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The necessity in paper elaboration is to know in detail the supply and the 
consumption needs of this main product which are potato, being very 
kneed that this crop represent one of the main products in feeding the 
people in the north of the country. The Suceava County are one of the 
main potato producers from Romania, the output acquired being enough 
to satisfy local demand and the surplus succeed to cover in large measure 
the needs of this products on national level. 
Analysing the statistic data result that the main suppliers are: Milişăuţi-
25.019 tons, Moara-20.326 tons, Cornu Luncii-14.585 tons, Todireşti-
14.286 tons, Bosanci-13.030 tons, Calafindeşti-12.490 tons, Caşvana-
11.946 tons. The important potato outputs are acquired also in others 
commune of the county, nearly 10.000 tons ( Grăniceşti , Dărmăneşti , 
Fântânele , Gălăneşti ). 
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As a complex economic category, the offer must be studied as wares 
production (evaluated by quantity or value), as well as an economic process 
where the goods flux gets through different phases, in the production stage 
and that of consumption, as it follows: wares production, goods entries, 
stocks and sales. 

The offer analysis, as an essencial element of the market, aims at the 
knowledgement of the forming sources, of its volume and structure, 
influencing factors, dynamical evolution and territorial location, of 
tendencies under the aspect of its components and alignment to the market 
standards, of market permeability degree, of offer durability, etc. The study 
of potato production offer is absolutely necessary, knowing the fact that 
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Romania is the forth European country (regarding the annual average 
consumption per inhabitant), potato being considered by Romanians the 
most important after bread, as it is a basic aliment in the nourishment ration. 

The analysis of potato production offer is necessary and derives 
from the next grounds:  

1 potato is a basic aliment in the daily nourishment of people, thanks 
to its rich contents of glucides, mineral salts, vitamines, proteine, the annual 
average consumption in the period 2001-2006 oscilating between 88-
98kg/inhabitant; 

2 potato offers the possibility of preservation during a long period of 
time (including winter time) when the fresh traditional vegetables offer is 
lower and available at higher prices;  

3 occupies one of the first places regarding the consumption of 
caloric energy, dry substance and proteine per unity of cultivated surface; 

The continuous development of potato crops must be a component in 
the durable enhancement of Romanian economy in the context on European 
Union integration, but in order to reach to the international markets, the 
production must correspond to the quality standards required by the 
European Union. 
 

MATERIAL AND METHOD 
 

The study was conducted in the agroeconomic area Suceava, which 
has a high bent for potato cultivation. The importance of the area results 
from the fact that it has a large number of potato growers in the public 
domain (Station of Agricultural Research-Developement Suceava), but even 
more in the private domain (Milişăuţi, Moara, Cornu Luncii, Todireşti, 
Bosanci, Calafindeşti, Caşvana, etc). 

In order to highlight the main aspects regarding the potato 
merchandising in Suceava county, there were examined several indicators, 
such as: cultivated area, total production, average yield per hectare, supply, 
prices, distribution, promotion. 

The analysed indicators were from the period 2006-2008, when were 
used more classical methods, of which we mention: simple division, 
comparison, substitution, the analysis of specific indicators, the coefficients 
of elasticity, etc. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 
The agroeconomic area Suceava - situated in Moldova Plateau, at 

altitudes ranging between 300-500 m, comprises the agricultural lands of the 
Station of Agricultural Research-Developement Suceava (Iliseşti and 
Veresti farms), as well as the agricultural area from Ipoteşti, Liteni-Moara, 
Mitoc, Moara, Pătrăuţi, Plopeni, Reuşeşti, Salcia, Sf. Ilie, Stroieşti, Udeşti şi 
Vereşti (figure 1).  

 
Figure 1 – The position of zone agro- economic region of Suceava 

 

The most widespread soils are those from chernozem group, but the 
main type is that of levigated chernozem, at different phases of levigation. A 
great weight is possessed by coastal and depression lawns, as well as some 
alluvial soils. The dependence of potato cultivation on the existent 
pedoclimatic conditions, is conditioning its production in some very 
favourable areas where we meet the oversupply situation, and in other areas, 
which are less favourable, potato occupies small surfaces or it is not 
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cultivated at all, the demand thus exceeding the supply. 
The price of potato in the areas where supply is greater than 

demand, is lower than in other regions. 
The potato distribution in the areas with demand greater than 

supply, increases the costs of transport. 
The potato offer in Suceava County shows a slow evolution in 

termes of quantity, being influenced, on one hand, by local production, and 
on the other hand by the total quantity imported. 

Analysed from this point of view, it can be appreciated that the 
market share of potato in local production had an oscilating 
development, sometimes contradictory to the evolution of the consumer 
demand, especially after 1989 (period 1993-1994), when due to the changes 
which occured in the structure of agricultural land owership and the 
economic crisis in agriculture, the prices increased strongly; and then, 
between 1997-1999, the offer met the demand on the local market and it 
could be created a surplus which led to the recovery on the external market. 

Given the new directions of organization and development of 
agricultural activities, in accordance with the requirements of integration in 
the European Union and in agroeconomic yona Suceava, it was acted in a 
way that promoted modern and efficient forms of agricultural exploitations 
organization, whose structure and evolution in the period 2005-2008 
highlights the tendency of producers to associate with each other in various 
forms.(table 1) 

Table 1 
The evolution of organisational mode of agricultural structure of the 

Suceava County 

Specification  2005 2006 2007 2008 

2008 % 
compare 

with 
2005 

Commercial farms 305 316 326 395 129,5 
Family  agricultural associative 43 54 61 65 151,2 
Producers partener - - 3 10 - 
Associative parteners - - - 18 - 

The relatively modest results recorded in vegetal production, 
including potato cultivation, are a consequence of a delayed restructuring 
and privatization process which took place step by step. In the period under 
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review, it could be founded a process of agriculture revitalizing, which can 
be explained through a series of measures initiated both, at the level of 
communes from the agroeconomic area Suceava, as well as throughout the 
county. 

Thus, if in 2007 there were awarded a total of 17,331 certificates to 
the farm holders, in 2008 the number rose to 22,846. In addition to this, 
through the European agricultural Fund for Rural Development, were 
printed and distributed a total of 500 brochures ( "Practical guideline 
FEADR"), which were a holder of information that formed the basis of the 
seminar on FEADER issues, organized in Gura Humorului, attended by 
over 130 representatives of farmers and local authorities from North-East 
Developement Region. 

Also, in collaboration with providers of training and professional 
improvement, was organized the "Project Management" course, which was 
attended by 27 employees of city halls. 

In 2008, the agricultural development of Suceava county had several 
priorities: the reform of land owership, the stimulation of peasants to 
transform their households into family agricultural farms with commercial 
purpose, middle class formation in rural areas in the context of rural 
developement and modernization. 

The provisions of the European standards established for vegetal 
production and the grants conferred for some crops, contributed to an 
increase in average production/ha in 2008, compared to the former years, at 
main crops, including the potato one (table 2). 

Table 2 
The evolution of average yield realized on main crops from Suceava 

County, between 2006-2008 – Kg/ha 

Main crops 2006 2007 2008 

% 
compare 

with 
2006 

Grain 3 169 2 898 3 277 103,4 
Rye 2 799 2 467 2 720 97,2 
Maize 3 062 3 439 4 200 137,2 
Sugar Beets  20 954 22 380 24 000 114,5 
Potatoes 13066 14 875 18 200 139,3 

Average yields per hectare were also influenced by the 
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unfavourable weather conditions (floods, drought, late frosts, etc.), 
especially in 2007, fact shown by the analysis of the submitted data. 

The potato offer in Suceava county was directly influenced by the 
total area planted and the average yields obtained per unit surface. 
The most important agricultural crop in Suceava County is the potato crop, 
which had the highest growth of production. 

In 2008, on the analyzed territory, were cultivated with potato 
31,142ha out of the total 175,908ha, representing 17.7% and were obtained 
488,956 tones, carrying out an average production of 15.7 tons per hectare. 

At the moment, in Suceava county there are two types of potato 
cultivators:  

1 companies with a share of 30% of all growers who apply the latest 
generation technologies, using certified quality seed, which meets the 
European standards and thus obtain a high production which can exceed 40 
tons per hectare; 

2 private cultivators, producers who cultivate the potato from its 
own seed, by traditional methods, and whose production per hectare is less 
than average.  

The potato market in Suceava county is one of the markets with a 
favourable supply-demand report; the production is sufficient to satisfy the 
needs of local consumption, and there also results a surplus which largely 
contributes at ensuring the customer needs at national level.  

In the agroeconomic area Suceava, the most important potato 
suppliers on the market are the individual producers. (table 3). 

Table 3 
The most important potato suppliers on the market of Suceava County 

Nr. crt. Localities 
Total supplies 

tone 
Trade share-

% 
1 Milişăuţi 25.019 5,11 
2 Moara 20.326 4,15 
3 Cornu Luncii 14.585 2,98 
4 Todireşti 14.286 2,92 
5 Bosanci 13.030 2,66 
6 Calafindeşti 12.490 2,55 
7 Caşvana 11.946 2,44 
8 Others communes 377.274 77,19 

Total Suceava county 488956 100,0 
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  On the market there are also other potato providers, with a lower 
market share (under 2.0 %) from localities Grăniceşti, Dărmăneşti, 
Fântânele, Gălăneşti etc. 

In the rural area, the largest share of potato consumption is ensured 
by autoproducers, while the urban population acquires the potato from the 
market. 

For instance, in Suceava city there are five major markets located in 
the most crowded areas of the city: Piaţa Centrală, Piaţa Mică George 
Enescu, Piaţa Obcinelor, Piaţa Burdujeni and Piata Iţcani . 

The main potato suppliers of Suceava city are geographically 
situated at relatively small distances (30-40 km), the access is done by roads 
and railway, with private or rented means of transport, as there are not 
necessary special methods of packiging, marking, storage and transport. 

The customers are represented by individual households and public 
institutions (hospitals, military units, educational institutions) and other 
companies which provide their employees food canteens, restaurants or 
other catering.  

 
     SUPPLIERS      CONSUMERS  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 2 – The diagram of the main potato suppliers of Suceava city 
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CONCLUSIONS 
 

1. The potato has been and remains one of the main crops in 
Romania, a second loaf of Romanians, as it is a basic aliment in the ration of 
food. 

2. The potato supply in the national production has had an unsteady 
evolution since 1989, due to the environmental factors on one hand, and the 
social factors on the other (excessive division of the areas, decapitalization 
of agriculture, lack of technological and economico-organizatorial 
information, etc)  

3. In order to support the potato cultivators it is necesarry to create 
some associations of groups of producers, with viable surfaces on which 
they can apply improved technelogies, as well as intelligent management 
and marketing tools. 

4. By applying a programme of concrete and coherent measures to 
support the potato producers, will be created the prerequisites of a profitable 
business, with positive effeects on the increase of the rural areas' living 
standards. 
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