
LUCRĂRI ŞTIINŢIFICE, SERIA I, VOL. XI (2) 

 
MUTTON MEAT MARKET IN ROMANIA  

– A POST-ACCESSION ANALYSIS 
 
 

PIAŢA CĂRNII DE OVINE ÎN ROMÂNIA – O ANALIZĂ 
POST-ADERARE  

 
 

MINODORA MOLDOVAN* 
 

The paper investigates the changes that have been produced 
in the sheep and goat meat sector in the pre- and post-
accession period, from farm to trade and final consumption. 
In the year 2007, there was an obvious increase in the 
number of slaughtered animals and of meat production. This 
positive trend was supported by the direct payments received 
for the sheep and goat farms, as well as by the subsidies 
provided for sheep breeding in the direction of increasing the 
meat production. In the year 2007 the exports of live young 
rams increased, mainly to EU countries.  
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ANALYSIS OF SHEEP AND GOAT MEAT CHAIN 
 

Sheep raising in Romania is a traditional activity for the rural 
population, mainly in the mountainous area. The value of the sheep and goat 
meat production accounted for 2.3% of the animal production value in 2007. 

With a number of 9.3 million sheep and goats, our country is on the 
5th place in the European Union. Sheep are raised throughout the country, 
with a higher concentration of herds in the regions Center (20.7%), North-
East (16.7%) and South-East (16.6%), favoured by the large area of 
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pastures. The average number of animals is 15.6 heads per farm, the number 
of farms totaling 611.8 thousand. By size categories, 81.6% of holdings 
have less than 10 heads and 14.2% have 11-50 heads (Graph 1). 
 
 
Graph 1: Number of holdings by size categories 

 
 Source: MAFRD 
 

Out of total number, 97.6% are found on individual holdings. The 
highest concentration of herds is found on the holdings with 101-500 heads, 
i.e. 33.1% of herds, 29.1% on holdings with up to 10 heads and 16.2% on 
holdings in the category of size 11-50 heads. 

In the year 2007, the sheep and goat herds totaled 9334 thousand 
heads, out of which 865.1 thousand goats; the total meat production was 110 
thousand tons liveweight (Table 1). 
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Table 1: Number of sheep and goats and meat production in the period 
2005-2007 
 2005 2006 2007 
Number of sheep and goats 
(thousand heads) 

8921 8406 9334 

Meat production (thou. tons 
liveweight) 

114 101 110 

Number of slaughtered animals 
(thousand heads), out of which: 

5566 5641 6127 

- in specialized industrial units 
(thousand heads) 

206 195 155 

Average slaughtering weight 
(kg/head) 

20.4 17.9 17.9 

Average slaughtering weight in 
specialized units (kg/head) 

24.9 26.0 23.1 

Source: NIS 
 

The largest number of slaughtered animals is at Easter time, so that 
in April 2007, 3314 thousand animals were slaughtered at the weight of 15-
16 kg, i.e. 54.1% of total slaughtered animals in that year. In general, lambs 
are slaughtered less in slaughtering units also due to the large distances, as 
most sheep are grazing on the pastures in a period of 160-180 days per year. 
A large number of sheep are slaughtered by the shepherds in the presence of 
a veterinarian for family self-consumption, which represents almost 50% of 
slaughtered animals. A great part of sheep raisers have contracts with firms 
that take over the lambs and young rams to authorized slaughtering units. 

There is an Employers’ Organization of Romanian Ovine Farmers 
and Exporters, which includes 39 economic operators, raisers and exporters, 
providing qualified support to ovine farmers in the relations with the state 
authorities. This body provides direct support to members in selling the live 
animals and meat, and in supervising the exports.  

The fragmented nature of the sector and the low scale production 
character resulted in the slaughtering of sheep and goats on slaughtering 
units where other species of animals are also slaughtered. It is only in recent 
years that sheep slaughtering units were built, which comply with the EU 
standards. The lambs are also slaughtered in certain specially equipped 
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spaces in fairs and markets under sanitary-veterinary supervision, for a 5-
day period before Easter.  

In the year 2007, ovine carcass meat production totaled 52.8 
thousand tons, on the rise compared to previous years (Table 2). 
 
Table 2: Sheep and goat carcass meat production in the period 2005-2007 
 2005 2006 2007 
Carcass meat production (thousand 
tons), out of which: 

51.9 45.2 52.8 

- in specialized industrial units 
(thou. tons) 

2.5 2.6 1.8 

Average carcass weight (kg) 9.3 8.0 10.9 
- in specialized industrial units (kg) 12.4 13.1 11.8 
Slaughtering yield (%) 46 45 48 
Source: NIS 
 

The average carcass weight of 10.9 kg, larger than in previous years 
and the 48% slaughtering yield reveals the poor genetics of animals, which 
are not in the category of meat breeds or hybrids. The processed mutton 
production totaled 2100 tons in 2007, with a low number of preparates: 
pastrami, sausages, ghiuden and babic (a type of dry mutton sausages). 

Besides the Easter period, the mutton market seems quite limited; 
there is no lamb for meat breed, due to the absence of demand and 
consumption tradition. The situation is different in other countries, in Great 
Britain for example. Meat is directly sold from the slaughter houses to the 
butcher’s stores and in very few cases it can be found in certain food stores 
in other periods of the year (in spring or autumn). Most often, the producers 
sell the meat directly on the local markets (35%), self-consumption accounts 
for 43%, and the sales to butcher’s shops 22%. Meat is generally sold under 
carcass or semi-carcass form, while the restaurants and hotels with 
traditional cuisine prefer meat cut imports (mutton leg, loin chop, fillet) 
from Australia and New Zealand, as the domestic market supplies only 
carcass meat, and the meat is of poorer quality. The selling price on the 
Romanian market was 4,3 euros/kg carcass in 2007, compared to the 
average EU price of 3.98 euros/kg carcass and to the prices in the Member 
States producing “heavy lambs” (carcasses over 13 kg) (Graph 2).  
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Graph 2: Selling prices for mutton in Romania compared to other EU 
countries 
                 - euros/kg carcass  

 
  Source: Groupe Economie du Bétail, le Dossier Economie de 
l’Elevage, No. 356/2007 
 

For the “light” lamb carcass (up to 13 kg/carcass) the EU average 
selling price was 6.06 euros/kg carcass (Spain 6.44 euros/kg, Greece 5.61 
euros/kg, Italy 6.34 euros/kg). As regards the foreign trade, Romania has a 
favourable position, given by the exports of live sheep (Table 3). 
 

Table 3: Foreign trade with mutton 
-thousand tons- 

 2005 2006 2007 
Imports of refrigerated and frozen meat 0.3 0.5 0.5 
Exports of refrigerated and frozen meat 1.6 1.4 0.6 
Exports of live animals in carcass 
equivalent 

18.6 17.4 18.0 

Source: Foreign Trade Yearbook, 2005, 2006, NIS, MAFRD 
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Romania is a potential exporter of live lambs and young rams to EU 
countries (Greece and Italy) and to Muslim countries (Libya, Syria, Saudi 
Arabia). The export prices for young rams were 1.8-2.1 euros/kg liveweight. 
The exports of refrigerated and frozen meat decreased to 600 tons in 2007, 
the average price being 4 euros/kg carcass weight. 

The Romanian consumers’ preference for the sheep and goat meat 
differs in the territory; a higher consumption of this type of meat is found in 
the regions South-East, with Greek and Turkish influences, Center, with 
tradition in sheep raising, where the consumption reached 6.8 kg/capita, as 
well as in the region West, with an average consumption of 5.7 kg, 
compared to 2.3 kg/capita, the national average in 2007. In the European 
Union, the average consumption is 3.7 kg/capita, compared to Greece, with 
13.8 kg/capita, Ireland with 8.3 kg, United Kingdom 6.5 kg. 

In Romania, the consumer price by regions in 2007 ranged from 15 
to 18 RON/kg lamb carcass; lamb meat had the highest share in 
consumption and sales. The self-sufficiency in this product was 104%. 
 

 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO THE SECTOR 

 
The CAP mechanisms are currently used by the European Union in the 
sheep and goat meat sector in order to support the producers and for market 
stabilization by EC Regulation no. 2529/2001. The subsidies provided by 
the government target the breeding of sheep and goat population for meat 
production; their value is 0.8 RON/head for the official control and 
50RON/head for testing the rams/male goats. The complementary national 
direct payments can be received by the holdings with minimum 50 sheep or 
minimum 25 goats. In the year 2007 35,313 applications were submitted for 
a total number of 4,880,803 sheep and goats; 33,320 applications were 
approved and paid, for a total number of 4.0 million sheep and goats. The 
subsidies totaled 140.8 million RON. The holdings in the size category 200-
499 heads accounted for 28.9% in total subsidies, while those in the 
category 50-99 heads received 28.4% of subsidies (Graph 3). 
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Graph 3: Distribution of subsidies by holdings and size categories  

 
         Source: APIA 
   
In the next years, the size structure of holdings with young sheep for 
fattening should be improved, and the EU carcass classification system 
should be implemented, according to the EU standards for quality conform 
payments; subsidies to the high quality categories should be eventually 
received, similarly to the classified beef and pork carcasses. As increasingly 
more carcass meat is demanded on the Community market, the exports 
should be oriented into this direction. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

 
- The number of sheep and goats places Romania on the 5th position 

in the European Union; 
- The high self-consumption level constrains market development; 
- Mutton consumption has an occasional, seasonal character, mainly at 

Easter time (lambs) and in autumn (adult sheep); 
- The increased exports of live young rams should be oriented towards 

carcass meat export for increasing producers’ incomes; 
- The priority direction for raising animals for meat production based 

upon meat breeds and hybrids; 
- Introducing the EU carcass classification system, based upon the EU 

standards; 
- Improving the size structure of holdings in the direction of young 

sheep fattening; 
- Taking into consideration that 81.6% of holdings have less than 10 

heads, a support measure is needed for these holdings. 
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