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This study presents some basic rules of the Hungarian law of data 
protection in connection with the Hungarian agricultural system. I also 
present two cases of the Hungarian Parliamentary Commissioner of Data 
Protection, which deal with the publicity of data of farmers 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
After a long parliamentary debate on the 17th of November 1992, the 

Act on the protection of personal data and public access to data of public 
interest was promulgated in Hungary, which came into force on the 1st of 
May 1993 (hereafter referred to as Avtv., the usual Hungarian abbreviation 
for the Act). 

The Avtv. regulates the right to informational self-determination and 
the freedom of information in one act, moreover regulates these rights in 
consideration of each other. The Avtv. orders a parliamentary commissioner 
for the protection of the two basic rights. According to László Majtényi, the 
first Hungarian Parliamentary Commissioner of Data protection, this 
solution comes from Canada: the first act was created in the province of 
Quebec 1982. “In Europe, Hungary has been followed in the adoption of 
this model by Brandenburg, Berlin and, most recently, Great Britain.” 

In this study I try to show the effect of the Avtv. on the Hungarian 
agricultural system. Firstly, I will summarize some cases from the practice 
of Hungarian Parliamentary Commissioner for Data Protection and Freedom 
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of Information. Then I will present the Hungarian system of the statistical 
agricultural data collecting. 
 

THE PRACTICE OF HUNGARIAN PARLIAMENTARY 
COMMISSIONER FOR DATA PROTECTION AND FREEDOM OF 

INFORMATION 
The Parliamentary Commissioner hadn’t got much case correlating 

with agriculture, perhaps because the big problems of agriculture aren’t in 
the area of data protection. 

In 1998 the Parliamentary Commissioner found that data of farmers, 
who came in for agricultural support, are public, except their personal data. 
In the Commissioner’s opinion the publicity is had to cover the names of the 
farmers, the conditions and the values of the supports, and those data which 
are connected with the performing of conditions of supports. 

According to the Avtv. “personal data shall mean any data relating 
to a specific (identified or identifiable) natural person as well as any 
conclusion with respect to the data subject which can be inferred from such 
data”. So the name, address, citizenship or other identification data of the 
farmer are personal data. These data are in the support application form, 
because these are necessary for the public administration for identifying 
farmers. But not the whole data circle are public, because citizen, who wants 
to exercise his right to the freedom of information, can’t know personal data 
of other citizens. They only know data connected with the working of the 
state and public administration. So this data circle are public and sometimes 
it must contains some personal data, because without these the public data 
would be unmeaning. So citizens have got the right to know how much 
money have been paid for agriculture supports by the state and how this sum 
of money has been split among the farmers, but they haven’t got the right to 
identifying fully the supported farmers. Citizens can’t ask data of 
agricultural supports from the farmers, because these are their personal data, 
they can ask these data only from the public administration, because in this 
context the data are public data. 

In another case (in 2003) the Parliamentary Commissioner examined 
the data of tenants, who hire properties of local governments. The 
Commissioner found that data of agricultural primary producers, who hire 
properties of local governments, are public, because according to Paragraph 
(3) of Article 81 of the Hungarian Civil Code data, which related with using 



LUCRĂRI ŞTIINŢIFICE, SERIA I, VOL. XI (3) 

and utilization of the properties of local governments, can’t be trade secrets. 
In the Commissioner’s opinion the following data of agricultural primary 
producers are public: the name of the agricultural primary producer, the 
rental of the agricultural acreage and the conditions of the tenancy contract. 
According to the Avtv. the conditions of tenancy contract are data of public 
interest, except those data which don’t connect with the performing of the 
legal transaction. So when the contract is publicized, these data is had to 
cover (for example data related with taxation or payment of contributions). 

On the grounds of the train of thought above, the tenancy contract 
can be pronounced as a trade secret by the tenants, but the same contract is 
data connected with the working of state or a local government. And the 
working of state and local governments must be transparent. So if a citizen 
wants to know the details of a tenancy contract, it is public, if he ask data 
from the state or a local government. And citizen can know personal data of 
the tenant also. 

THE PROTECTION OF THE REGISTER OF AGRICULTURAL 
EXPERTS AND ADVISORS 

The Act CXIV of 1997 on the development of agriculture orders that 
the government has to create a register of agricultural experts, which 
contains personal data of experts and advisors. Some data of the register are 
public on grounds of public interest. This category of data is between 
personal data and public data, and contains personal data or trade secrets. 
The publication of these data is ordered by an act and the publication is had 
to base on public interest. 

We can’t find the definition of public data on ground of public 
interest in the Directive of 95/46/EC of the European Parliament and of the 
Council or in the Convention of the Council of Europe for the protection of 
individuals with regard to automatic processing of personal data. 

It is a Hungarian speciality, which is a part of the Hungarian glass-
pocket program. The category of public data on ground of public interest 
was come into force with the modifying of the Avtv. in 2005. The definition 
means “any data, not falling under the definition of data of public interest, 
the making public or accessibility of which is provided for by an Act on 
grounds of public interest”. So public data on ground of public interest are 
such data, which are not public data, because these aren’t handled by the 
data controller of public data or these are personal data. 



FACULTATEA DE MANAGEMENT AGRICOL 

According to the Avtv. public data on ground of public interest are 
such data, the making public or accessibility of which is provided for by an 
act on grounds of public interest, so these can be trade secret, bank secret, 
insurance secret, state secret, medical personal data, etc. 

The following data of agricultural experts are public on grounds of 
public interest: name, address, telephone number, e-mail, fax number (if the 
data subject objects to it), name of speciality, registration number, date of 
registration, number and date of the expert identity card, certified expert 
title. 

The personal data of the register can be transferred to only defined 
organizations: courts, counsels, secret services. But these organisations can 
use data in scope of theirs duties. 

THE STATISTICAL AGRICULTURAL DATA COLLECTING IN 
HUNGARY 

The Act CXIV of 1997 on the development of agriculture orders that 
a state’s register of agriculture is had to work. The Hungarian government 
ordered an all-inclusive and a representative agricultural draft. 

Farmers, who came in for agricultural support, liable for data supply 
for the state’s register. They supply data of identification (name, address, 
seat or premise, registration number) and data of their farming. 
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