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SPECIFIC FEATURES RELATED TO THE QUALITY OF 
MATERIAL LIFE OF ELDERLY PERSONS LIVING IN THE 

VILLAGE „DEALU BABI” (IN THE JIU VALLEY) 
 

ASPECTE LEGATE DE CALITATEA VIEŢII MATERIALE A 
PERSOANELOR VÂRSTNICE DIN SATUL „DEALU BABII” 

(VALEA JIULUI) 
 

ROXANA GHITA – PLESA * 
 

 The sociological research was carried out during the last November in 
the village called “Dealu Babi” that is under the administration of 
Vulcan town in Hunedoara County. It was a more extensive research, 
focusing on aspects that are related to the quality of the material, family, 

social and spiritual life of elderly persons living in that village.  
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 In the opinion of the questioned persons, the problems considered to 
be as the most serious ones for the present Romanian society are the 
following ones enumerated in order: poverty, unemployment and worsening 
of social inequities among different social categories; for the case of the Jiu 
Valley, poverty also holds the first place but a great distance of all the other 
items.  
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Fig. 1 - The opinion of the questioned persons on the most serious problems facing the 
present Romanian society (%) 
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Fig. 2 - The opinion of the questioned persons on the most serious problems facing the 
Jiu Valley (%) 

A – poverty / financial problems; 
B – unemployment; 
C – uncertainty of the working place; 
D – possible new dismissals;  
E – no place where to dwell; 
F – health problems; 
G – no spare time to spend with family; 
H – corruption; 
I – an ever increased number of the abandoned children; 
J - an ever increased number of persons that breach the law; 
K – others.  
 
 

Nevertheless, if we group the categories of poverty and 
unemployment - which means nothing else but poverty – the two options 
shall reach pretty high values, i.e. 54% for the whole Romanian society and 
70% for the inhabitants of the Jiu Valley. 
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Fig. 3 – Opinion of questioned persons on their living standards during different 

periods of time (%) 

 
Figure 3 presents information about the picture the inhabitants of 

“Dealu Babii” village have on their living standards during different periods 
of time, more exactly, before 1989, between 1990 and 1999 and between 
2000 and 2008. 

If all the above information is true, and we have no reason to believe 
otherwise, the data show that the respondents see a continuous worsening of 
their living standard if speaking from a material point of view; the total 
percentage of the very discontented and discontented persons has risen from 
one period to another. More exactly, for the first period under analysis (up 
to 1989) we have registered a percentage of 6%, for the second period – 
10% and for the last period comprising the interval 2000 – 2008, we have a 
percentage of discontented persons of 28%. The sad conclusion is that for 
this last interval (2000 – 2008), the percentage of the discontented persons is 
four times bigger than the percentage assigned for the first interval (i.e. 
going form 6% and reaching 28%). Implicitly, there can be noticed a 
diminution of the contented and very contented persons: during the first 
period under analysis, their percentage was of two thirds, then it dropped 
down to 52% and for the last period, only one third declared that they are 
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content with their current living standard. Is this nostalgia for the period that 
had been formerly so blamed, i.e. before the year 1990 or is this a “reality”, 
at least the manner it is perceived by these persons? 
 

DWELLING PLACE AND THE MATERIAL GOODS 
 

For most of the cases, the houses where the respondents dwell have 
been built either by themselves or they have been inherited in almost one 
third of cases.  

The age of these houses exceeds 20 years in most of these situations; 
consequently, it is impossible to not to see that after 1989, less and less 
houses have been built in “Dealu Babii” community. One of the possible 
explanations might be that more than one third of the respondents’ children 
got married and at present, they live in towns.  
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Fig. 4 – Number of persons in dwelling households (%) 
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Fig. 5 – Dwelling rooms (%) 

 
If we compare the values comprised by the two charts above, i.e. the 

number of persons in dwelling households and overlap them on the dwelled 
rooms, we can conclude that there is enough space for a decent dwelling, 
considering the fact that the families with more than three persons represent 
29%, while the houses with more than two rooms represent 58%, even if the 
kitchen is considered a dwelling room in almost three quarters of the 
situations. 
 As for the material used to build these houses, except the roof, we 
may say that, to a great extent, the country look has been preserved; not 
more than half of these houses had used wood or bricks and wood during 
the building process. The roofs of the houses are made almost entirely (that 
is 90%) of tiles, a material specific for the buildings located in the Jiu 
Valley.  
 For approximately three quarters of the cases, the floor of these 
dwelling houses is made of board, but also of parquet (16%). 
 The fireplace used for the heating of rooms has been made, in almost 
equal percentages, of terra – cotta and bricks. Only 17% of the houses 
possess their own heating stations. The fuel that is being used for the 
heating of the dwelling places is represented almost in totality by wood.  



FACULTATEA DE MANAGEMENT AGRICOL 

 Figure 6 shows the standard of the household appliances and modern 
devices that can be found in the houses under analysis. Subsequently, one 
can notice relatively high standards, aspect that constitute a positive feature 
from the point of view of comfort and life quality, showing higher cultural 
and material standards; this element also represents a proof that the 
modernization has penetrated the traditional rural communities, which 
nevertheless have preserved their specificity. If not so long time ago, the 
presence of the parabolic antenna or of the PC, for example, were 
considered “luxury items” inside a rural community, today they have turned 
into necessary items; this aspect demonstrates the wish of the local 
inhabitants to get more information and to have wider sources of 
entertainment. Consequently, more than half of the dwelling houses (58%) 
have a parabolic antenna and 17% possess a PC. Furniture, cooking stoves, 
fridges or color TVs can be found in the overwhelming majority of 
households.  
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Fig. 6 – Household appliances and modern devices owned by the 

households under analysis (%) 
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In approximately three quarters of situations, kitchen stands for a 
room of the house that holds the said destination and in more than one fifth 
of cases, kitchen is a separate construction.  
 Almost two thirds of the dwelling houses have bathrooms, but more 
or less of one third possesses sanitary facilities with their own sewage 
systems. As most of the houses don’t have a system for the conveyance of 
drinking water – there are hopes that the managing board of the town-hall 
should settle this problem – approximately two thirds of houses uses the 
waters of wells for drinking purposes and the same ratio is valid for the 
water used during the everyday activities.  Almost a quarter of houses have 
had mounted their own piping system, but there is still a percentage of 10% 
who uses the river water both for drinking purposes and for use during the 
everyday activities. This is of course fresh mountain water with no 
industrial activities upstream the village so the water is clear and in the past 
the river was the main water source for the local community.  
 As Dealu Babii is a country community so it is quite normal that 
households should have shelters for poultry and animals. The main types of 
shelters found in an overwhelming majority of houses are the stables and the 
chicken coops but also the barns, reaching a percentage of 58%. Around 
half of these shelters are made of wood and they have been carved so as to 
illustrate the traditional characteristics of this area.  
 Almost all the respondent families raise animals. The main 
occupation of villagers – beside agriculture activities as far as this mountain 
area permits – is cattle rising. Surprisingly enough, only 38% of the local 
inhabitants raise pigs and 12% of them raise sheep. Approximately one third 
of the household rise horses, aspect that can be explained by the fact that we 
speak here about mountain area and the horse is the main means of traction 
along the paths that go up to meadows and orchards. The overwhelming 
majority of the inhabitants also raise poultry.  
 In spite of the fact that roughly all households of Dealu Babii raise 
poultry and domestic animals, we can notice from the answers of the 
respondents that the animal products are being used mainly for their proper 
needs; more or less of one fifth of the respondents declared that they sell 
their products on the local market (in Vulcan town), and these products are 
mainly dairy products and fruit.  
 All the aspects presented above show pretty high living standards of 
households that can provide a decent life. This represents a positive aspect 
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of comfort and of life quality from a material point of view. If taking into 
consideration all the above said facts, one can say that modern elements 
have clearly defeated tradition, but the “victory” has favored the inhabitants 
of Dealu Babii village.   
 


