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A study was conducted during the year 2008 in the state of Haryana 
(India) by interviewing a total numbers of 80 farm and the study revealed 
that reasons for developing agri-tourism were easy to enter (62.50%), 
high profit (81.25%), employment opportunity (75.00%), no competition 
(37.50%). Promotion of agri-tourism were putting hoarding on roadsides 
(82.50%), through internet web sites (62.50%), advertisement in 
newspaper (37.50%), and local TV channel (18.75%). 
 Agri-tourism contributes sustainability for agri business: proper planning 
generates various sources of income (95.00%), agri tourism help farmers 
enhancing their knowledge (87.50%), beneficial for small farmers who 
have less soil productivity (90.00%). Agri-tourism increases income as it 
is a new enterprise with less competition (96.25%), it is business activity 
as compared to traditional farming (93.75%), less land with low 
productivity can give more returns (90.00%), provides employment to 
farmers of wide rang (85.00%). 
 Agri-tourism helpful in maintain natural resources as nutrient mining is 
less and soil conservation is good (93.25%), deforestations should be 
avoided (92.25%), no pollution problems to environment (97.25%). 
Additional income from farm (96.25%), agri-tourism is better for health 
and environment (96.25%), it provides local heritage and culture to 
tourist (90.00%) were reported better prospects in Agri-tourism by the 
farmers. 
Lack of funds for publicity and advertisement of farm-tourism (96.25%), 
less number of visitors (93.75 %), Lack of technology to develop farm-
tourism (93.75 %), lack of motivation (86.25 %), inadequate price for 
farm products/ activities (88.75 %) were reported as major constraints in 
establishing agri-tourism. 
Environmental management (96.25 %), nursery production (93.75 %), 
fruit and vegetable value addition (93.75 %), were preferred areas of 
training of the farmers for establishing farm tourism. 
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AGRICULTURAL TOURISM FOR SUSTAINABLE RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

  Agri-tourism contributes sustainability in agriculture through   
sustaining better management of natural resources in an eco-friendly 
system. Agri-tourism is an expanding sector around the world and is 
emerging as a growth oriented agricultural industry. The “Agri-tourism’ has 
been in existence in Europe, USA for more than 100 years and is looked as 
a new area in developing countries like India.   

India with a developing economy still has a long way to go to catch 
up with the leading developed economies of the world. The goal may be 
distant but surely can be achieved by promotion of industrial and business 
ventures created by imitative and enterprise of class. On the whole, there is 
positive linkage between an economy’s proper growths of the diversification 
in agri-tourism in India.  
 Agri-tourism could create awareness about rural life and knowledge 
about agriculture science among urban school children. It provides the best 
alternative for school picnics, which are urban, based. It provides 
opportunity for hands on experience for urban college student in agriculture. 
It is meant for providing training to future farmers. 
 The state of Haryana has location advantage being nearer to national 
capital, Delhi. There are five National Highways that pass via Haryana to 
different states of the country and such type of agriculture looks more 
feasible on the sides of National Highways. Moreover, the farmers are 
resourceful and innovative in Haryana and they can start this new 
agriculture concept. Therefore, keeping in view the above facts, a research 
project was under taken with following specific objectives; to study the 
present status of agri-tourism; to assess training needs for diversifying 
their farm in to agri-tourism, and to identify constraints and prospects in 
developing agri-tourism          
 The study was conducted in Haryana state. Since, agri-tourism is a 
new concept; it was difficult to find large number of farmers for this 
profession.  However, efforts were made to prepare a list of 80 farmers 
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those were registered with Haryana tourism or have equivalent capacity to 
provide all types of facilities on their farms and were taken as the 
respondents of the study.  

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Status Of Agri-Tourism Units 

One of the objectives of this research project was to study present 
status of the agri-tourisms and it was adjudged through the facilities 
available on a particular site and if available whether in working order or 
not.  It was revealed (table 1) that a big majority of the agri-tourism units 
i.e. 93.75 per cent were having accommodation facilities every time 
whenever they were asked for it and as always available without any 
advance demand, and the remaining 6.25 per cent agri-tourism units were 
having this facility as available on demand and there was not even a single 
unit which showed its reservation in providing the accommodations.  

Regarding Rides facility on their farm, majority of respondents i.e. 
81.25 per cent replied that they were having this facility as always available, 
15.00 per cent respondents replied that they make it available on demand 
while only 3.75 per cent said that it was not at all available with them.  

Regarding various kinds of games, 56.50 per cent of the respondents 
said that various kinds of games were always and readily available for the 
visitors A slight more than half of the respondents i.e. 53.75 per cent said 
that visit for the various activities and operations on the farm were always 
available.  

A little more than half of the respondents i.e. 52.50 per cent said that 
they made massage facility available to the visitors on demand, while 22.50 
per cent of the respondents could not provide this facility at all. Regarding 
Yoga, more than half of the respondents i.e. 57.50 per cent said that they 
have never provided this facility nor they have been asked for, by any of 
the visitors. The response on Road side stand was almost similar to 
that of Yoga activity, 
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Table 1.     

Facilities available at Agri-Tourism units     N = 80 

Always available Available 
on demand 

Not available 

Sr  
No 

Facility 

No %age No %age No %age 

1 
Farm 

Accommodation 
75 93.75 5 6.25 0 0.00 

2 Rides 65 81.25 12 15.00 3 3.75 
3 Games 45 56.50 33 41.25 2 2.50 
4 Visits 43 53.75 32 40.00 5 6.25 
5 Massage 20 25 42 52.50 18 22.50 
6 Yoga 12 15 22 27.50 46 57.50 
7 Roads Side Stand 8 10 22 27.50 50 62.50 

 

TRAINING NEEDS FOR DIVERSIFYING A FARM  
INTO AGRI- TOURISM 

 
 A new emerging concept for the extension workers in India is that of 
Farmers’ training courses. It must be said at the outset that this is a method 
which will produce the desired results only if handled skillfully. Training is 
directly concerned with improving people’s performance with regard to 
economic activities. As a lay man, training refers to the teaching/ learning 
activities carried on for the primary purpose of helping farmers. Training is 
required for both potential and existing owners of agri-tourism units to 
increase to their knowledge, skill, attitude and managerial competence for 
generating change leading to rapid economic growth.  The farmers apply the 
acquired knowledge, skills, and abilities on their farms to get best results 
and ultimately maximum returns/profits.  

 
TRAINING NEEDS 

 The agri-tourism owners being the respondents of the study were 
asked about their interest and needs for various training programme 
organized by different institutions at different locations and of different 
durations. It is very much evident from the table 2 that all the farmers 
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showed their interest in obtaining the trainings for the diversification and 
development of their farm in to agri-tourism. As many as 37.50 per cent of 
the respondents preferred the training provided by the state Govt. followed 
by 26.30 per cent respondents who preferred the training providing by the 
Govt. of India. The University as an Institution providing training was liked 
by 22.50 per cent respondents and only 13.80 per cent of respondents were 
willing to receive training by the non-governmental organizations.  

 
Table 2. 

Training needs of farmers for establishing Agri-Tourism 

 Sr 
No 

Area of training Total 
score 

Mean 
score  

Rank 
order 

1 Environmental management 158 1.98 I 
2 Water management 156 1.95 II 
3 Fruit & vegetable preservation/value 

addition 
155 1.94 III 

4 Nursery production 154 1.93 IV 
5 Entrepreneurial motivation, business, 

opportunities & guidance 
151 1.89 V 

6 Advertising the products/activities 146 1.82 VI 
7 Organizational management 136 1.70 VII 
8 Important fruit crops techniques for arid 

& semi-arid regions 
134 1.67 VIII 

9 Quality management 123 1.54 IX 
10 Technology up gradations 112 1.40 X 
11 Quality regulation of fruit crops/Grading 110 1.37 XI 
12 Financial management 110 1.37 XI 
13 Propagation of fruit trees 109 1.36 XII 
14 Manpower management 107 1.34 XIII 
15 Marketing management 93 1.16 XIV 
16 Marketing techniques 92 1.15 XV 
17 Garden management 90 1.13 XVI 
18 Administration & supervision techniques 88 1.10 XVII 
19 Recreation activities 86 1.08 XVIII 
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PROSPECTS OF AGRI-TOURISM 

 Prospects mean the future or further scope of any thing. If there is no 
future scope, no farmer is going to adopt this profession therefore the agri-
tourism owners were enquired about what were the prospects of agri-
tourism. For this, they were provided with a list of eighteen statements 
which was prepared after giving a deep thought and a detailed discussion 
with the experts and the owners of the farms.  

The respondents were asked to rate these statements on a three point 
continuum as a multiple choice answer. A mean score for each statement 
was worked out based upon the total scores it obtained and accordingly rank 
orders were allotted to all the statements. 
The table 3 highlights that additional income from the agri-tourism was the 
most important prospect with a mean score 2.20 and was ranked at the top. 
The agri-tourism may do better for health and environment was another 
important area of prospects with a mean score of 2.17 and was given the 
second rank. Small scale agri-tourism industry growth and providing of 
fresh farm product to consumer were also the important areas and were 
ranked third and fourth with a mean score of 2.15 and 2.11, respectively. 

Table 3. 
Prospects of Agri-Tourism. 

      N = 80 
Sr. 
No. 

 Statements Total 
score 

Mean 
score 

Rank 
order 

1 Additional income from the agri-tourism 176 2.20 I 
2 Better for health and environment 173 2.17 II 
3 Small scale agro-industry growth 172 2.15 III 
4 Available of fresh farm products to consumer 168 2.11 IV 
5 Closeness with nature 155 1.94 V 
6 Satisfaction with agri tourism 150 1.88 VI 
7 Better infrastructure development 150 1.88 VII 
8 Desire for peace and tranquility 139 1.74 VIII 
9 Apprises about local culture and heritage to 

tourists 
132 1.66 IX 

10 Better lifestyle 126 1.58 X 
11 Curiosity in natural environment 116 1.46 XI 
12 Provides diversification into agriculture 105 1.32 XII 
13 Identity with agri-tourism 96 1.21 XIII 
14 Employment opportunity 89 1.12 XIV 
15 Rural recreation and entertainment 88 1.10 XV 
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16 An inexperience gateway 86 1.08 XVI 
17 Awareness about sustainable development 85 1.06 XVII 
18 Efficient use of manpower 84 1.05 XVIII 

 The other important prospects of agri-tourism which were also rated 
by the respondents were closeness with nature (1.94), satisfaction with agri-
tourism (1.88), better infrastructure development (1.88), desire for peace 
and tranquility (1.74) and provide local culture & heritage to tourists (1.66). 

 Table 3 further indicated that still other prospects were there in the 
list and the respondents gave 10th rank to the better life style with a mean 
score of 1.58 followed by curiosity in natural environment (1.46), provides 
diversification in agriculture (1.32), identity with agri-tourism (1.21), 
employment opportunity (1.12), rural recreation and entertainment (1.10) 
and an inexperience gateway (1.08). Awareness about sustainable 
development (1.06) was placed at the last but one position while efficient 
use of man power was kept (1.05) at the bottom with 17th and 18th ranks, 
respectively. 

 The first rank order given to additional income from the agri-tourism 
will serve the purpose of prospects motivating other farmers to opt for this 
profession in a way that majority of the farmers are concerned mainly with 
the increase in economic returns/monitory benefits. On the basis of result 
obtained, it can be concluded that prospects of agri-tourism as a diversified 
sector of agriculture may be high in future. 
 

CONSTRAINTS IN ESTABLISHING AGRI-TOURISM 
 The farmers were further probed in detail regarding the constraints 
they faced in the development of agri-tourism units and the farmers’ 
perception regarding these constraints have been reported in the table 4 
 Difficulty in getting loan for agri-tourism was the constraint faced 
by the maximum number of farmers with a mean score of 2.16 and was 
allotted the first rank. Less number of visitors was the second major 
constraints with a mean score of 2.09, followed by the lack of technology to 
develop agri-tourism, the third major constraints with a mean score of 2.02. 
Lack of publicity for agri tourism was the fourth major constraint with a 
mean score of 1.99.  
 Lack of funds for publicity & advertisement of the tourism was 
placed at fifth rank by the respondents with a mean score of 1.97 followed 
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by lack of knowledge in organizing Agra-tourism with a mean score of 1.94 
at sixth rank, inadequate price of farm products at seventh rank, lack of 
manpower to operate different activities at eighth rank, lack of motivation 
on the part of individual at ninth rank, not suitable location at tenth rank 
,lack of guidance and counseling at eleventh rank, lack of incentives from 
Government at twelfth rank, lack of diverse activities at farm for different 
age groups at thirteenth rank, legislation problems in organizing Agra-
tourism at fourteenth rank, lack of motivation for agric-tourism at fifteenth 
rank, lack of finance to develop agric-tourism at sixteenth rank and lack of 
cooperation and coordination among different agencies was placed at 
seventeenth rank. Establishment of agri-tourism is cumbers ion and time 
consuming process was placed at last but one position and lack of public 
transportation, connecting roads was perceived as the least constraint with a 
mean score of 1.03.  

Table 4. 
Constraints in establishing agri-tourism           N = 80 

Sr 
No 

Statements Total 
score 

Mean 
score 

Rank 
order 

1 Difficulty in getting loan for agri-tourism  172 2.16 I 
2 Less number of visitors 167 2.09 II 
3 Lack of technology to develop agri-tourism 161 2.02 III 
4 Lack of publicity for agri tourism 159 1.99 IV 
5 Lack of funds for publicity and advertisement of the 

tourism 157 1.97 V 

6 Lack of knowledge in organizing Agri-tourism           155 1.97 VI 
7 Inadequate price for farm products/activities 150 1.88 VII 
8 Lack of manpower to operate different activities 144 1.81 VIII 
9 Lack of motivation on the part of individual. 140 1.75 IX 

10 Not suitable location 132 1.66 X 
11 Lack of guidance & counseling 122 1.53 XI 
12 Lack of incentives from Government. 116 1.45 XII 
13 Lack of diverse activities at farm for different age group  110 1.38 XIII 
14 Legislation problems in organizing agri-tourism 110 1.38 XIII 
15 Lack of motivation for agri-tourism 108 135 XIV 
16 Lack of finance to develop agri-tourism. 101 1.27 XV 

17 Lack of cooperation and coordination among different 
agencies 

89 1.12 XVI 

18 Establishment of agri-tourism is cumbers ion and time 
consuming process 84 1.05 XVII 

19 Lack of public transportation, connecting road etc 82 1.03 XVIII 
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