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European public funds management requires the use of a set of 
documents and procedures, rigorously followed and severely sanctioned 
for infringement of their appearance or finding irregularities.  
Responsible for the efficient use of financial support for Member States, 
the European Union also requires, in the  information and 
communication area, a number of specific requirements, which highlights 
numerous performance features compared to similar processes in our 
country and abroad.  
Information and publicity accompany practically all stages of project 
cycle management, thus ensuring the support of the transparency and 
visibility of the process of accessing and managing European funds.  
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EUROPEAN FUNDS AT VIEW 
 

The structural instruments available to Member States of the 
European Union - EU comes from the public contribution - in various forms 
– of the citizen.  

Hypostasis of taxpayer gives him the right and obligation to know 
which is the destination, but also the use and effectiveness of European 
public money.  

From this perspective, the EU imposed by the basic and specific 
procedures (Visual identity Manual for structural instruments 2007-2013) - 
a set of rules to follow.  
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They ensure that information related to accessing and managing 
European funds goes, on the most appropriate ways to the citizen, and as the 
possible beneficiary of their contributions.  

This way, applicants for EU funds, and also specialized bodies 
have - throughout this process of accessing - a number of important 
obligations which must be respected as just in time.  

Beyond the managed information, organizations must submit to the 
interested (and not only), among others, the concern of the EU to assist 
developing Member States to achieve convergence for the whole European 
community. 

On the other hand, the visibility provided by the process, 
protagonists of taxpayer permit the access - in terms of transparency –to  the 
definitive information about projects financed by the European public 
money.  

However, in this situation, there are some conditions which 
"communicators / emitents must take account.  

First, as required by Law 544 / 2001 on free access to information 
of public interest, there are exempt from the presentation of classified 
informations (based on specific laws) as being classified, with a special 
regime.  

On the other hand, in case of the firms also appears the interdiction 
to provide information on financial or commercial activities, advertising that 
would prejudice the principle of fair competition. 

Or, in this situation, any information about a project (and, first, 
about funding the applicant), if made public, may lead, after our opinion, to  
an injury to the organization and a competitive advantage for any 
competitors to obtain funds.  

Not least, we should take into account that some project 
information - contained in several documents specific to the management of 
structural funds - are stored in a database called Unique Computerized 
Management System (UCMS). 

This system operates in closed circuit and is well secured, with 
access to different keys, depending on the role that each "owner" plays in 
the mechanism of management of European funding.  

We see in these circumstances, that the inclusion of certain 
information in UCMS and the difficulty of (even impossibility) free access 
to them could lead to some problems in law enforcement issue.  
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In reality, most public information is available in another format 
(electronic, paper, etc.), that permits to emitents what assumptions to use 
them according to law, without coming into conflict with such rules of 
procedure of UCMS.  

A separate issue related to access to such documents shows in the 
case of potential demand of citizens for the provision of data processing / 
information. 

Our view is that specific legislation should specify a number of 
express, at least related to:  

▪ offset volume of work that it involves the process of 
processing  

▪ linking of information from the European funds and publicity 
to the provisions of Law no. 544 / 2001  

▪ restrictions related to accepting payment - made by applicants 
for information - for the provision of such services 

▪ procedure applied when the applicant is a foreigner, who 
claims supply response in an official language of the EU.  

These are just a few reasons why we consider that the legislature 
should amend the rules for the application of Law no. 544 / 2001 and to 
adjust, early in the new context (and the new type of information). 
 

QUALITY INFORMATION PREPARED AND ON TIME - 
GENERATORS OF MAXIMUM EFFECT 

 
We recent appreciate that the "improper use or lack of quality 

information will decisively influence not only access to funding but also, 
their management" (Crisan, Crisan, 2008, p.36), and each stage of project 
cycle management. 

We will try to argue this, by presenting several possible direct use 
of certain categories of information. 

For example, in the process of dissemination of European type 
information effects are cognitive, by familiarizing citizens - potential 
applicants for funding – with their problems, with their access mechanisms, 
with the specific requirements to be met.  

Any ambiguous or erroneous information, conveyed in a channel or 
a void, distort its message, and the effect sought - applicant's response 
(through interest for access) - will be diminished or distorted (Crisan, 2007, 
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pp 61-119), which implies automatically an additional or unnecessary 
consumption of resources. 

On the other hand, by presenting the wrong mechanisms or 
procedures for ongoing funding, it can trigger irregularities which may 
become fatal for the beneficiaries, by blocking or diminishing of funds.  

The situation is even worse when the "supply" of information it is 
made through means of mass communication.  

In this case, the multiplier effect of these triggers automatically, 
also the supra-dimensioning effects / response "message received.  

On the other hand, an accurate and current information helps the 
receiver to know examples of good practice and, from them, to respond 
constructively and effectively in carrying out various activities. 

It has a major information the quality information in the process of 
designing and drafting projects.  

From the perspective of evaluation, the intrinsic value of 
documents examined is the accuracy, complexity and volume of information 
they contain. 

In fact, it realizes the transfer of information between the applicant 
and the funding, which the evaluator must make a decision.  

It may be (or not) favorable to the emitent, depending on how they 
demonstrated in writing that the conditions imposed by donors are fulfilled.  

Therefore, we insist on the need for transmission to the evaluation 
of correct and complete informations, because any wrong decision can 
influence the selection and amount of funding obtained.  

We even strongly say,, that many projects "misses" to obtain 
financing due to this lack of information or incorrectness, how bad the 
production is, transmission and use of them, but lack of communication 
skills of those  are also involved ..  

Moreover, even if the project gets to be financed, the need to use 
correct and current informations is as acute as in the process of monitoring 
and evaluation, and can directly influence reimbursement, and just in time, 
the amounts spent by recipients of funds. 

In addition, all "dowry information" that SUIM has becomes 
definitive and analysis made by policy makers and strategic planning for 
future funding is definitory.  
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We believe, therefore, that - given the importance of information 
and communication in the process of accessing and managing European 
funds - it requires that they are provided by specialists in the field.  

Therefore, even if until now, these activities were carried out at 
minimal level of quality, it is time for those involved in running these to 
professionalize, both at the level of administration and, especially, the 
business environment.  

It is important, however, that professionalizing cover both 
protagonists of communication - deliver and receiver - in order to obtain the 
reactions and expectations, while, to ensure continuity at senior parameters, 
the whole process.  

Especially that, and even archival storage, information circulating 
in this process are essential for setting up future development. 

The more so as they may increase in importance as far as SUIM 
will be integrated to the European network of information about funding, 
thus becoming a "mirror" for the realities in Romania perimeter, judicious 
and effective use of public money.  

In these circumstances, also appears the desiderate of insurance of 
information and a quality communication and also the need for 
professionals.  

An essential aid - in this approach - it can be the use, at all levels, 
of information technology - IT.  

They generate a number of specific advantages (increased volume 
of storage, transmission gear, various possibilities of multiplication of 
information and connections between the protagonists, convenience of 
access, etc.) and more worries (related, first, to security systems and 
confidentiality of data / information used). 

What seems important it is that - to use IT in this process - means 
to operate the unit and to use standardized information, procedures up to 
(even specific books), with clearly defined and, especially, people trained -- 
mental and professional - for such a style, modern and efficient working.  

Otherwise, any disorder (error) which occurs can be fatal to such a 
system, causing major adverse effects.  

Unfortunately, in the management of information specific to 
funding from European funds, were already saw a number of hesitations or 
syncope.  
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Short and long term, they can produce undesirable effects, 
consumption of resources and time and even confusion among users of all 
types. 

Considered as a model of efficient and transparent management of 
public money, the mechanism of accessing European funds may seem, in 
such circumstances, poor and unsafe.  

Which could weaken citizens' confidence in European practice, and 
in the good intentions of the Community institutions.  

For policy makers, to ensure appropriate management of the 
institutional framework of European funds, this means an additional 
responsibility, especially towards the most important resource is involved in 
this process - human resource.  

From this perspective, our view is that the Operational Programs of 
Technical Assistance for Development of Human Resources and 
Administrative Capacity Development have "still plenty of opportunities 
unused enough.  

Especially if they are made in conjunction with local resources and 
the real needs to professionalize of those involved in accessing the funds 
they are, in fact, in a competition with a limit of-time, with deadlines and  
with the assumed levels for their absorption. 
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