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Human potential of a country is an essential factor in economic 
development strategies, but recovery this resource is dependent on 
developments economy. In Romania, the transition was accompanied the 
general decline of economic activity in the long term, with a strong 
negative impact on employment levels labor.  
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Imbalances existing before 1990 on use of labor were emphasized 
during transition, the effect of reduced investment, production and export, 
the process of restructuring and re and branches of economic activities. 
These processes have had strong effects on socio-categories vulnerable to 
structural changes in economy.  

Restructuring activities and the main branches of economy was in an 
unstable economic environment, characterized by a process of recession and 
no adaptability structure of the real economy, affecting the possibilities for 
adjustment of employment according to changes in economy.  

It produced significant changes in the level of Employment by 
sectors, industries, regions, shapes ownership, age, professional status, etc.. 
Reduction chronic level of employment was accompanied by structural 
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changes atypical, bad. By example, significant excess of the population 
employed in Agriculture in Romania is an outdated, not found in any other 
country in transition.  

Table 1  
Dynamics of GDP and employment of work force 

Year 
 

GDP from the 
year above (%) 

Population busy 
at end of year 

(million 
persons) 

Dynamics 
population 

occupied (%) 

1990 -5.6 10.84 100 
1995 7.1 9.49 87.5 
2000 1.6 8.63 79.6 
2001 5.7 8.56 78.9 
2002 5.1 9.23 85.14 
2003 5.2 9.22 85.0 
2004 8.3 9.15 84.4 
2005 4.2 9.14 84.3 
2006 7.9 9.31 85.8 
2007 6.2 9.35 86.2 

Source: calculations based on Statistical Yearbook of Romania, 1991-2008, 
INS  
 

During 1990-2008 the population was busy decreased by about 1.49 
million people (Table. 1). On the delay of privatization and restructuring, 
one of \the main causes of this development was the reduction industrial 
production in the domestic market and narrowing loss of large segments of 
the external market. The reduction in employment persist current upward 
trend in spite of GDP in recent years. In the same context is evolving 
population declines in the share employed in population working age, with 
variable intensity from one year to another, depending on different speeds of 
the various restructuring activity of the development process of economic 
reform in general, but also decrease the total population.  

Thus, the employment population of over 15 years falls from 70% in 
1990 to 60.4% in 1996 and 58.1% in 2001. Task support by the employed 
population of the inactive and unemployed becomes more difficult.  
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Concerning the population structure occupied by groups of age is 
observed share important particularly at age 25 - 34 years and 35 - 49 years 
with a significant potential for participation in work, compared with Group 
15 - 24 years (with a share declining due to increasing school age population 
in employment and lack of seating work for this) and group 50 - 64 years (a 
whose weight is weakening due to the potential anticipated retirement of 
older unemployed long-term). However, there is an increase of population 
having taken over 65 years, mainly due increasing number of people 
employed in agriculture.  

But there are differences on the population structures occupied by 
age group and sex between urban and rural areas. Thus, rural young people 
under 25 years are a much higher percentage of employed population, 
compared to urban areas. This feature can be made in connection with a 
high share of employment in agriculture, industry and which has absorbed 
excess labor working girl, with low level of education. At the same time, the 
high degree of employment of the population over 50 years rural reveals 
increased aging process employment in this area, especially of the female.  

After 1990 were significant changes in employment of labor 
between sectors and branches activity. Thus, between 1990-2008, the effect 
of decreased investment and industrial production (especially by closing 
unprofitable large units) is recorded a loss of jobs and thus the employment 
in the secondary sector (Table 2). To compensate, he excessive increase in 
the share of population employed in the primary process and for returning 
the favor former land owners and business choice agricultural by many 
unemployed who can not benefit the dole. Over employment in agriculture 
was determined by the need for income population available.  

To a lesser extent, people released from secondary could be 
absorbed in the tertiary sector. Power purchase low population did not 
permit an increase in May fast activity in the tertiary sector.  

During 1996-1999, the effect of measures restructuring of activities 
in the extractive industry, metallurgy and other industries, producing 
changes in the structure of employment in industry and regions, made by 
people migrating to areas with a potential for higher employment for the 
while another part become unemployed or leave the labor employment, 
falling under the category of persons deterred. In thus it was that the share 
of employment in agriculture to reach excessive proportions, especially in 
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SV (61.3%) and NE (58.5%). The only area with a Modern population is 
occupied Bucharest.  

Table 2 
Occupied civilian population structure by sector (%) 

Years  Sector 
Primary 

Sector   
Secondary 

Sector 
Tertiary 

1990 29.1 43.5 27.4 
 1995 34.5 33.6 31.9 
1996 35.5 34.3 30.2 
1997 37.6 32.0 30.4 
1998 37.4 30.7 31.9 
1999 40.6 28.4 31.0 
2000  42.7 26.3 31.0 
2001 31.6 27.5 40.9 
2002 33.9 29.9 36.2 
2003 35.7 29.6 34.7 
2004 38.0 30.0 32.0 
2005 39,1 29.0 31,9 
2005 39,1 29.0 31,9 
2006 41.0 29.3 29.7 
2007 42.5 29.3 28.2 

Sources: Statistical Yearbook of Romania, 1991-2008 
 

In the process of restructuring and transition economy market 
observed increase in the share of population employed private sector, along 
with weight reduction in public sector and cooperatives through the creation 
favorable legal and investment process.  

Prevailing in the private sector were those of rural areas working in 
agricultural activities, and agricultural industries have people share 
important employed in the private sector in trade and industry processing.  

In terms of reducing persistent, long an employment, the most 
dramatic decrease is registered number of employees - the most important 
socio-occupational category (Table 3). Thus, population structure by 
professional status is observed in recent years that, although employees hold 
the largest share, though it is decline continues, increasing the 
corresponding weight own-account workers and family workers unpaid. 
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This increase is found in most part in rural areas, especially the female 
population and expresses the reduction of employment and income. 
Reduction number of employers in the period 1998-2001 is such structural 
changes outlined above, an effect of deteriorating general condition of the 
economy.  

Table 3 
Population structure occupied by professional status (%) 

Year  Total 
employme

nt  

Employ
ee 

Employ
er 

Self-
employ
ed 

 

Contri
buting 
family 
worke
r 

 
 

Member 
of 
an  

agricultur
al holding 

or of a 
cooperati

ve 
1995 100.0 60.7 1.4 22.4 14.6 0.9 
1999 100.0 57.8 1.0 22.1 18.7 0.4 
2000 100.0 56.1 1.1 23.1 19.3 0.4 
2001 100.0 55.8 1.2 23.6 19.1 0.3 
2004 100.0 65.9 1.7 18.4 13.9 0.1 
2005 100.0 64.7 1.7 19.6 13.9 0.1 
2006 100.0 66.2 1.6 19.0 13.1 0.1 
2007 100.0 66.2 1.5 19.7 12.5 0.1 

Source: Survey on the work force in households (AMIGO), Statistical 
Yearbook of Romania 1996-2008, I.N.S. 
 

In the formation and capitalization of a working has the importance 
of vocational training. In the year 2007, in Romania, the largest share 
among employment were a people with high school (31.8%), secondary 
(18.2%) and professional (25.0%) employed persons with higher education 
have a share only 13.7%. In the worldwide growth of complex labor share, 
higher qualifying change structure of employment in Romania to levels 
higher education and the best of these resources would be an important 
factor of notice economic and reducing immigration of individuals high 
qualified.  
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In a poor economic environment that is also unevenly structured and 
reformed – such as the one of Romania during the transition period – efforts 
to re-launch economic growth and modernize economic structure, branches, 
and products led to zigzag evolutions, to the need for recovering macro-
economic unbalance, to keep inflation under control, to make the population 
believe in the national currency, to diminish structural deficits, including 
consolidated budget deficit. 

Discrepancies within the mix of economic policies, early relaxation 
of restrictions otherwise necessary, associated with lacks of legal, 
institutional, and behavioral functioning and market malfunction resulted in 
negative effects.  
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