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 The complexity of the aspects regarding the human development is 
quantified by the indicator named “The Human Development Index”, 
with three essential components: longevity, education level and living 
standard. Romania made progress in the last years, by surpassing the 
value of 0,800 in 2004 and 0,808 in 2005. These results determine a place 
for Romania among the high Human Development Index countries, due to 
the improvements in all the components of HDI Index, with great increase 
of the standard of living. Evan this, Romania still holds the last position 
within the European Union countries. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Starting from January 2007, Romania is a full member of European 
Union. In this new political context, the improvement of the quality of the 
citizen’s life is essential. The purpose of this study is to disseminate the 
progress made by our country regarding the Human Development Index. 
The analysis of the human development in Romania is based on the data 
from the “National Human Development Report – Romania, 2007”, of the 
United Nations Development Program – UNDP.  

This report shows that Romania finally gained a place among the 
countries with high Human Development Index, but this progress is not 
enough, because of its last position within the European Union countries. In 
2004, Romania was situated on the 60th position among 177 countries 
analysed. The data of the National Institute for Statistics shows the 
improvement of the HDI in 2005, by gaining the value of 0,808. [1] 
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MATERIAL AND METHOD 

 
The methodology of calculating the Human Development Index was 

established by The United Nations Development Programs. The HDI Index 
has three subcomponents: the longevity – measured by life expectancy at 
birth, the education level – measured by weighted mean between population 
literacy rate (with a share of 3 thirds) and gross enrolment ratio (with a 
share of 1 third) and finally the living standard – measured by GDP per 
capita, calculated in US $.  

The adult literacy rate is defined by the United Nations Programs as 
“the percentage of people aged 15 and over having attended or graduated 
school or able to read and write without having graduated school”. The 
gross enrolment rate is represented by “the number of students enrolled in a 
certain education level, whether or not they belong in the relevant age group 
for that level” [1]. 

The HDI is a relative index, with a maximum level of 1, 00. The life 
expectancy at birth can take values between 25 and 85 years, the literacy 
rate between 0% and 100%, the gross enrolment ration between 0% and 
100% and the GDP between 100 and 40000 $ per capita.  

To realize the aggregation of these specific indexes, which reflect 
different aspects of the human development and which are estimated in 
different measure units it has to calculate partial indexes, by using the 
relation: 
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HDi = the real value of the indicator  
HDimin=the minimum level of the indicator 
HDimax= the maximum level of the indicator 
 
The GDP Index is calculated as the difference between logarithmic 

values. Finally, the HDI Index is calculated as an arithmetic mean of these 
three specific indexes: longevity, education and living standard. Each of 
these components was analysed in evolution, by comparing the data 
obtained from Romania with the data obtained from the other EU members.  



LUCRĂRI ŞTIINŢIFICE, SERIA I, VOL. XI (2) 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

 
Romania made a lot of progress regarding the human development, 

by gaining the value of 0,800 in 2004 and 0,808 in 2005. This fact is due to 
the improvement of the three components: longevity, education level and 
living standard. The contribution of the education at the growth of HDI is 
very small, the level of education being constant in the period 1995 – 2005. 

The evolution of the HDI and its components for Romania, 1995-2005
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Fig. 1: The evolution of the HDI and its components for Romania, 1995-2005 
Source: National Human Development Report – Romania, 2007 
 

The life expectancy Index had an ascendant trend, due to the 
improvement of the indicators of health, as a consequence of the Programs 
implemented by The Romanian Ministry of Health. The most important role 
in the growth of HDI was played by the GDP/capita. The economic growth 
and the low inflation rates contributed to the positive evolution of the GDP 
Index, from 0,686 in 1995, to 0,752 in 2005. This evolution is determined 
by the activities which contributed to the formation of GDP. The service 
sector had an increasing contribution, while the agricultural sector had a 
decreasing one (Table 1). In the last years, 2000-2006, it can be observed an 
improvement of the proportion between the sectors that contribute at GDP 
formation but also an evolution to the modern structures, characteristics of 
the development economies: the growth of the service sector and the 
decrease of the agricultural one. Although Romania had an economic 
growth, the gap between Romania and the average EU 25 still remains 
significant. The GDP per capita of Romania, measured in purchasing power 
standard, represents 34,1% of the average EU 25 GDP per capita in 2005.  
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Table 1 

The evolution of GDP, by category of resources (%) 
Sectors 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
Total 100,00 100,00 100,00 100,00 100,00 100,00 100,00 
Agriculture 11,07 13,38 11,43 11,57 12,60 8,43 7,81 

Industry 27,31 27,67 28,13 25,05 24,67 24,64 24,27 
Constructions 4,89 5,34 5,80 5,81 5,94 6,41 7,43 

Trade 10,25 9,13 8,60 8,51 9,07 9,76 10,60 
Other services 34,98 33,80 35,57 37,85 36,98 39,07 38,17 

Taxes 10,96 10,44 10,41 11,17 10,66 11,7 11,47 
Import Duties 1,13 0,77 0,618 0,673 0,662 0,711 0,709 
Subsidies -0,58 -0,52 -0,56 -0,63 -0,58 -0,73 -0,46 

Source: National Institute of Statistics, 2007 
 

The progress of Romania regarding the specific indexes and the HDI 
Index is significant, but, comparing the value of 0,800 obtained in 2004 with 
the average of UE 27 of 0,905, it is obvious that the difference between 
Romania and the developed countries is still very big (Table 2) 
Unfortunately, Romania still holds the last position within the European 
Union countries. In 2004, Bulgaria had a better Index (0,816). 

Table 2 
The evolution of HDI in Romania, UE 15, UE 25 and UE 27 

 1990 1995 2000 2004 
EU 15 Average 0,891 0,913 0,931 0,940 

EU 25 Average 0,868 0,880 0,901 0,913 
EU 27 Average 0,861 0,872 0,892 0,905 

Bulgaria 0,794 0,783 0,797 0,816 
România 0,775 0,770 0,778 0,800 

 Source: National Human Development Report – Romania, 2007 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
 

 The HDI Index had a positive evolution in the period 1990-2005, 
due to the economic growth, but Romania still holds the last position within 
the EU countries. In the actual world context, it is very possible that HDI 
Index decrease, due to the major problems of the crises that affect the global 
economy, reflected in the decrease of GDP and the increase of poverty rate. 
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