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 Whether it is the systematic appeal to the crises distillation, a policy of 
exaggerated cautious cultivation, exaggerated use of enrichment 
practices, confusing labeling rules or somewhat rigid oenological 
practices, a whole series of measures must be reviewed. It is useless to 
mention the budget which, instead of being used as leverage for an 
effective restructuring of the sector, promotes measures that have limited 
and short-term effect. The current system does not provide a basis for a 
sustainable and significant development of the producers’ 
competitiveness. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

The Commission recommended banning "chaptalizing" (adding 
sugar to grape juice in order to raise the level of alcohol from wine) by 
using fructose and more strictly regulations in using concentrated grape 
juice for wine enrichment. In this way the current aid for using grape juice 
would be Such aid available to use grape would be canceled and the 
maximum level of enrichment would be fixed at 2 % except for area C 
(Spain, Portugal, Slovakia, Italy, Hungary, Slovenia, Greece, Cyprus and 
Malta, and certain parts of France) where maximum level would be limited 
to 1%. There is an emergency in implementing a more clear, simple and 
efficient policy of wine quality, in order to reach the objective of having a 
reformed wine market. We have to redefine quality, to simplify the 
legislative system for quality wine, to improve quality and facilitate 
production. 
 

WINE QUALITY: GOALS AND MEANS 
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 A more clear, simple and efficient policy of wine quality. The 
goal is to generate a more balanced and competitive wine policy. EU 
legislation relating to quality wines covers production and labeling. 

The goal of EU wine quality policy is to: 
- maintain a high standard for quality wines produced in specific regions 
(40% of the wines produced in EU); 
- encourage a balanced production of quality wines; 
- establish conditions for a fair competition in EU. 
 Defining quality. Definition given by Community is: "quality wine 
produced in specific region”. This definition reflects the various wine 
concepts in the EU: 

- In countries like Germany, Austria, Hungary, the „quality” notion 
is more important than origin; 

- In southern Europe (France, Spain, Italy, Portugal) wine sector is 
built on geographical origin 
 Simplifying legislative system for quality wine. The current sector 
of the EU wine is complicated and has several shortcomings: 

- laws are different for designation of protected origin and protected 
geographical indication for other products than wine and spirits, creating 
confusion; 

- intellectual property should be updated and for this trade related 
sector; 
Other problems are related to the concept „quality wine produced in specific 
regions”: 

- no definition of quality at an international level; 
- no reference of the concept „geographical indication” as defined by 

WTO-TRIPS (World Trade Organization - Agreement on Trade-Related 
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights) during the current European 
legislation; 

-    increasing number of quality wines, leading in exchange to a more 
and more confused consumer. 
 Improving quality and facilitating production. In order to solve 
these problems, the EU proposes: 



LUCRĂRI ŞTIINŢIFICE, SERIA I, VOL. XI (2) 

1. A clear distinction between Industrial Property Rights (IPR) and labeling 
rules: a register for geographical indications will be created, based on a dual 
system: "wines with geographical indication”; 
2. An improvement of quality control by reinforcing the role of sector 
organizations regarding the procedures for classifying/classification of wine 
and regulating wine production; 
3. Facilitating production of blended wines, composed from a single sort or 
from a mixture of two or more sorts. This would help counteract the policy 
of aggressive market of wines from other countries. 
 
HARMONIZING AND SIMPLIFYING THE CURRENT LABELING 

SYSTEM OF EUROPEAN WINE 
 

The current system suffers because of the competition with „the 
New World wine”. The current system of wine labeling in the EU presents 
the following characteristics: 
 1. Labeling differs between different types of wine and table wines, 
between table wines with geographical indication and quality wines 
produced in specific regions; 
 2. Indications are divided into two main categories: mandatory 
details and optional details, constituting a rigid system for some producers; 
 3. Labeling laws rigidly limits information which may be indicated, 
for example: vine’s sort and harvest year can be listed only on quality wine 
labels or table wines with a geographical indication; 
 4. This system is so regulated that much information is not allowed, 
such as those for table wine; 
 5. Current legal deposits for registered trade marks must be revised. 
 

CONSEQUENCES FOR EU WINE MARKET DUE TO 
LEGISLATIVE SYSTEM 

 

1. The massive growth of wines considered as quality wines or table wines 
with geographical indication decreases the credibility value of quality wines 
and labels; 
2. Extra-community countries have created meanwhile geographical 
indications with the EU purpose; 
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3. Blended wine production in EU is limited, blending of wines from other 
origins being forbidden. This ban reduces competitiveness of EU countries. 

The reform of the current labeling system of European wine is 
mandatory. For this purpose, the European Commission suggests the 
following changes: a) harmonization of legal instruments by relating to 
horizontal regulations and developing CMO as a unique tool for all wines; 
b) improving the quality wine system in the EU in accordance with the 
TRIP agreement: 1. allowing use of certain specific indications, such as 
grape sort and harvest year for all wines; 2. harmonizing land and traditional 
definitions in order to avoid discrepancies between Member States; 3. 
allowing recorded trade marks, in principle; 4. modifying the linguistic 
regime of wine sector. 
 

PRACTICES OF PRODUCING WINE IN EU AND GOALS OF 
CURRENT LEGISLATION 

 

Present oenological practices. Oenological practices are technical 
practices authorized to produce wine from grapes. They are characterized 
by: a) legal rules for a good technical practice and allowed treatments; b) 
positive lists of allowed practices. 

Practices not mentioned on the positive lists or in the regulations are 
prohibited, the use of them being regarded as fraud.  

Community laws have as goals to maintain and improve product 
quality, to ensure that products are according with the legislation, to protect 
consumers against non-conformities, to protect consumers' health. 

All wines in the EU are produced by using a set of practices. 
Member States may apply stricter rules for quality wines and wines with 
controlled geographical origin. These rules also apply for export wine and 
for wine imported from countries outside of EU, with some special 
departure from rules, such as those from the bilateral agreements with the 
United States and Australia. 

 

ADAPTING TO TECHNIQUE PROCESS 
 

In order to reflect new methods and techniques in wine production, it 
is stipulated the experimental use of unauthorized new practices, for a 
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period of 3 years. A more quickly acceptance of new practices would allow 
European producers to be more competitive against third countries. 

In order to speed up production of practices acceptance, a passing of 
the power of decision to the specialty Commission of EU is proposed, for 
approving new practices or modifying existing oenological practices, 
recognizing practices allowed by OIV, preparing these practices to be 
incorporated into EU legislation and giving up restrictions which are not 
relevant to modern producing of wine. 

 
RECTIFYING WINE COMPOSITION 

 

Wine enrichment is used in order to raise natural alcohol level of 
wine. Its’ use differ from one state to another. Enrichment can be achieved 
by adding sugar before the fermentation process - this is not a recommended 
practice to produce wine, according to the OIV regulations and it is 
prohibited in countries like Argentina, Australia, Chile, California, by 
adding concentrated grape juice, by raising levels in the strength of wine 
with 1-3%, in accordance with regulations relating to geographic areas of 
production. 
 Producers are often using enrichment in order to obtain more wine. 
They stop wine fermentation at a low alcoholic level, after that they use 
enrichment to raise alcoholic level. A part of the resulted products of low 
quality can not be sold, so they are kept or have to be distilled at higher 
costs. 

 
CONCLUSIONS 

 

Required rules and conditions for enrichment should be restricted 
and brought to the line of internationally admitted practices. These 
international practices do not acknowledge enrichment as a legitimate 
oenological practice. 

These rules should be dramatically revised for wines of the EU in 
order to deal with surpluses of wine and to achieve the goal of competing 
with the so-called „New World wines”. Recent technological developments 
show that a much better assessment of the correct grapes ripening is 
possible and would lead to a natural higher level of sugar in grapes. 
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Measures to decrease enrichment: cancel financial support for grape 
juice, ban on using fructose (not being the natural sugar of grapes), creating 
an enrichment program of maximum 2 %, except area C (Spain, Slovakia, 
Hungary, Italy, Portugal, Greece, Cyprus, Malta and some parts of France) 
where the limit is 1 %. 

These measures will finally lead to the decrease of the uncontrolled 
use of grape juice for wine enrichment, the regain quality image of the 
Community wines, larger wholesale markets for concentrated grape juice, a 
strengthened reputation of quality wines from EU and simplified regulations 
for consumers and producers. 
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