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Sustainable development is a central objective of EU policy. Through 
integration within the EU, Romania automatically adopted this objective. 
The theory of sustainable development is a relatively new one and is still 
developing. The concept of sustainable development was outlined in a 
moment when the subject of environment was in the forefront of political 
debate. Sustainable development is now accepted as a primary objective 
of economic and social activity. Brundtland Report defines “sustainable 
development” as the development that fulfills the needs of present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to satisfy their own needs. 
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 The definition of sustainable development proposed by Brundtland 

Commission report was inspired, at least in intent, by the principle of 
intergenerational equity, a principle of distributive justice that has been 
enunciated by the American philosopher John Rawls (1921-2002). But more 
than that, the committee coordinated by Gro Harlem Brundtland defined 
sustainable development as a problem with multiple objectives, whose 
management requires to achieved a “triple performance” (the triple bottom 
line). Brundtland principles and Agenda 21 have shown discursively, the 
emergence of an environmental acute and global problem. Adopted by the 
signatory countries of the Declaration of Rio de Janeiro in 1992, Agenda 21 
is a program of actions for the XXI century, actions directed towards 
achieving sustainable development, which means the fight against poverty 
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and social exclusion, production of consumer goods and services 
development and environmental protection. 

The future development of mankind has been designed in a systemic, 
inclusive vision, designed to meet the equalization needs of opportunities 
for the generations that exist and succeed on Earth. The outlined picture of 
the future development combines into a whole, the sustained economic 
growth with preservation and improvement of environment, equity, justice 
and the affirmation of democracy in social life. 

Key issue of sustainable development is the reconciliation between 
two human aspirations, which by their content are supporting the necessity 
of economic and social development, but also of environment conservation, 
the only way to increase the quality of life. To say that sustainable 
development (sustainability) is identifiable with an exclusive focus on state-
centered environment, or “preserving” the environment, means an 
oversimplification and an impoverishment of the concept of “sustainable 
development”. In reality, sustainability necessarily involves three aspects 
(called “Brundtland principles”): 

1. environmental issue; 
2. an economic issue;  
3. a social issue. 
Concerns about sustainable development dates back over 30 years 

when the Conference on Environment in Stockholm (1972) was agreed on 
the need for unrelenting answer questions posed by the deterioration of the 
environment, prevention of worsening ecological imbalances and to ensure 
environmental balance on Earth. 

The Rio Declaration, Principle 1 states that “human beings are at the 
heart of concerns for sustainable development”.* The starting point in 
formulating the concept of sustainable development is the World 
Commission on Environment and Development of the United Nations, 
known as the Brundtland Report, which recorded the idea that “humanity 
has the capacity to achieve sustainable development - to ensure the 
coverage of current needs without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs”† 

                                                
* Cristina Ionescu ,Politici de management de mediu, 2003. 
† The World Commission on Environment and Development, OCDE, Paris, 1987, pag. 43   
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The concept of sustainable development, considered a new paradigm 
of development, was promoted in 1980 by the International Union for 
Nature Conservation, but limited to conservation, with limited impact on 
government thinking level. Therefore, the development of this concept is 
related to the establishment within the UN in 1983, of the World 
Commission on Environment and Development, which is charged by the 
United Nations General Assembly to develop a long term strategy on 
environment, to base a system of environmental protection factors, taking 
into account the relationships between population, resources, environment 
and development and to define long-term issues and efforts to address 
relevant environmental themes. These objectives and strategies were 
presented in the Brundtland Report (1987), which has been subject of 
discussions at the World Conference in Rio de Janeiro (1992). 

In time, the formulation of the concept has seen continuous 
improvement, by new details and new tools for sustainable development, the 
world states participating in a series of conferences and meetings 
worldwide, giving importance to the Monterey Conference on Finance for 
Development and to the Ministerial Conference in Doha, which established 
a clear deep vision, on the future of human society. In continuation of these 
international concerns, in 2002, in Johannesburg (South Africa), was held 
the World Summit on Sustainable Development, which examined how to 
achieve the targets set a decade ago in Rio de Janeiro. At the World Summit 
in Johannesburg, along with the exhaustive analysis made by the end of a 
decade at the World Conference in Rio de Janeiro, they have established 
new lines of action that were included in the Declaration of Johannesburg. 
Thus, it marks the moment when the mankind began to recognize that 
environmental issues are inseparable from the welfare and economic 
processes in general. 

The content of sustainable development is expressed through a set of 
dimensions compatible with each other, which ensure that present needs 
without jeopardizing the interests of future generations.  

Protecting the environmental values is integrated into the project of 
sustainable development. To achieve sustainable development, 
environmental protection must constitute an integral part of any 
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development process and can not be considered in isolation from these. 
Dependence and interdependence between man and nature was reflected in 
the World Charter for Nature. 

Humanity is part of nature and life depends on the uninterrupted 
functioning of natural systems which ensure the supply of energy and 
nutrients. Although explicit recognition of the dependence of human nature 
is relatively new, most international agreements for environmental 
protection were recognized at least implicitly, the interdependence of 
ecosystems and anthropogenic systems. For example, links between 
countries that share a certain natural resource represents some of the reasons 
underlying the rules on the allocation of natural resources and trans-frontier 
pollution. 

After Thomas Sterner, sustainability is presented as a unit of three 
dimensions - economic, social and environmental. Economical joined 
ecological influence the economical growth processes by affecting natural 
resources and biodiversity; social overlay ecological ensures a rational use 
of natural resources, a biodiversity conservation, a respect for nature 
through culture and education.* Academician N.N. Constantinescu interprets 
the content of sustainable development through the four dimensions - 
economic, technical, environmental and human, united in a dynamic and 
flexible working process. The optimum level corresponds to the 
development that can be supported by the four dimensions. Sustainable 
development, as defined in the Brundtland Report, is closely associated with 
the objective of fairness between generations. This objective recognizes the 
responsibility of each generation to be fair to future generations. Present 
generation must leave future generations a legacy as “wealth” at least equal 
to that which they themselves have inherited it from the previous 
generation. Minimum fulfilling of this objective requires highlighting the 
principles relating to sustainable use of natural resources and to avoid any 
irreversible damage to the environment. Sustainable development is carried 
out based on the major principles that characterize it: 

• concern for equity and fairness between countries and between 
generations;  

                                                
* Sterner, T., Economic Policies for Sustainable Development, Ed. Kluwer Academic 

Publishers, London, 1994, pag. 75   
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• long-term vision on the process of development;  
• systemic thinking, interconnection between economy, society and 

environment. 
In support of these general principles, the concept of sustainable 

development is characterized by fluidity, revealed by many of his 
interpretations. Therefore, from the first formulations of the concept of 
sustainable development until present moment, its content has seen 
continuous improvement, by adding new coordinated theoretical, 
methodological and practical values, which find reflection in more than 60 
interpretations. We mention only some formulations of the concept, with 
more general character, such as: “sustainability refers to the ability of a 
society, ecosystem, or any such existing system to work continuously in the 
indefinitely future without reaching the exhaustion of its key 
resources”(Robert Gilman, President of Context Institute); “sustainability 
is the doctrine of emergency through which the development and economic 
progress must take place and maintain in time, within the limits set by 
ecology in the widest sense – by the interdependence of human beings and 
their jobs, the biosphere and the laws of physics and chemistry that generate 
it ... It follows that environmental protection and development are indeed 
antagonistic processes (Rockelshaus, WD, Toward a Sustainable Word, 
Scientific American, September, 1989), but in our opinion can be optimized 
and harmonized, “a community must be supported downstream by the 
current and future residents. Some places, by the combination of specific 
physical, cultural and spiritual characteristics, are inspiring people to care 
for their community. These are places where sustainability has the best 
chance of existence, of maintenance” (Martin, MA, Sustainable Community 
Profile, Winter, 1995). 

In other words, sustainability is not limited to environmental aspects 
of sustainable development on the contrary, the concept is a global one, all 
factors agronomic, economic and social being of equal importance and 
concern to optimize resources, environmental management and ensuring an 
abundant and stable production.* In the Stockholm Declaration, Principle 1 
declares that “... the man has a solemn responsibility to protect and improve 
the environment for present and future generations”. Responsibility 
between the generations was reaffirmed at the Rio Conference, as a central 
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component to sustainable development orientation. Therefore in the Rio 
Declaration, Principle 3 stipulates the right to development that must be 
done in such a way as to meet equitably the needs of development and the 
environment of present and future generations. In one of the most 
controversial provisions of the Rio Declaration, the developed countries 
explicitly recognize their primary responsibility for this environmental 
degradation and environmental remediation. Also in the Rio Declaration, 
but in principle 7 it is stated that “... the developed countries recognize their 
responsibility in the international race for sustainable development, under 
the pressure that their societies exercise over the global environment and 
technology and financial resources that they control”. 

Principle 10 of Rio Declaration clarifies the meaning of “real public 
participation” as it follows: “environmental issues are best handled through 
participation at the relevant level by all affected citizens. At national level, 
each individual shall have appropriate access to information held by public 
authorities on the environment, including information on hazardous 
materials and activities in their communities and should be able to 
participate in decision-making. States must facilitate and encourage public 
awareness and participation by a wide release of information. They should 
provide real access to legal and administrative proceedings, including 
redressing and remediation of harmonious economic development, 
responsible governance, ensuring social cohesion and human- nature 
binomial, issues that are revealed by the principles of sustainable 
development”, formulated in Agenda 21 of the World Conference on 
Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro (1992). These principles 
included: 

• people must be at the centre of all development initiatives; 
• seeking solutions to the problem must be through a holistic 

approach, making use of science and technology;  
• encouraging human communities to recognize cultural, moral and 

spiritual values;  
• capacitate the communities to self determination respecting their 

rights to development;  
• national sovereignty implies security for people and environmental 

quality;  
• gender equality;  
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• peace, order and national unity;  
• social justice, equity space, and intra and intergenerational, in order 

to ensure equitable distribution of resources and providing equal 
opportunities for society members; 

• democratic participation in decision making process; 
• institutional sustainability to ensure the convergence of interests of 

different groups;  
• sustainable economic development based on equity between 

communities, age, social class, ethnic groups, geographic areas, generations, 
etc.;  

• human population distribution so as not to exceed the support 
capacity of the environment;  

• environmental health through the recognition of nature as a 
common heritage for future generations;  

• equity between bio-geographic areas in the management of natural 
resources;  

• global cooperation of nations on Earth. 
To achieve this goal it is necessary to promote specific strategies, 

grounded in the theoretical, economic, social, technological, political, 
cultural, ecological and institutional level. 

Sustainable development principles are and will continue to be the 
subject of wide discussion and debate on the national and international level 
but, in general terms, they are currently well established and conceptualistic. 
Economic development is important for any society, but its benefits must be 
greater than the costs, including costs related to conservation and 
environmental protection. In this context, attention should focus on ways in 
which these principles can and should be applied in various sectors of the 
economy and social development. 

The Aarhus Convention on information access, public participation in 
decision-making and access to justice in environmental issues is the most 
impressive development of the Principle 10 of Rio Declaration. It was 
adopted at the Fourth Ministerial Conference on “Environment for Europe” 
and represents a new form of international agreement on the environment. 
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The Aarhus Convention* is a statement of awareness that sustainable 
development can only be achieved through the participation of all those 
involved and focuses on the interactions between the public and public 
authorities in a democratic context, but also initiates a new process for 
public participation in negotiation and implementation of international 
agreements. The Rio Summit has steadfastly brought on public arena the 
environmental protection and development issues. Together with Agenda 21 
and the Rio Declaration, an agreement was made on two binding 
conventions.  

Robert Allen defines sustainability as a use of “species and ecosystem 
at the levels and the ways which enable them to renew themselves for any 
practical purpose ... development that produce human needs in the long 
term and improves quality of life “.† 

R. Goodland and G. Ledec believes that “sustainable development is a 
model of structural and social economic transformation that optimizes 
economic and social available benefits, without jeopardizing the potential 
that can probably get similar benefits in the future...sustainable development 
implies using renewable natural resources so as to not be depleted or 
degraded, or not to diminished their usefulness for future 
generations...implies also the depletion of non-renewable energy at a rate 
that ensures a high probability of transition to renewable energy sources...”.‡ 

J.K. Lynam and R.W. Herdt define sustainability as “the ability of a 
system to maintain output at an approximately equal level or higher than its 
historical average.§  

According to the opinion of David Pearce, “sustainability criterion 
requires necessary conditions for equal access to basic resources, which will 
be valid for each generation, and includes: a set of constraints that determine 
the rates of resources consumption should not be higher than their natural 
regeneration rates; using the environment “as a place of waste storage, so 

                                                
* Convention on access to information, public participation in decision-making and access 
to justice in environmental matters, Aarhus, Denmark, 1998 
†Robert, A., How to save the World Barnes and Noble Books, New Jersey, 1980    
‡Goodland, R., Ledec, G., Neoclasical economics and principles of sustainable 
development, 1987, Ecological Modelling, 38   
§Lynam, J.K., Herdt, R.W., Sense and Sustainability: Sustainability as an Objective, 
International Agricultural Research, 1989   
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that rates of waste production does not exceed the rates of assimilation 
(naturally) by the corresponding ecosystems.* 

In his conception M.K. Tolba, the executive director of the Program 
on the Environment of the United Nations, shows that sustainable 
development aims to help the very poor, because they have no other option 
than to destroy their environment; the idea of a secure development, within 
the constraints imposed by natural resource development; idea of cost-
effectiveness development, using various economic criteria of traditional 
approaches, which means that development must neither degrade the 
environment or reduce productivity in the long term; important problems 
related to health control, appropriate technologies, safe food, clean water 
and shelter for all.† In the process of local level sustainable planning is 
necessary to take account of certain principles:  

• sustainable development is carried out for citizens and with citizen 
participation;  

• sustainable development is based on a long term vision, which is 
defined by consensus being the process of community groups consultation;  

• sustainable planning integrates environmental, economic and social 
priorities;  

• sustainable planning should be included in the budget process to 
ensure financial hedging for the developed strategies; 

• sustainable development priorities are identified based on existing 
multilateral analyses, prognoses possible risks, examining interdependencies 
between local, national and global challenges;  

• monitoring the process of sustainable development based on local 
performance indicators;  

• a sustainable development strategy is being developed under the 
existing programs and policies of development, encouraging convergence, 
complementarities and coherence between different policies in place; 

• broad community participation helps to launch new ideas, issues to 
be addressed to identify capabilities required for submitted proposals to 
develop a necessary consensus for priority actions;  

                                                
* Pearce, D.W., Optimal prices for sustainable development, în Collard, D., Pearce, D., 
Ulph, A. Economics, Growth and Sustainable Development, St. Martin's Press, New York   
†Tolba, M.K., Sustainable Development – Constraints and opportunities, Butteworths, 
London, 1987   
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• local strategies for sustainable development are based on local 
resources and capacity, because many of the existing strategies have failed, 
not being implemented because of the lack of capacity and necessary skills 
for effective implementation. 

All these world conferences have influenced the evolution of 
international environmental law. Also in the international environment there 
has been crystallized a number of fundamental principles for environmental 
protection. Being a relatively new field and still in training, law and 
international environmental policy evolve also on the basis of resolutions 
and declarations of international organizations such as the United Nations 
Environment Program, World Health Organization or the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, which played an important role in the 
crystallization of international principles for environmental protection, 
although often these principles are not mandatory. But through repetition 
and state practice, which aim to incorporate these principles into national 
legal systems, they may become mandatory. 
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