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The study tries to present the main tendencies in the evolution of the 
rural tourism in Romania by using the following indicators:  

- The evolution of the number of boarding houses and their percentage 
from the total accommodation facilities, and also of the accommodation 
capacity (number of existing accommodation places);  
- The percentage of the rural tourism from the total receiving structures 
and total available places;  
- The evolution of the number of tourists who chose the rural areas and 
their percentage from the total foreign and domestic tourists;  
- The percentage of night accommodations in the rural boarding houses 
from the total night accommodations  
- The analysis of the accommodation capacity coefficients per total 
tourism and rural tourism  
- The situation of the rural eco - boarding houses  
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In present days in Romania the rural tourism has an offensive 

position, so in the period 2001 – 2007 the number of boarding houses from 
the rural tourism has increased by 2,41 times compared to 1,44 increase 
registered per total accommodation structures. Also, the number of existent 
places increased in the same period by 3,25 times compared to 2,4 total 
accommodation places.  

The percentage of the rural tourism in the total existent places 
increased from 1,71% in 2001 to 5,45% in 2007.  
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Table 1 

Accommodation structures  
 

Denomination  2001 2005 2007 2007/2001 
(±) 

2007/2001 
(%) 

Total accommodation 
structures 

3266 4226 4694 +1428 143,7 

Rural boarding houses 536 956 1292 +756 241,0 

The percentage of rural 
boarding houses from 
total  

16,4 22,6 27,5 +11,1 - 

Accommodation capacity – existent places 

Total tourism 277047 282661 283701 +6654 102,4 

% in rural boarding 
houses 

1,71 3,95 5,45 +3,74 - 

Calculation based on the annual statistical report of Romania, year 2008 
 
 
Also, the number of functioning rural accommodation places 

increased in the period 2001 – 2007 with 2250, meaning 327,8%, and the 
percentage in the total tourism increased from 2,1% to 6,34%.  

In the period 2001-2007 the number of tourists arrived in the rural 
boarding houses increased over 7 times compared to 1,43 increase per total 
tourism. 
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Table 2 
Functioning accommodation places (thousands of places per day) 

 
Denomination 2001 2005 2007 2007/2001 

(±) 
2007/2001 

(%) 

Total tourism 51882 54979 57138 +5256 110,1 
Rural boarding 
houses 

1106 2528 3626 +2520 327,8 

Percentage of rural 
boarding houses from 
total (%) 

2,1 4,59 6,34 +424 - 

Calculation according to the annual statistical report of Romania, year 2008 
 

The percentage of arrivals in the rural boarding houses increased 
from 0,8% in 2001 to 4,1% in 2007. However, the percentage of tourists 
with accommodation in this type of structure represented only 6,9% from 
total arrivals in 2007, and for the foreign tourists it represented 1,3%.  

 
Table 3 

Tourist arrivals (thousand of persons) 
 

Denomination 2001 2005 2007 2007/2001 
(±) 

2007/2001 
(%) 

Total tourists 4875 5805 6972 +2097 143,0 
In rural boarding houses 41 170 289 +248 704,9 
Percentage of rural 
boarding houses (%) 

0,8 2,9 4,1 +3,3 - 

Percentage of foreign 
tourists from total (%) 

18,8 24,6 22,2 +3,4 - 

Percentage of tourists with 
accommodation in rural 
boarding houses (%) 

14,6 10,6 6,9 -7,7 - 

Percentage of foreign 
tourists from total tourist 
in rural area (%) 

0,65 1,3 1,3 +0,65 - 

Calculation according to the annual statistical report of Romania, year 2008 
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We can notice another low percentage of the foreign tourists with 

accommodation in the rural space, for example 1,3% in 2007.  
The analyzed period shows a much more rapid increase of the over 

nights in the rural boarding houses compared to the total tourism which 
determined an increase of the rural tourism percentage from 0.5% in 2001 to 
2.9% in 2007. However, the foreign tourists over nights in this kind of 
accommodation represented in 2001 only 0.6% from the total over nights 
increasing slightly in 2007 to 1.6%.  

From the total over nights in the rural tourism, the foreigners 
represented in 2001 15.9% and in 2007 only 10%, which reveals a reduced 
valuation of the rural tourism potential mainly by attracting the foreign 
tourists.  

 
Table 4 

Over nights (thousands) 
 

Denomination 2001 2005 2007 2007/2001 
(±) 

2007/2001 
(%) 

Total over nights 18122 18373 20593 +2471 113,6 
In rural boarding 
houses 

88 366 592 +504 672,7 

Percentage of the rural 
boarding houses from 
total 

0,5 2,0 2,9 +2,4 - 

Foreign tourists over 
nights  

2187 3464 3586 1399 164,0 

In rural boarding 
houses (foreigners) 

14 50 59 +45 421,4 

Percentage of foreign 
tourists in total over 
nights 

0,6 1,4 1,6 +1,0 - 

Calculation according to the annual statistical report of Romania, year 2008 
 
In the rural tourism the usage coefficient of the accommodation 

capacities is still lower than in the “big tourism” or in total tourism, but it is 
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increasing. So “CUC” increased in the rural tourism from 8% in 2001 to 
16.3% in 2007, with 8.3%.  

 
Table 5 

Usage coefficients of the accommodation capacity (%) 
 

Denomination 2001 2005 2007 2007/2001 
(±) 

2007/2001 
(%) 

Total tourism 34,9 33,4 36,0 +2,0 - 
In rural boarding houses 8,0 14,5 16,3 +8,3  

Calculation according to the annual statistical report of Romania, year 2008 
 

In the rural tourism the classification of the boarding houses 
continues to be inferior compared to the total tourism. So in 2007 the agro – 
touring boarding houses with 3 and 2 stars represented 85.3% from total, 
while those with 5 and 4 stars represented only 6.4%. In the “big tourism” 
the boarding houses with 5 and 4 stars represented 6.4% and those with 3 
and 2 stars represented only 67.8%.  

Table 6 
The receiving structures according to comfort categories  

(in 2007)  
(stars) 

Denomination 5  4  3  2  1 Unclassified 
Total units 4694 
Where 30 272 1108 2074 919 291 
Percentage 0,6 5,8 23,6 44,2 19,6 6,2 
Rural tourism boarding 
houses * - total 

1292 

Where 10 41 238 865 138 - 
Percentage 0,8 3,2 18,4 66,9 10,7  
* stars or daisies 
Calculation according to the annual statistical report of Romania, year 2008 
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CONCLUSIONS 

 
The valuation degree of the rural touring potential is still 

insufficient; the rural touring areas highly used are Valea Prahovei, Sibiu 
area, Brasov, Bucovina and in a certain degree Valea Ariesului, while other 
areas with high potential like: Retezat – Hateg, Apuseni Mountains, Danube 
Delta and others have a low degree of valuation of the actual potential.  

The low percentage of the “Eco” certified boarding houses, 20 in 
2007, representing 1.5% of the total rural boarding houses; this percentage 
can be much more higher in all rural areas  

In present the greatest number of eco boarding houses can be found 
in Retezat, Piatra Craiului, Sibiu and Bucovina area.  
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