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The domain of pork has many characteristics, in all of its stages: 
zootechnics, purchasing and transport, slaughtery (primary process), 
cutting and packing (secondary process), pork products production ( final 
process), selling 

 

Key words: pork chain, cost, incomes, profit 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
Due to the specificity of the activity, there are involved many 

categories of economic agents in the pork domain. Thus, pork is the object 
of the transactions between producers, primary processors, with slaughtery 
activity, secondary processors, with cutting – packing activity, final 
processors, with processing activity of pork products, and whole sellers for 
all the final products resulted from the three steps of process. The pork and 
pork products get to the consumers by being soldin  shops and stores. 
 

 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 
In order to obtain a real analysis we have examined data comming 

from three of the most representative companies that activate in the pork 
field. The data are from 2008, calculated at the rate of the exchange for 
Euro, of 4,02 LEI. This information reffers to products of the same quality, 
respectively: 
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- piglets obtained from synthetic lines in specialized units, with programs 
of improving and selection; 

- commercial performant pigs, resulted from synthetic lines; 
- “E” class carcass, according to the system of EUROP carcasses 

classification; 
- cutting  pieces resulted from the “E” class carcasses; 
- “Pork smoked sausages” range, that is a product made exclusively of 

pork.    
Table 1. 

 

NR.  
CRT. 

SEGMENT OF 
PORK CHAIN 

COST      
€/Kg  

INCOME 
€/Kg 

PROFIT 
€/Kg 

PROFIT       
% 

1 
PIGLETS 
PRODUCTION 

2,01 2,76 0,75 27,29 

2 
COMMERCIAL 
PIGS 
PRODUCTION 

1,2 1,28 0,08 6,31 

3 
PRIMARY 
PROCESSING 
(SLAUGHTERING)  

1,75 1,83 0,08 4,49 

4 
CARCASS 
TRADING 

1,87 1,94 0,07 3,44 

5 

SECONDARY 
PROCESSING 
(CUTTING – 
PACKIN UNITS) 

1,99 2,06 0,07 3,61 

6 
CUTTING - 
PACKED MEAT 
TRADERS 

2,1 2,14 0,04 2,02 

7 

FINAL 
PROCESSING 
(PRODUCTS 
FACTORIES)  

3,77 4,1 0,32 7,86 

8 MEAT PRODUCTS 
TRADING 

4,29 4,43 0,15 3,31 

 
 Source:Romanian Patronate of Pork 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

 
The high price of the piglets resulted from performing lines, as well 

as their big profit determined by their selling (27 %),  is justified by the 
offer that is very low in comparison with the demand for these piglets.  
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Fig. 1 The most representative economical indicators in pork chain 
    Source:Romanian Patronate of Pork 

 
In Romania the piglets resulted from performing synthetic lines are 

produced only in industrial complexes of pork production, that sell small 
effectives of piglets. 

The activities within pork domain may carry on distinctly, in 
different companies, or grouped by two, more, or, even, all of them within 
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the same company or holding. In fact, in practice, seldom are there 
economic agents that limit to only one activity within the pork domain. 

The short profit of the economic agents from 4, 5 şi 6 is justified by 
the fact that, in general, these activities develop at least by twos, by the 
same economic agent, thus obtaining a bigger profit for both activities. For 
example, an agent that sells pork carcasses, develop, in parallel the activity 
of cutting – packing for a certain number of purchased carcasses. These 
agents are, usually the suppliers of carcass for hypermarkets and 
supermarkets. Another example is the situation of the big final processors 
(meat products factories), organized, in a great extent, as holdings. These 
agents carry on activities of cutting – packing, whole selling of cutting – 
packing meat, as well as their main activity, respectively meat products 
production. 

There are economic agents in the pork domain that carry on a single 
activity such as butcheries, where the only activity is pork cutting and 
selling, but their activity is reduced and is in direct competion with that of 
supermarkets. Other economic agents, that carry on a single activity, are the 
small units of pork production, and the family farms. 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
 

In Romania, in order that the economic agents in the pork domain to 
become efficient, it is necessary to extend it in two or more parts. The most 
effective units in this domain are those that cover the most parts of this 
activity.  
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