/
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• The identification and grouping of stakeholders involved in 
agriculture and rural development program.  

• Transfer of knowledge and best practice to beneficiaries through 
dissemination actions and exchange experiences.  

• The convening of relevant seminars, conventions and workshops to 
ensure the use of best practice in program delivery.  

• Publication of regular updates on program delivery to the wide 
audience. 

• The collection and analysis of indicators and evidence-based 
program outputs should feed directly into the mid-term and final 
program evaluations.  

• The provision of a comprehensive information service to groups and 
organizations when requested.  

• Facilitating and promoting inter-territorial and trans-national 
cooperation in relation to the delivery of Axes 4. The network must 
have the capacity to develop the co-operation principle, provide 
regulatory advice and offer appropriate mentoring. 
The Coordination Committee is composed of 25 members, 1 

representative from the Leader sub-committee. 
The ENRD Contact Point the role is to ensure the effective operation 

of the ENRD by providing technical and administrative expertise The 
Contact Point consists of 26 permanent staff. 
 
3. THE RELATIONAL SUCTURE OF THE NATIONAL RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT NETWORK 
Within the network are suggested the following four elements: 
• The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, as Managing 
Authority 

• The members of the network, all actors/stakeholders having a role in 
rural development and had been consulted concerning the setting up 
of the rural development network, through the set up of workshops 
and opinion polls. 
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Fig 1. The actors’ desire to get involved in the NRDN 

 
The awareness of the population concerning the setting up and role 

of the rural development network was shown through the responses to the 
questionnaires and agreement to be part of the network. 436 actors 
answered, out of which 434 expressed their agreement to become members 
of the NRDN. 

CONCLUSIONS  
The rural development within the European Union is influenced by 

the agricultural-non-agricultural balance and care towards the environment. 
The new approaches involve the use of information, know-how, knowledge 
and information transfer and management within the rural development. 

The NRDN shall ensure the Access to the flow of information on 
rural development, the manner and ways to Access the European funds, 
complete information about good practice, encouraging farmers to become 
organized into collaborating units (associations, producer groups, transfer of 
ideas and knowledge regarding other rural development institutions, as well 
as with institutions within the Community area. 
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